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Contributors 

 
Smita Agarwal has been publishing poetry for more than twenty years. 

She is the author of Wish-granting Words, Poems (Ravi Dayal Publisher, New Delhi, 

2002) http://www.vedamsbooks.in/no29554.htm and Mofussil Notebook. Poems of Small 

Town India (Cooperjal, UK, 2011) http://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1924. 

Her poems have been included in anthologies such as, Nine Indian Women Poets (Oxford 

University Press, 1997); Verse: Indian Poetry Feature (Vol. 17 &18, 2001); Reasons for 

Belonging (Viking Penguin, 2002); Midnight’s Grandchildren: Post Independence Poetry 

from India (Struga Poetry Press, Macedonia, 2003); Confronting Love, (Penguin, 2005); 

Fulcrum: Special Issue on Indian Poetry in English, USA: No. 4, 2005 and  

We Speak in Changing Languages (Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, 2009).  

Her critical articles on Indian Poetry in English have appeared in magazines and 

journals like Poetry Review, and the Journal of Commonwealth Literature. Her Ph.D 

focused on Sylvia Plath. She is Professor of English at the University of Allahabad, India. 

Her hobby is Indian music and her songs are available on the "Beat of India" website, 

http://www.beatofindia.com/arists/smita_a.htm and  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsMmauUSyr4 
 

Kathleen Aponick received an MFA from the Writing Program at Warren Wilson 

College in Asheville, North Carolina and has published poetry in many journals, 

including Notre Dame Review, The Classical Outlook, Seneca Review, and more recently 

Tampa Review and The Healing Muse. She has two chapbooks: Near the River's Edge, 

published by Pudding House Publications and The Port, published by Finishing Line 

Press. A former teacher and editor, she also co-edited Merrimack, A Poetry Anthology 

with Jane Brox and Paul Marion (Loom Press).  

 

Lauren Ashley Benard currently attends the University of California, Riverside and will 

be graduating this coming June with her B.A. in English. Beginning this Fall she will 

attend graduate school and work towards a M.A. in English with an emphasis on 20th 

Century American literary depictions of domestic space and gender roles. This is her first 

published essay and will serve as a stepping stone towards her future as an aspiring Plath 

scholar. Plath once wrote "I write only because there is a voice within me that will not be 

still" in a letter home to her mother (Letters Home 35). These words really speak to 

Lauren as she also possesses a voice within that nourishes her commitment to writing. In 

order to exercise her artistry, she devotedly writes poetry, lyrics, and fiction. Apart from 

that, her sideline interests are working as a writing tutor at her University and 

volunteering for her city as an operator for a crisis intervention hotline. 

 

Carol Bere is an independent scholar and professional writer. She taught literature and 

writing at New York University and Rutgers University, and was also an officer in a New 

York investment bank. Her articles and reviews have appeared in several publications 

including The Washington Post Book World, Boston Review,  The Ted Hughes Society 

Journal, The Literary Review, Contemporary Poetry Review, Translation Review; Ted 

Hughes: Alternative Horizons; Lire Ted Hughes: New Selected Poems 1957-1994; Ted 

Hughes: Critical Essays; and Sylvia Plath: the Critical Heritage. Her articles have also 

been published in many international finance magazines. 
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Dianne Blakely is the author of Hurricane Walk, named one of the year's ten best poetry 

collections by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch; Farewell, My Lovelies, selected for special 

feature by the Academy of American Poets Book Club; and Cities of Flesh and the Dead, 

winner of the Alice Fay DiCastsagnola Award for a manuscript-in-progress and the 7th 

annual Elixir Book publication prize.  She is currently at work on Rain in our Door: 

Duets with Robert Johnson. 

 

Christi Concus lives in Indiana with her three daughters. Her poem first appeared in the 

Tipton Poetry Journal. 

