
public school systems, and her lectures in schools of higher 
education covered colleges in both the North and South. Boulton 
also had contact with other groups, such as churches, and reached 
the public through newspaper articles, journals, and magazines. 

like any researcher involved in public sector work, Boulton 
had a sense of duty regarding her research and lectures to the public. 
She expressed this sense of duty in a number of her letters of 
correspondence and writings. In a 1935 letter to Dr. Chapman (first 
name and affiliation unavailable), Boulton wrote about a lecture 
series that she gave at the University of Chicago: 

I have received from "!y enthusiastic listeners compositions 
inspired by the drums, poems inspired by the drums, and a 
livelY controver.ry has been started between a leading art critic 
and the director of one of the big Chicago choruses who 
writes me that he has had a complete change of heart 
regarding the African negro and his contribution since 
hearing my lecture. It is the most satisfactory work I have 
ever done.5 

Boulton wanted to change negative and derogatory attitudes 
about the music of Africa, and she not only displayed a sense of 
duty regarding the white citizen's attitudes toward African music, 
but toward the African-American community as well. Boulton 
discussed a lecture request with her manager William Feakins in a 
letter dated December 14, 1935. She wrote: 

He [Reverend W. W. Russel4 Chicago] had announced ?I!J 
appearance to his Forum before gettingyour letter about the 
foe. He hopes to raise it but fllt that he could not guarantee 
it, so I am going to lecture there to-morrow [sic] a'!Yway and 
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if we do not get the mon'!) I Jeel that it does not matter 
because it seems to me important to share this material with 
the negro groups who want it. 6 

In this example we get a feel for Boulton's sense of duty to 
the African-American citizens as well as the European-American 
community. In the next section, I look at three specific examples of 
Boulton's correspondence with school systems. 

Three Sets of Correspondence 

with Educational Institutions 
In early twentieth century United States, elementary, 

secondary and university level education was, for the most part, 
segregated. By examining different letters of correspondence, one 
can get a sense of issues of access to information and levels of 
contact between a public ethnomusicologist and European­
Americans and African-Americans in the twentieth century. 

In 1934 and 1935, Boulton corresponded with schools in 
Wmnetka, Illinois, a town of primarily European-Americans about 
one hour north of Chicago. Her main communications were with 
Carleton Washburne, Superintendent of Winnetka Public Schools 
and Matthew Gaffney, Superintendent of New Trier Township 
High School. In October of 1934, Washburne wrote to Boulton 
requesting lectures at two schools in his district, Skokie and Horace 
Mann. He stated, ''1 assume from our previous conversation that if 
you have them [the lectures] both in the same morning, you will 
take them on for $50.m Washburne also mentioned that he and his 
wife would like to have an Open House for Boulton to meet with 
some of the Winnetka people. Boulton promptly replied, three 
days later, to the letter saying that this arrangement would be 
acceptable and added: 


