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Preparing to View the 2024 Total Eclipse Safely:
A Video Article
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found at the end of this article.

The total solar eclipse coming in April, 2024, is 
naturally drawing a great deal of attention from scien-
tists, science educators, and casual science enthusiasts. 
Indiana is expected a large contingent of visitors from 
around the world for the event. Science educators can 
use this exciting natural phenomenon as teaching tool, 
and we can all look forward to a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.

A partial eclipse in 2017 taught us some lessons 
about solar eclipse viewing with a public audience. 
One of those lessons is that school administrators tend 
to react with extreme caution when eclipses occur. 
Principals and superintendents across the state di-
rected teachers to not let students go outside during 
the eclipse to avoid potential injuries from viewing the 
eclipse without proper safety precautions.

As a life-long science educator, the author suggests 
a different approach. With proper planning and prepa-
ration, including educating our school administrators, 
the 2024 total eclipse can be a fun and educational… 
and safe! The tools to view and eclipse safely are easy to 
find, and there are excellent materials that even young 
children can make and use at school, at home, or at a 
public eclipse viewing event.

To help teachers and administrators learn more 
about how to prepare for safe eclipse viewing, the 
science education community at Ball State University 
offers a video article. You can view the article by click-
ing the following link to the YouTube video:
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Abstract
This “article” is a first for The Hoosier Science Teacher - a 
“video article.” Because THST is an online digital that 
enables authors to include active hyperlinks, the editorial 
board has discussed including digital media other than 
traditional print. This article may provide an example for 
new and creative ways of publishing the scholarship and 
professional work we do as teachers of science. To view the 
“article, click the link below the introductory text below.

THST encourages authors to submit other video articles. 
You can submit an abstract and a link to a shared URL from 

a site like YouTube via the THST Submissions page.

Tom J. McConnell (tjmcconnell@bsu.edu) is a Professor of 
Science Education in the Department of Biology, Ball State 
University, Muncie, Indiana, USA

Author

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGaRb916EBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGaRb916EBc
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/thst/about/submissions