 

Juliet Cook's poetry has appeared in Action Yes, Barn Owl Review, Columbia Poetry 

Review, Diagram, Diode and many more print and online publications. She is the 

editor/publisher of Blood Pudding Press (print) and Thirteen Myna Birds (online). Cook's 

first full-length poetry book, Horrific Confection was published by BlazeVOX.  She also 

has several of published poetry chapbooks, most recently including Fondant Pig Angst 

(Slash Pine Press), Tongue Like a Stinger (Wheelhouse) and Post-Stroke (Blood Pudding 

Press for Dusie Kollektiv 5) – with another new chapbook, Thirteen Designer Vaginas, 

coming soon from the new Hyacinth Girl Press. To find out more about all of the above 

and other information, please visit http://www.JulietCook.weebly.com.  

  

Gail Crowther was awarded her Ph.D from Lancaster University in March 2010 for her 

thesis "The Haunted Reader and Sylvia Plath." She is currently a lecturer in the 

Sociology department at Lancaster University, is an Associate Lecturer for the Open 

University, and is Editorial Assistant for the Journal of Historical Sociology. Her current 

research interests are feminist life writing, sociological hauntings and post-industrial 

ruins. She is Guest Editor for this issue of Plath Profiles. 

 

P.H. Davies is an English poet and blogger living in Oxford. He is the author of three 

poetry volumes and one novel, and currently works for the University of Oxford. He has 

degrees in English Literature and Psychology and is currently working on a book of short 

stories and a new collection of poetry. His website is http://www.phdavies.co.uk.  

  
Gerald Dawe's most recent poetry collections include Lake Geneva (2005) and Points 

West (2008). The Proper Word: Collected Criticism was published in 2007.  He is a 

Fellow of Trinity College Dublin where he lectures in modern literature and directs the 

graduate writing programme. 

Jennifer Dobson is currently enrolled at Indiana University Northwest in Gary, Indiana, 

20 miles south of Chicago, Illinois. In her free time, she enjoys jogging, reading, and 

spending time with her husband and daughter. 

 

Azadeh Feridounpour received her B.A. in English Language and Literature from 

Shahid Beheshti University in Tehran, Iran, in 2005; and her M.A. from the University of 

Tehran in 2009. Her thesis is entitled "To Be Playing to the Gallery of Oneself Alone: 

The Motif of Enclosure after WW II in Sylvia Plath's The Bell Jar and Some Selected 

http://www.julietcook.weebly.com/
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Poems." Currently, Feridounpour is conducting research on Ludvig Holberg's Comedies 

and translating his Erasmus Montanus, Jeppe of the Hills and The Political Tinker with 

professor Behzad Ghaderi Sohi. She writes poems in Persian (her mother tongue), 

Turkish, and in English. She is from Kermanshah, Iran. 

 

Jeanne Fielder has worked in social service settings, including autistic and intellectually 

challenged children with special needs, with the frail elderly, and for homeless animals, 

as well as children with English in after-school programs. She has also taught adult ESL. 

She also has tutored in English, Art, and Math, and worked with an environmental 

company, import-export companies, and in the field of marketing. After Hurricane 

Katrina, she manned phones for the American Red Cross and searched for and wrote 

grants for an artist collective that supported children with disabilities. Currently, Jeanne is 

working with preschool children and getting a Masters in Early Childhood Education, 

and plans to use writing to heal. 

 

Stefanie Ford received her Bachelors Degree in Secondary Education in May 2011 from 

Indiana University, Northwest.  She majored in English with a minor in Writing.  This is 

her first published essay, and she dedicates it to the most inspirational people in her life: 

Jon and Peyton. Her goal is to pursue graduate degrees in instructional design and 

writing.  She believes that studying language and writing takes you on an 

amazing journey in which you learn not only more about the world, but about yourself. 

 

Nancy Freeman Nancy Freeman currently lives with her mother in the mountains of 

Colorado.  She takes care of two horses, and she's thinking about majoring in 

psychiatric nursing.  Her favorite poets are Emily Dickinson, Dorothy Parker, Sylvia 

Plath, Anne Sexton, and Nikki Giovanni. On open-mic nights in Boulder, she drives her 

truck down to listen to women read their poetry.  She smokes, dances, and stays up late at 

night reading Plath's early poetry.  She says: "I don't read modern, males poets from 

America.  I find them too limiting, except, maybe, Alan Ginsberg."  At 22 years of age, 

she dates men, but finds them "dull."  "I prefer women," she says, "who read Plath."   

