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How these remnants of French epic details reached our author is 
uncertain. They may have been known through early Castilian versions of 
French epics, through known prose references in Latin documents or 
Spanish chronicles, or through Carolingian ballads which kept the legends 
flourishing in Spain long after most of them had been forgotten in France. 
The allusions to the character-type based upon Beltrán—including epithet- 
ical formulas—would most likely be from ballads. 

In the expanded life of the nearly-neglected saint we study, the 
characteristic recourses of hagiography are all applied (opposition of parents 
to the son's religious vocation, the choice of the heavenly kingdom over 
the earthly empire, the miraculous cures at the saint's death), and motifs 
from early romances are also present. But the most impressive aspect of 
the saint's legend was the presence of French epic heroes, for whom the 
hagiographer stages a whole new set of adventures. 

Wayne State Roland Symposium 

A symposium in commemoration of the twelfth centenary of the 
Battle of Roncevaux took place at Wayne State University on November 
17, 1978, and the following papers were presented: Guy Mermier (Univer- 
sity of Michigan), "In Quest of the Song of Roland's Mysterious Quality"; 
Aristobulo Pardo (Ohio State University): "The Fortunes of the Pseudo- 
Turpin and its Chronicle in Spanish Medieval Literature"; Manuela Cirre 
(Wayne State University): "Who Really Fought at Roncesvalles?"; Vin- 
cent Almazan (Wayne State University): "'Runzivals' and 'Jacobs Land' in 
Medieval Scandinavian Literature." 


