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Join Us at the 2025 HASTI Conference:   
Embracing the Future Together

Craig Williams

Full listing of authors and contacts can be 
found at the end of this article.

The conference committee has been busy putting 
together the 2025 HASTI Conference, Embracing the 
Future Together, at Noblesville High School on February 
15-17. A few months ago, we asked for proposals relat-
ed to the future: the future of science teaching, the fu-
ture of sustainability, the future of STEM, the future of 
cross-curricular instruction, and the future of literacy in 
the science classroom. 

We asked, and did you ever answer! Talk proposals 
came in covering these strands from almost every angle 
possible. Attendees at the 2025 HASTI Conference will 
be able to learn about…
•	 Using biotechnology, aquaponics, and more to solve 

global agricultural problems
•	 Exploring alternative energy sources such as tidal 

power and biofuels
•	 Using unique cross-curricular pedagogical ap-

proaches, such as place-based learning, STEM travel, 
service learning, and Project Based Learning

•	 Integrating children’s literature and science fiction 
into the science classroom

•	 Teaching students how to detect misinformation 
and think critically about big issues such as climate 
change

•	 Using techniques such as gel electrophoresis and the 
study of environmental DNA

•	 Teaching students about computer science, data lit-
eracy, and AI

•	 And much, much more!

We are excited about a new opportunity this year: 
the Purdue K-12 Science Outreach Team is putting on a 
workshop entitled “Gamification in the Science Class-
room: Let’s have some fun!” There will be an orienta-
tion session, followed by a game playing session. The 
other part of the day participants will attend concurrent 
HASTI sessions. Then, these teachers will receive board 
games to take with them back to their classroom! You 
can sign up for this workshop when you register for the 
conference, and you can do this workshop either Sunday 
morning or afternoon, or Monday morning or afternoon.

There are also two field trips you can choose when 
you register. On Saturday, you can go to the Girl Scouts 
STEM Experience Center and experience their Virtual 
Motorsport Racing Simulator. You will design aspects of 
the vehicle, then test drive it on a virtual track. On Mon-
day afternoon, we bring back a past favorite: the IU anat-
omy lab tour. On this field trip, you can learn about the 
cardiovascular system and the digestive system, as well 
as their use of Advanced 3D Touch technology.

Finally, we will have sessions for participants to 
interact with each other, visit the exhibit hall, meet in 
discipline-specific sections meetings, and attend share-
a-thon sessions in both physical and life sciences. Bring 
your own board game night is back, on Sunday at our 
conference hotel, Courtyard at the Marriott. On Sunday 
we will hear from Purdue geophysics professor Andrew 
Freed, and on Monday we will celebrate the recipients of 
HASTI awards.
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Registration for the conference is open at hasti.org, 
and if you require hotel accommodations, you can find 
hotels with group rates at the bottom of the registration 
page. Remember, the conference itself will be at Nobles-
ville High School. We hope you join us in February as 
we Embrace the Future Together!

2025 HASTI Conference
Embracing the Future Together.

February 15-17, 2025

Noblesville High School

Craig Williams (craig.williams@nwesc.k12.in.us) is the current 
Past President of HASTI and will chair the 2025 Conference. He 
teaches Physics at Northwestern H.S. in Kokomo, IN.
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