 

Hafizah Geter teaches college writing and generally enjoys it. She is a South Carolina 

native currently living in Chicago, Illinois. She received her MFA in Poetry from 

Columbia College Chicago and is a Cave Canem Fellow. Her poems have appeared or 

are forthcoming in Columbia Poetry Review, RHINO, New Delta Review, Packingtown 

Review and NANO Fiction. 

 

Amanda Golden is the Post-Doctoral Fellow in Poetics at Emory University's Fox 

Center for Humanistic Inquiry. She is completing a manuscript, Annotating Modernism: 

The Reading and Teaching Strategies of Sylvia Plath, John Berryman, Anne Sexton, and 

Ted Hughes. She is the recipient of a Dissertation Fellowship from the Harry Ransom 

Humanities Research Center at the University of Texas, Austin and an Everett Helm 

Visiting Fellowship from the Lilly Library, Indiana University, Bloomington. With the 

poet David Trinidad, she is editing the essay collection: "This Business of Words": 

Reassessing Anne Sexton (2012). She is also the Book Review Editor of Woolf Studies 

Annual and co-edited Virginia Woolf Miscellany's special issue on Virginia Woolf and 
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Sylvia Plath (2007). She has published in and guest edited Plath Profiles: An 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Sylvia Plath Studies (2009, 2010) and has an essay in Rodopi 

Press's forthcoming collection on Plath's novel The Bell Jar (2012). 

 

Gillian Groszewski is a Ph D student at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. In 2009, she 

received an M. Phil in Literature of the Americas from Trinity College. The title of her 

master's thesis was "Elegy and the Poetry of Robert Lowell." Currently, she is working 

on a Ph D which considers Ted Hughes' engagement with American writers and culture 

in his poetry and prose. She is studying Hughes' interest in poets as diverse as Emily 

Dickinson, T. S. Eliot and Sylvia Plath. In September 2010, she gave a paper at the Ted 

Hughes International Conference in Cambridge entitled, "'I Fear a Man of Frugal 

Speech': Ted Hughes and Emily Dickinson." 

 

Julia Gordon-Bramer has a Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing, both in fiction and 

poetry, from the University of Missouri-St. Louis, and a Literature and Language degree 

from Webster University in St. Louis. She has spent the last thirty-plus years reading 

tarot cards personally and professionally, and is a student of Qabalah and Jungian 

Alchemy. She currently teaches literature at Lindenwood University in St. Charles, 

Missouri, and is seeking a publisher for her nearly-complete mystical reinterpretation of 

Plath's work, Fixed Stars Govern a Life. Recent publications of her work on or about 

Sylvia Plath can be found in Fat Gold Watch, The Left Bank Review, WomenArts 

Quarterly Journal Vol. I Issue I, and Plath Profiles 3. You may write her at 

tarot@nighttimes.com.   

After reading English at Cambridge, Ronald Hayman lived in Germany for two years 

before going to drama school in London. His undistinguished career as an actor took him 

to weekly, fortnightly and three-weekly reps all over England and Wales. His career as a 

director was almost equally undistinguished. Only one production - a one-man show 

about Shaw - made it to the West End and Broadway. His books have been more 

successful. They include biographies of Kafka, Proust, Sartre, Brecht, Thomas Mann and 

Jung. He also wrote a series of critical books about contemporary playwrights including 

Beckett, Pinter and Stoppard.  He has written plays for radio and the theatre. Playing the 

Wife was staged as Chichester with Derek Jacobi in the leading part. 

Vanessa Hurley is a newly hatched small business pioneer. Convinced that she can do 

something different with photography, she founded Novel Etchings Photography on 

February 23, 2011. Photography with a "voice." This idea grew from her  love of using 

pictures to tell stories. While photography is primarily about capturing time, isn't it also 

about the memories, the meanings both behind and beyond the film? I want my 

photographs to say something; I want my pictures to seize more than just the moment 

when the camera snaps so that the images literally etch the emotions of the occasion. 

Visit www.noveletchingsphotography.com for more information. 

