From The Director

Ruth M. Stone

Outreach in Africa

As I indicated when I began my tenure as director at
the Archives of Traditional Music, creating a vital research
center is one of my central goals. Such a research center
will nurture ties and liaisons with people and institutions
around the world. One such link that has been developed
over the past year has been a tie with the Zimbabwe
College of Music, a connection that is being realized in a
variety of ways. In May, ethnomusicologist Portia
Maultsby, who is also chairman of the Afro-American
Studies Department, and I traveled to Harare for the two-
week ceremonies marking the official establishment of the
Ethnomusicology Program at the Zimbabwe College of
Music, a program which directly involves the Archives of
Traditional Music. During the year since we first traveled
there to establish the project, under a grant given to the
African Studies Program at Indiana University, Mitchel
Strumpf, ethnomusicologist, has served as energetic
director and guide. Nearly three hundred part-time
students study a variety of instruments including mbira
and marimba. Seventeen students are enrolled in a two-
year diploma program in ethnomusicology. Recently
formed choral, dance, and drama ensembles performed
during the festivities, which celebrated the completed
remodeling of an additional building to accommodate the
growing activities.

We have devised an elaborate exchange program of
materials between the institutions that is quite beneficial
to each organization. The Archives of Traditional Music,
for example, is preparing copies of music from Zimbabwe
and sending them to the newly established archives at
the College of Music. The College of Music, for its part,
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has donated a large number of records and musical
instruments to the Archives of Traditional Music.

Outreach in Bloomington

Several weeks ago the music of Zimbabwe came alive in
the Hoagy Carmichael Room here in Bloomington as we
hosted master musician of the mbira, Ephat Mujuru, for a
week of workshops. With the instruments donated by the
College of Music, Ephat worked intensively with twenty-
five students for four days as he taught them to play the
mbira. The Archives arranged for Mr. Mujuru to appear
at University Elementary School in a class that will be
studying Zimbabwe later in the year and whose teacher
has traveled to Zimbabwe. The highlight of the week was
Mujuru’s Friday noon concert in the Hoagy Carmichael
Room to a standing-room only crowd. During the hours
when Ephat was not teaching, he was to be found in the
Listening Library, searching for mbira examples that
might teach him some new facet of his chosen
instrument.

As another part of the Archives of Traditional Music’s
research facility component, we have begun to build
funded research fellowships. Marlena Frackowski is now
the first pre-doctoral Laura Boulton fellow in residence for
the 1989-90 academic year. During 1990-91 the Laura
Boulton Foundation will sponsor a post-doctoral
fellowship, open to senior research scholars outside of
Indiana University.

This spring, with our anticipated symposium, “A
Century of Field Recording,” March 22-24, we hope to see
a number of you in Bloomington for several days of
discussions and papers about topics related to the legacy
and future of field recording. The number of abstracts we
have received from the United States and abroad indicates
a strong interest in this meeting.

Outreach By Friends Of The Archives

The College of Arts and Sciences has been supportive
of the directions of the Archives of Traditional Music and
has provided an increase in our operating budget for this
academic year. Nevertheless, there are many aspects of
our program that depend upon the generosity of Friends
of the Archives. Without your gifts, many of the special
projects are not possible. Can you consider becoming a
Friend of the Archives?

Your gifts, both large and small, have made it possible
for us to sponsor public concerts of ethnic music by
performers such as Ephat Mujuru, and to expand our
holdings of commercial recordings that we could not
otherwise consider purchasing. Thanks to your
contributions, we were able to subsidize the purchase of
recordings by Native American and other community-
based archives of music and linguistic collections needed
for use in local schools or for special cultural programs.

As in the past, donors in the Patron category (a
contribution of $500; $100 a year for five years, or a one-
time gift of $500), will have their names engraved on a
plaque on permanent display at the Archives.

For those of you who have been generous this past year
to the Archives, let me extend our collective appreciation
for your thoughtfulness. Let me also assure you that your
gifts have made a significant difference in what we have
been able to accomplish.





