
SOCIETE RENCESVALS (BRITISH SECTION) 

First Weekend Conference lst-3rd December 1978 

The Branch committee, having felt the lack in the British Section of 
the Society of any corporate activity, decided to use the twelfth Cen- 
tenary year to inaugurate a series of weekend conferences. No specific 
theme was proposed for the conference, as it was felt essential to cover 
as wide a range of the members interests as possible. 

The meeting was held at the Green Dragon Hotel, Hereford, and 
comprised twenty-one full-time conference members and two day- 
visitors. Five papers were read at the conference: 

Prof. D. D. R. Owen, "Hastings and Roncevaux." 
The Roland poet elaborated an earlier version of the Roncevaux 
legend, combining material from Carolingian writers and the 
vernacular epic tradition. Similarly the Carmen de Hastingae 
Proelio, an account in Latin verse of the Conquest, embellishes its 
material with borrowings from the Roland. There is evidence that in 
some learned circles in the twelfth century Hastings was seen in 
terms of Roncevaux, and William as a latter-day Charlemagne or 
Roland. 

Dr. W. M. Hackett, "The Ethos of Girart de Roussillon" 
The paper was based on an article published in Mélanges. . . offerts 
à Jules Horrent. Three aspects of the ethical world of Girart de 
Roussillon were considered: feudalism, treated particularly from 
the standpoint of the vassal's duty; money; religion. Service to one's 
lord is of paramount importance, as exemplified in Charles's honor- 
ing the loyal dead of both camps after a battle. Money is used to 
characterize protagonists by its rôle as booty and largesse; Religion 
is the overriding consideration, as rectitude in the eyes of God is 
held to be independant of victory in battle. 

Prof. R. C. Johnston, "On Editing Fierabras." 
Reference was made to projected critical edition to be prepared in 
collaboration by the speaker and Dr. Ian Short. After presenting 
some of the particularly knotty problems of the MS tradition of 
Fierabras, consideration was given to the date of the text This was 
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assessed as being between 1135 and 1240, if the identification of 
the geographical site with Aiguës Mortes is accepted. 

Prof. C. C. Smith, "The Diffusion of the Cult of the Cid-a Survey." 
Bédier's thesis concerning the rôle of sanctuaries in the formation 
of epic poems was to a certain extent inverted, as the spread of the 
popularity of the Cid as a cult figure was traced, through the acqui- 
sition by churches of relics of the Cid, his associates, and enemies 
up to its peak in the decade preceding 1272. 

Prof. M. D. Legge, "Anglo-Norman and the Chansons de geste." 
The paper was based on an article published in the Mélanges . . . 
offerts à Jeanne Wathelet-Willem. Attention was drawn to the para- 
dox that while many chansons de geste are preserved in insular 
MSS, there is no original A.-N. composition. There followed a sur- 
vey of the important rôle played by insular patronage in the devel- 
opment of the genre. 

In addition to the papers read, there was a general discussion on 
"Roncevaux and Compostela," led by Prof. G. Robertson-Mellor, in 
which a number of problems connected with sites associated with the 
chanson de geste and their diffusion were examined. 

Activities of a less formally academic nature included the screening 
of Prof. van Emden's film of the twelfth Centenary International Con- 
gress, and a visit to the chained library of Hereford Cathedral. 

It is planned to hold the second weekend conference of the British 
Section of the Society in 1980, either at the end of Autumn Term or at 
the start of the Christmas vacation. 
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