 

Jaime Jost is a recent graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Superior. She will be 

attending the University of Minnesota-Duluth graduate school in the Fall. Jost is an 

aspiring Plath scholar. She is currently working on a project with Dr. Raychel Reiff 

mailto:tarot@nighttimes.com
http://www.noveletchingsphotography.com/
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exploring Plath's poetry through the lens of New Critical Theory, which will be published 

in The McNair Scholars Journal at UW-Superior.  

Anna Journey is the author of the collection, If Birds Gather Your Hair for Nesting 

(University of Georgia Press, 2009), selected by Thomas Lux for the National Poetry 

Series. Her poems are published in a number of journals, including American Poetry 

Review, FIELD, and Kenyon Review, and her essays appear in Blackbird, Notes on 

Contemporary Literature, and Parnassus. In 2006, Journey discovered the unpublished 

status of Sylvia Plath's early sonnet "Ennui" and the influence of Fitzgerald's The Great 

Gatsby on it. 

 

Jennifer Juneau is a U.S. National Poetry Series finalist and her poems have been 

published in American Poetry Journal, Cincinnati Review, Portland Review, Seattle 

Review, Verse Daily and other magazines. She lives and writes in Switzerland, where she 

is a sports journalist for 90:00 Soccer Magazine. 

Cheryl Diane Kidder holds a B.A. in Creative Writing from San Francisco State 

University. Her fiction and poetry have appeared in In Posse Review, The Reed, Amelia, 

Dog River Review, Eclectica, Alchemy, Three Candles, Outsider Ink, Verbsap, Word 

Riot, The Clackamas Literary Review and elsewhere. Her work has been nominated twice 

for the Pushcart Prize and was short-listed on story South's Million Writer's Award. You 

can find her at http://cheryldkidder.blogspot.com/. 

 

Jemma L. King is currently completing her PhD. at Aberystwyth University in Wales on 

the subject of the life and work of Frieda Hughes, the daughter of Ted Hughes and Sylvia 

Plath. She also teaches contemporary writing at the University. Her poetry has been 

featured widely in publications within the UK and also across Europe. She was recently 

awarded the Terry Hetherington Young Writer of the Year Award 2011 for her poem 

"Amelia." She lives in Snowdonia in North Wales (UK). 

 

Linda Kosciewicz-Fleming is a visual artist and musician and has exhibited throughout 

Scotland and London, including the Royal Scottish Academy; Scottish Society of Artists; 

Aberdeen Artists, Mall Galleries, London, Inspace, Edinburgh and the Great North 

Museum Newcastle. She recently received awards from the University of Edinburgh and 

Fife Contemporary Arts to create videos. The human body, particularly the female body, 

is a fundamental element of her work, especially its physical, psychological, and cultural 

aspects. She is also influenced by music, poetry, literature, movement and dance, life 

sciences and history, works in photography, and intaglio print and video. She is a lifelong 

fan of Plath and recently completed a toyobo print series called the "White Series" which 

included prints inspired by Plath's "Lady Lazarus." This series explores the cultural and 

symbolic aspects of the colour white – innocence, life, death, purity and transience – in 

relation to the female body.  

Lyn Lifshin is the American author of more than 120 books and has edited four 

anthologies including The Licorice Daughter: My Year with Ruffian, Another Woman 

Who Looks Like Me, Cold Comfort, Before It's Light, Desire, and 92 Rapple Drive. Also 

https://webmail.iu.edu/horde/services/go.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcheryldkidder.blogspot.com%2F
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out recently are: Nutley Pond, Persephone, Barbaro: Beyond Brokenness, Lost in the 

Fog, Light at the End: The Jesus Poems, Ballet Madonnas, Katrina, Lost Horses, Chiffon, 

and Ballroom. Forthcoming titles include: All the Poets Who Have Touched Me, Living 

and Dead, and All True: Especially the Lies. Her web site is http://www.lynlifshin.com.  

 

Kimberly Mahler's recent work has appeared in, 5AM, DMQ Review, My Baby Rides the 

Short Bus anthology, Naugatuck River Review, The International Psychoanalysis Poetry 

Monday and Cimarron Review.  She has taught college-level writing and literature in the 

San Francisco Bay Area for 17 years and is the director of The International Poetry 

Library of San Francisco (http://www.iplsf.org).  She lives on the coast, a few miles north 

Half Moon Bay, California, with her son Harrison. 

