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2014 Prize Winner Biographies

Fiction
     First Place: “Salty” by Richard Goss. 

     Richard Goss is a native of  Richmond, Indiana and a 1984 graduate of  Richmond 
Senior High School. Rick is nontraditional student majoring in English and minoring in 
Philosophy.  He came to IU East after a stint in the US Navy and a career in Informa-
tion Technology. Rick lives with his wife and best friend of  27 years, Diane. They enjoy 
their dogs, astronomy, reading, and playing with their grandchildren. Rick enjoys the writ-
ing of  Ernest Hemingway for its simple elegance and ability to say so such in so few words, 
John Steinbeck for his characters, and Kurt Vonnegut for his soul. 

Creative Nonfiction 
     First Place: “Bully” by Jenn Sroka 

     Jenn Srorka is a Senior completing a BA in Professional and Techincal Writing 
virtually at IU East. She has recently returned to her home state of  Florida after 14 years 
of  living in Canada. Her contributions come from time spent in her husband’s Thorough-
bred racing stable and their small farm in Ontario. Jenn is a full-time Database 
Administrator and Techincal Trainer. Jenn and her husband share 5 acres with 4 dogs, 3 
horses, and a territorial property cat that graciously allows them all to live there. She loves 
reading, trail riding, and adventures with friends and family. She supports responsible 
racehorse retirement, and in her free time, Jenn enjoys assisting the non-profit organization, 
Second Start Thoroughbreds, with their racehorse listing and placement efforts.
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Poetry 
     Tied for First Place: “Wrought by Red” by S. Kierstan Barbre
      and “Sleeping in Sleeping Bags” by Chris Rodgers 

     S. Kierstan Barbre was born and raised in the central plains of  Oklahoma.  
A graduate of  Oklahoma State University, she has served in a variety of  administrative 
and service roles.  A transplant to Richmond, Indiana, she currently works with a non-
profit organization advocating for students within the public school system.  In addition to 
work and devotion to family, she enjoys playing music, cooking, working with stained glass, 
and refurbishing antiques.  Kierstan has an abiding love and appreciation for native Okla-
homa, its people and history.  A fondness for Oklahoma’s characteristically ruddy red soil, 
with its unique relationship to the state’s history, was the inspiration for this poem.  This is 
her first published work. 

     Chris Rodgers is a student at Indiana University East. 

Art 
     First Place: “Untitled” by Jody Kinnerman 

     Jody Kinnerman was a Fine Arts Major at Buffalo State University in the mid 90’s 
but joined the military after the second year. After leaving the military in 2006, Jody 
embarked on a B.S. in Biology program, but just before completing it, enrolled in a sculpt-
ing class.  This was what Jody had been searching for.  Jody won first place in the 2013 
Student Showcase, then went on to win a Top Ten Award in the 2013 White Water 
Valley Annual Art Competition.  Jody has recently been accepted the M.F.A. program at 
Herron School of  Art and Design. 


