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You Sylvia
Duska Vrhovac

You, Sylvia,

you popped into my room that night

and irreversibly to the pain you told me

to pack without delay

immediately to leave the mediocrity of the city,
moldy social events with its contemporaries,

to get out, without thinking

from the worn-out shell of a rotten home

and cancel obedience to all.

You followed me as a ghost

While I gleaned pieces around the house
without which | could not go on that trip,
to that unfathomable exile

that never ends

if you shove off on time.

You were shouting phrases about courage,
about freedom and self-knowledge

and you were shaking like a little branch

of a thin dogberry tree in a stormy wind

and your words were breaking into syllables
beyond all sense and meaning.

You, Sylvia,

you were that cruel,

determined to shoot at my forehead,

at my heart if that was necessary,

to shoot until my ears are not open

for those sounds, voices and notes

that have already gotten you into madness,
theat last brain cell

on the fatal side of your mind,

on acondor s flight without wings

and escape into the mine shaft

at the bottom of the endless ocean,

where else can only be found

grains of ancient sand and the letter of ancient words.

You, Sylvia,

You, sister, cruel and without mercy,
Parent and murderer of your own offspring,
a godless game you intended for me.
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You directed my play

and you played it too.

But one thing you couldn't,

you didn't manage to get

into the still asleep part of my dream,

you didn't dare to go down to the innocence.
You didn't dare to take over my pain.

Nonsense was leaving you

at times, briefly.

You were losing it while dancing in a deadly rhythm
on that threshold at which the light gets broken

and from which, whatever side that you set the foot
from yourself you got smashed.

With that losing of yours

you saved me from hell of my last dinner

and the inexcusable sin of betraying love.

You, Sylvia,

who only you knew the direction of my way,
melody of my song

and the last words of my prayer,

you didn't forget me and you are here again,
disguised, turned into myth,

with dictates of eternity in your veins,

and again you are following me as before.
Neither the look, not even a shadow below the look,
neither inconsolable cry for the sun,

neither color of your voice has not changed.

But | am not the one from our days.

| broke a pitcher at the spring itself.

| am ripped apart, a necklace of daisies

and poured the tears into the Lethe, not into the Jordan river.
| knew which gate was leading to my side

although I didn't find the key to undisturbed faith.

Now I'm neither a Daughter or Mother or Mistress,
I am just plain, perishable meat
and clotting blood, although my mind still illuminates.

I'm back in my room,

to pick up my remaining rags,

to water the sprouted seeds of medicinal herbs,
to take the cobweb of those discolored walls
and comfort the shadows of those | hurt.
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| kindly ask you, Sylvia, to not come in again.
Stay where you are, behind the gates of time.
Do not come through this door, because

its squeak could wake you up

from that dream which you hardly arhieved!

Do not turn the old light on for the new sights!
Do not tear cobwebs transfused into liquid crystals!
This time, my sister, | will manage without you!

DUSKA VRHOVAC

(Translated from the Serbian by Aleksandar Malesevic)

* About translator

Aleksandar Malesevic was born on the April 22nd 1980 in Banja Luka, Bosnia & Herzegovina.
He lives in London, UK since 2004 and he is currently studying BSc Human Nutrition at the
University of Greenwich. He is freelance translator from the Serbian & Bosnian into English and
vice verse.
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THU CUJIBUJA
JAYIIKA BPXOBAIL

Tu, CunBuja,

TH CH yraJia Te HohH y M0ojy co0y

Y HEOIO3MBO /10 O0J1a Ka3ajia Mu

Jla ce craKyjeM 0e3 ojJiarama,

Jla cMecTa HaIyCTUM MPOCEYHOCT IPajia,
yoyhaiie cenesbke ca caBpeMEHHUITMA,
0e3 pa3mMuIIbama Ja oaMax nzahem

u3 noxa0aHe JbYIITYpe HATPYJIOT IoMa
Y OTKQ)KEM TMOCITYITHOCT CBUMA.

Kao yrBapa cnenuna cu me

JIOK caM nabupymiia mo kyhu komase
0e3 Kojux He OMX MOTJIa Ha Taj MyT,
y TO HeclyheHO U3rHaHCTBO

KOje HUKaJia He OKOHYA

aKo ce OTHCHEII Ha BpeMe.

JloGanuBana cu Mu (ppase o xpabpoctw,
0 ¢11000/11 U CaMOCTIO3HAjH,

a IpXTalla CH Kao rpaHYHIa

TAHKOT JIPEHA Ha OJIYJHOM BETPY

Y peYH Cy TH C€ KUJIaje Ha CIIOTOBE

BaH CBAaKOT' CMHUCIIA ¥ 3HAYCHA.