 

Maeve O'Brien is a first year Ph.D student at the University of Ulster. She has a B.A. 

(Honours) in English Literature and Modern History from the Queen’s University of 

Belfast and an M.Litt in English Literature (Modernities) from the University of 

Glasgow. Her Ph.D project aims to analyse responses to silence in the poetry and fiction 

of Sylvia Plath. Her research interests include modern and contemporary poetry, 

American avant-garde art and poetry movements, representations of madness in 

literature, the Southern gothic, W.B. Yeats, and novels of the 1950s.  

 

Susan E. Schwartz, Ph.D. is a Jungian analyst trained in Zurich, Switzerland, as well  

as a licensed clinical psychologist. She is a  member of the New Mexico Society of  

Jungian Analysts, the  International Association of Analytical Psychology and the  

American  Psychological Association. She gives workshops and presentations at various 

community and professional organizations and lectures worldwide on various aspects  of 

Jungian analytical psychology. Schwartz is the author of journal articles on daughters and 

fathers, Puella, Sylvia Plath, a chapter in four editions of Counseling and Psychotherapy 

textbook and a chapter in Perpetual Adolescence: Jungian Analyses of American Media, 

Literature and Pop Culture, published in 2009. 

 

Bradley K. Shewaga lives happily in sunny California. He has an MBA in technology 

management and works as a technical analyst. He also enjoys writing science 

fiction. Since many of his themes deal with humanity's struggle against a corporate 

aristocracy, his friends have called him a "Visionary Philosopher."  

 

Nina Solomita is a playwright, actor, writer and educator. She has an M.F.A. in Creative 

Writing from Goddard College. Her plays, Fania, and Brought Me No Comfort have been 

produced in Carmel, California and Boston, Massachusetts, respectively. Her writing has 

been featured in The Pitkin Review, the Mother/Daughter Monologue Series of the 

International Centre for Women Playwrights, and in several newspapers. She provides 

professional writing services and teaches creative writing and playwriting. 

Elizabeth Spies completed her Ph.D. from UC Riverside in June 2010 in American 

Literature and Poetry with a specialization in marketing and advertising.  During her 

interim at UCR, she served as the Assistant Director of Applied Intermediate 

Composition.  Also during her doctoral work, she served a fellowship at Ludwig 

http://www.lynlifshin.com/
http://www.iplsf.org/
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Maxmillian Universitat in Munich, Germany.  She was a Dean's Fellow at UCR and a 

Duke University Hartman Center for Advertising and Sales Grant Recipient. Also at 

UCR, she was awarded the University's Outstanding Teaching Award. Spies did her 

undergraduate work at UC Irvine on an NCAA Division I full tuition soccer scholarship. 

She has presented at NEMLA and PAMLA and has published articles on Allen Ginsberg, 

Ishmael Reed, Amy Lowell, 9/11, and 21st Century American Literature.  

 

Peter K. Steinberg is the author of the "Introduction" to the 2010 CD The Spoken Word: 

Sylvia Plath (British Library Publishing) and the 2004 biography Sylvia Plath (Chelsea 

House). He has published articles on Plath in this journal, as well as in Fine Books & 

Collections and Notes & Queries. He maintains the website "A Celebration, This is" 

http://www.sylviaplath.info/index2.html and the Sylvia Plath Info Blog 

http://sylviaplathinfo.blogspot.com. He holds a Masters of Library and Information 

Science from Simmons College, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

 

David Trinidad's books include Plasticville (2000), Phoebe 2002: An Essay in Verse 

(with Jeffery Conway and Lynn Crosbie, 2003), The Late Show (2007), and By Myself 

(with D.A. Powell, 2009), all published by Turtle Point Press. Dear Prudence: New and 

Selected Poems will be published by Turtle Point in fall 2011.  He is also editor of A Fast 

Life: The Collected Poems of Tim Dlugos, which was published this spring by Nightboat 

Books.  Trinidad currently lives in Chicago, where he teaches at Columbia College and 

co-edits the journal Court Green. 

