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In New York Jew (1978), Alfred Kazin introduced readers to his encounter with Sylvia 

Plath's accomplishment as an undergraduate  at Smith College (226-7). When Plath brought her 

stories to Kazin, he suspected that she may have plagiarized them. He proceeded to name the 

publications that Plath's stories could have been from and she responded that those magazines 

had already accepted her stories for publication (226).
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Richard M. Cook's publication of Alfred Kazin's Journals (2011) includes an additional  

reminisence of Plath following her death. In his April of 1963 journal entry, Kazin remembers 

"the face of Sylvia Plath" and her exceptional gift as a writer (296). As Cook cited in Alfred 

Kazin: A Biography (2007), Plath had interviewed Kazin in 1954 for her Smith Alumnae 

Quarterly article, "The Neilson Professor" (187). In this piece, Plath noted Kazin's pedagogical 

opinion that "[t]he teacher can help the student . . . to learn that all literature is discipline" (12).
2
 

During her final year at Smith, Plath attended Kazin's creative writing and twentieth-century 

American novel courses (UJ 684). Reflecting on his time at Smith in his journals, Kazin also 

noted the faculty with whom Plath had studied, including Elizabeth Drew and Newton Arvin 

(186). Kazin's journals depict Smith's academic environment and the midcentury intellectual 

climate. In addition, his descriptions of T. S. Eliot's role in contemporary criticism and the 

impact of the New Criticism will be valuable to scholars of modernism and literature following 

the Second World War (190, 344). 
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