Tu, Cunsuja,

Ouia cu Taj OKPYTHH JKaHIap
pelleH /1a myla y Moje 4ero,

y Moje cplie ako 3arpeoa,

J1a Ty1ia IOK MOj€ yXO Ce€ HE OTBOPH
3a OHE 3BYKE, INIaCOBE U HOTE

Koju cy Tebe Beh yBamwiu y JIyauio,
Beh TH OKpEeHYJI CBaKy MUCA0

Ha MOTYOHY CTpaHy 3aymJba,

Ha JIeT KOHAopa 6e3 Kpuia

1 OEKCTBO y pylapcKO OKHO

Ha JIHy OecKpajHOT OKeaHa,

i€ Ce JOII jeIMHO MOKe Hahu

3pHO Iparecka U CIOBO IMpapeyH.

Tu, Cunsyja,
Tu, cectpo okpyTHa U 6€3 MUJIOCTH,
POIUTEIHLKO U YOUIIE COTICTBEHOT MOPO/Ia,
MeHHU cu 0e3005KHYy UTPYy HaMEHUJIA,
0% ’-j &
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MOj CH KOMaJ| pexupaia

Y MOjy MIPEJCTaBy OAMIpaa.

AN jeIHO HUCH MOTJIA.

Hucwu ycniena na yhem

y HerpoOyheHu 1eo Mor cHa,

HUCH CMeJIa JI0 HeBUHOCTH J1a C€ CITYCTHIII,
HUCH CE YCYIuiIa Moj 00JI Jja mpey3Mell.

Hamymrana te je 6e3ymHOCT

Ha MOMEHTE, Ha KPaTKOo.

I'ybuna cu ce mienryhu y mnoryOHOM puTMy
Ha TOM TIpary Ha KOM C€ CBETJIOCT JJOMH

U ca KOjer, Ha KOjy I'oJl CTPaHy J1a KPOUHIII,
u3 cebe hemr pazoujena uzahu.

Tum cBOjUM TYOJbEHHEM

MEHE CH CIIaclia IakKJja MocieHe Beuepe

¥ HEONPOCTUBOT Tpexa u3/1aje JbyOaBH.

Tu, CunBuja,

KOja je/IMHa CH 3Haja CMep MOT IyTa,
MEJIOINjy MOje ImecMe

Y TIOCJIC/IEhE¢ PEYH MOjE& MOJIUTBE,
HUCHU M€ 3a00paBuiia U OIET CH TY,
NpepylIeHa, y MUT TIpepacia,

ca JMKTaTOM BEYHOCTH y BEeHaMma,

U OIeT M€ CIIeUII Kao HeKaJa.

Hwu mornien, HU ceHKa MCIOJI MOTJjIea,
HU HEYTEIIHU KPHK 32 CYHIIEM,

Hu 00ja TBOT TJIaca HUj€ ce TPOMEHMIIA.

Anu ja BHIIE HUCAM OHA W3 HAIIWX JIaHA.

Ja cam pa30buia kpyar Ha caMmOM HU3BOPY.

Ja cam mokumana hepaan on 6enux paga

U cy3e y peky Jlery nsnuia, He y Jopaa.

Ja cam 3Hana Koja Kanuja BOAM Ha MOJy CTpaHy
MaKo HUCaM Hallljla KJbyd HeromyheHe Bepe.

Cana aucam vu Khu uu Matu vu JbyGaBHuIa,
caMo caM OOMYHO KBapJbUBO MECO
1 KpB KOja ce rpyllla Hako MOja MHUCA0 CBETIIH.

Bpatuia cam ce moHOBO y Ty co0y,

JIOIIITa CaM Jia TIOKYITUM MTPeocTalie JPOmKe,
3aJIMjeM UCKJIHjajie CEMEHKE JICKOBUTUX TPaBa,
CKHHEM IMayKOBE MPEKE ca MOTAMHENNX 3HI0Ba
W J1a yTEIIUM CEHKE OHMX KOj€ caM MOBpEInIIa.
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TeGe, CunBuja, MOJIUM J1a HE yJIa3UIII TOHOBO.
OcTtanu TaMo r71e CH, U3a Kamuja BpeMeHa.

He yma3u Bumie Ha oBa Bpara jep

HIKPUIIA BbUXO0BA MOTJIa OU T€ MPoOyAuTH

13 TOT CHA ca KOjUM CH ce jesiBa cpoamial

He nanu ctapo cBetnio Ha HOBUM npuzopumal

HE KWJaj TAyYHHY y TEYHH KPUCTAN MPeTodcHY!
Ogor myTa, cecTpo, cama hy ce caahwu!

*

Anekcanmap Manemesuh pohen je 22. anpuna 1980. rogune y bamoj Jlynu, y bochu u
Xepuerosunu. JKusu y Jlonnony, Benuka bpuranuja, on 2004. ronuse u cryaupa
JluruioMupanu JpyCKY UCXpaHy Ha YHuBep3utery y I puaudy. CamMocTaiH| je MpeBoauIal ca
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