 

Maria Rita Viana is a doctoral candidate at Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil. She 

graduated from the Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil, where she also received a 

joint Capes/FIPSE scholarship to conduct research on Literature at New York University. 

She is a certified public translator for the state of Minas Gerais, Brazil. 

 

Duska Vrhovac is a poet, writer, journalist and translator born in Banja Luka, ex 

Yugoslavia. A graduate of the Faculty of Philology of Belgrade University, she has 

worked with major newspapers and has authored and edited  radio and television 

broadcasts. Formerly with the RTS (Radio Television of Serbia), she is now a writer and 

freelance journalist living in Belgrade, Serbia. Vrhovac is a member of the Association of 

Writers of Serbia (Member of the Board for International Relations), the International 

Federation of Journalists and of the Association of Literary Translators of Serbia, and she 

is Ambassador to Serbia by Poetas del Mundo, Santiago de Chile.  She has published 

sixteen books of poetry, many of which have been translated into seventeen languages.  

 

Christine Walde has published her poetry in a variety of Canadian journals, including 

The Antigonish Review, Descant, Carousel and Vallum. She is in the final stages of 

completing a full-length poetry manuscript about Plath and Hughes' camping trip to Rock 

Lake, Canada in 1959. This is her third appearance in Plath Profiles. She lives and works 

in London, Ontario, Canada. 

 

Andrea L. Watson's poetry has appeared in Runes, Ekphrasis, Cream City Review, 

Subtropics, The Dublin Quarterly, International Poetry Review, Nimrod and Memoir 

http://www.sylviaplath.info/index2.html
http://sylviaplathinfo.blogspot.com/
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(and). She is co-editor of Collecting Life: Poets on Objects Known and Imagined, 

forthcoming in autumn, 2011, and co-curator of Fragments: Poets and Artists of the 

Southwest and Southwest, an ekphrasis show traveling to Memphis, Tennessee in 

October, 2011. 

 

Morney Shayne Wilson was born on April 3, 1969 in Scotland. She graduated in 

English Literature from the University of Sussex. She was a regular contributor to the 

online Sylvia Plath Forum managed  by Elaine Connell and her poems were published on 

several internet websites. Her collection of poems was published under the title I Am The 

Blast From Your Past (LuLu.com). In 2008 the singer/songwriter Barry Crawford set 

several of her poems to music in an album produced as The Morney Set. Some of the 

poems were included for the first time in her posthumous poetry collection Martyr Doll.  

Her prose has been collected in the volume Remains, both edited by her close friend 

Rehan Qayoom. Morney Wilson passed away in November 2010, in London. 

 

Jennifer Yaros received her M.A. in Liberal Studies, Concentration: English, from 

Valparaiso University in Indiana, and currently teaches high school English. Her poetry, 

fiction, and essays have appeared in various literary publications, including Etchings, 

Plath Profiles (Volumes 1 and 2), Stickman Review, and Valparaiso Poetry Review 

(Fall/Winter 2008-2009 and Spring/Summer 2011), among others. In addition, one of her 

poems was published in Their Buoyant Bodies Respond, a chapbook published by the 

Inglis House Poetry Workshop. 

Lauren Zane recently received her Bachelor of Arts degree in English with honors from 

the University of South Florida.  She participated in the English Honors Program, was a 

member of Sigma Tau Delta, International English Honors Society, and won the Charles 

F. Brooks Award for Excellence in Technical Writing.  Her research interests include: 

confessional poetry, feminist theory, modernism, Victorian literature, critical theory, the 

novel, and film.  She is currently working as a Technical Writer in Tampa, Florida. 

Kristina Zimbakova is a Sylvia Plath scholar, painter and freelance translator. Along 

with solo and group exhibiting of her mixed-media works, she has published numerous 

articles on Plath and translated selected poems by various poets into Macedonian. She has 

edited and translated Sylvia Plath: Selected Poems (2005), consisting of 39 poems, and 

Anne Sexton: Selected Poems (2011), consisting of 38 poems, both books published by 

Academic Press. She has translated into English a book of philosophical essays entitled 

The Great Building and Other Conversations with the Unknown One by Ferid Muhic, 

(Blesok 2001).  

 


