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Editor’s Note 

 

Demand for and interest in Plath Profiles 1 exceeded our expectations (and almost our 

bandwidth)!  From August 10, 2008 to July 31, 2009, the full journal was downloaded 

2,992 times; and individual essays themselves 30,228 times by visitors from more than 

65 countries.  

  In Volume 2, you will find seven international essays, including two fascinating 

ones by Maria Johnston and Toni Saldivar discussing Plath’s influence on contemporary 

Irish poets, Ralph Didlake’s (M.D.) exploration of Plath’s “medical imagery,” and much 

more. 

  We have three provocative contributions from teachers: Amanda Golden details 

Plath’s teaching syllabus from her year as Instructor of English at Smith College, Jennifer 

Yaros’s reaction to teaching Plath in high school, and J. L.’s response to teaching Plath in 

her own, urban high school. 

  Note our contributions from international poets, including Pulitzer Prize nominee 

Kim Bridgford’s beautiful poem and two contributions by Christine Walde that explore 

Plath’s connection to Canada.  We have three contributions from student poets, and two 

translations: one in Hindi by Smita Agrawal and the other a reflective poem in Spanish 

and English by Ana Osan. 

  Autobiographical reflections are especially interesting: George Fitzgerald contacts 

Aurelia Plath and Jamie Bourne’s personal and controversial story are especially 

interesting. 

  In our “Special Feature” section, read the fascinating story told in dialogue by 

Gail Crowther and Peter K. Steinberg as they dive into Plath archives in England and 

America and make discoveries along the way. 

  Note, too, Kristina Zimbakova’s artwork “Mad Girl,” inspired by Plath’s famous 

villanelle “Mad Girl’s Love Song” and book reviews by Luke Ferretter and Kim 

Bridgford. We also reprint a book review by Isabel Pérez Montalván, in Spanish, of 

Poesía Completa, a recent translation by Xoan Abeleira of Plath’s poetry. 

  We invite you to respond to all of the contributions to Plath Profiles, but 
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particularly to the more controversial essays in Volume 2, such as J. L.’s “A Note on 

Teaching” and Jamie Bourne’s essay. 

  Also, if you have written a book on Plath, or if you have art or photographs, or 

still images from video productions, we invite you to consider ad space at a very modest 

fee to sell your work. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

W. K. Buckley and Peter K. Steinberg 


