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Solar Eclipse: Looking Safely Forward to April 2024

Tina Harris

2024.

HASTT’s Solar Eclipse Committee offers ideas to help teachers plan for safe viewing of this astronomic event in
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Your HASTI Solar Eclipse Committee met Octo-
ber 19, 2022, to discuss the role HASTI should play in
disseminating information to our membership about
the April 2024 Solar Eclipse. The citizens of the entire
State of Indiana may enjoy the event, either in totality
or as a partial eclipse.

We discussed what types of information might be
the best to share. It was decided that HASTI members
would benefit from curriculum information, safety
information, information on how to obtain solar filters
prior to the event, ideas to get principals and superin-
tendents on-board with allowing students to observe
the event, and suggestions for possible sponsors for
Indiana specific viewing needs. We also brainstormed
potential collaborations with other organizations to
either sponsor equipment or provide programs on
eclipse-related topics.

We decided that we would encourage input from
membership concerning eclipse lessons that teachers
used during the August 2017 partial eclipse that they
felt were effective. We will also be posting links to web-
sites that provide NGSS based eclipse lessons from
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other organizations such as NSTA, AAS (the American
Astronomical Society), The Planetary Society, AAAS, etc.
These organizations already have developed materials
from the 2017 eclipse, as well as the annular eclipse of
October 2023 and the total eclipse of April 2024. We
feel the sooner we start generating excitement in our
classrooms concerning “The Great American Eclipse”
the better - especially because the eclipse over Indiana
will be one of the longer eclipses on record.

We also discussed collaboration with informal sci-
ence education providers for programming and infor-
mation. We brainstormed a list of possible partners that
could include:

e Libraries

e The Challenger Center in NW Indiana;

e Science museums like the Children’s Museum in
Indianapolis, Science Central in Ft Wayne, and
WonderLab in Bloomington, and others around the
state. (Please send us suggestions for museums not
listed here that might like to join us or that we can
work with!)
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e Universities - especially those with astronomy
programs or planetariums like [U-Bloomington,
[U-Kokomo (planetarium), Butler, Ball State, etc.
(We are aware that some of the planetariums can
stream live programs to other planetariums, includ-
ing planetariums at schools around the state, and
would like to contact people who might make that
happen.)

e SEF], the Science Education Foundation of Indiana
who sponsor the Science and Engineering Fairs and
Science Indiana every October at the IN State Fair-
grounds

e Television stations, including the PBS stations
around the state

e Cities along the path of totality

e NASA Outreach Center for our region located in
Brook Park, OH - the Glenn Research Center

Please let us know if we are missing anyone.
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We are also very interested in disseminating so-
lar eclipse glasses to every school district in the state
as well as providing information on ways to watch
the eclipse safely without solar glasses. We discussed
looking into corporate sponsorship to help with the
costs and will be discussing the logistics of timing and
distribution (we are looking for member input in this
area too). But don’t feel like you must wait for us. There
is a link on the HASTI eclipse page to information on
vendors who sell reliable and safe products for eclipse
observation. The sooner you order the more likely you
will have at least some to share in 2024.

We are accepting input from our members through
several options. Feel free to talk to your HASTI repre-
sentative (these are listed on the HASTI website). You
can also contact us via the HASTI Facebook page, at our
breakout room at the HASTI conference in February
that is open to everyone, and/or through a survey that
we are currently developing that will go out to all Indi-
ana teachers. This affects not just HASTI membership
but all teachers around the state. We would love to get
everyone on-board for this unique and unforgettable
event!

If you have a suggestion that can’t wait, feel free
to email Craig Williams, chair of the committee (craig.
williams@nwsc.k12.in.us) or Tina Harris (tiaharri79@
gmail.com) to share your ideas and/or contacts. Even
better, join our committee.

Remember, this eclipse will affect everyone in
Indiana in some way, so we would love to simply be a
clearinghouse for contacts for anyone who would like
to learn how to watch this eclipse safely.

See the HASTI Eclipse 2024 page for more information!
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