




Biographies Of Contributors

Benjamin S. Piven graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in May of 2008 with 
degrees in Political Science and International Studies. He has studied in Seville and Hong Kong, and completed 
internships at the US Mission to the UN and the US Consulate for Hong Kong and Macau. He currently works 
at The Brookings Institution in Washington D.C. This paper was written under the advisory of Prof. Michael C. 
Davis of the Chinese University of Hong Kong Faculty of Law.
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Sarah E. Johnson graduated in May of 2008 from Indiana University with a major in International Studies and 
an Area Certificate in Latin American and Caribbean Studies. In the fall of 2007, she was an intern at Exodus 
Refugee and Immigration, Inc. of Indianapolis, IN. She is currently pursuing a Master’s Degree as a FLAS fellow 
at the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies at Indiana University. In this and in all things, she owes 
a debt of gratitude to her daughter, who provides her daily inspiration and motivation.
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Annette McFarland graduated in the Spring of 2008 from Oregon State University earning three degrees in English, 
French, and International Studies. This thesis was written to fulfill University Honors College requirements. 
While at OSU she studied abroad twice, to Angers, France and Chillan, Chile, where she conducted her research 
for this thesis. She is excited to teach English in the south of France for the 2008-2009 school year.
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Lain Heringman was born in Madrid, Spain and was raised in England. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Indiana 
University in the summer of 2008 with a degree in International Studies. A passionate advocate for human rights, 
he founded an IU anti-trafficking student organization in 2007 called the Campus Coalition Against Trafficking. 
Lain is currently in southern Mexico helping to establish a new microfinance non-governmental organization.
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Derek Andrew Reighard graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 2007. While working toward a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Biology, Derek participated in a number of projects relating to public health issues in 
Latin America. In June 2006, he traveled to Ibarra, Ecuador, to conduct a six-week investigation about potable-
water treatment methods in the Andes Mountains. Several months later, he traveled to the Dominican Republic 
with the Student Leaders of International Medicine (SLIM), a University of Pittsburgh-based organization, to 
build artesian well systems in impoverished rural communities and educate children about proper hand-washing 
techniques. Derek currently works in a balance-disorder research lab, investigating the effects of vestibular inputs 
on the autonomic nervous system. He will be applying for medical school admission in the fall of 2009, and hopes 
one day to cater to the health needs of Spanish-speaking communities, both in the United States and abroad.




