
Editorial: A Year of Transition 

With this issue, Olifant marks its fifth anniversary. It was in October 
1973 that a fifty-two page typewritten publication was distributed to the 
members of the Société Rencesvals, American-Canadian Branch, and since 
that date Olifant has seen a continual growth, both in the number of its 
readers and the number of pages printed in each volume. The last issue, 
132 pages long, was distributed to readers throughout the world, in six 
continents and on both sides of the iron curtain. The past year alone saw a 
fifty percent increase in the number of our subscribers, this at a time when 
so many other excellent journals have had to face decreasing circulations, 
leading to smaller numbers of pages being printed per volume. 

We are more than pleased with the success of our venture and would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you, our readers, for the support you 
have given us in the past. As we face our next half decade, we hope you 
will continue not only to enjoy reading these pages but that you will also 
continue to contribute articles, reviews, announcements, and ideas for 
improvement. This is your journal. 

The year 1978 marks a period of transition for Olifant, the Société 
Rencesvals, and medieval epic studies as a whole. It is first of all our sad 
duty to announce the death this past spring of one of our most famous and 
beloved colleagues: Gérard Moignet, member of the Société Rencesvals 
and editor of the Chanson de Roland. A future issue of Olifant will contain 
a necrology and appreciation by Professor Moignet's colleague at the 
Sorbonne, Raymond Arveiller, but as this issue goes to press we cannot let 
the moment pass without also expressing our deep regret over the loss of a 
friend of all medievalists. 

This year has also seen changes among the officers of the Société 
Rencesvals. At the International General Meeting which took place this 
past August in Spain, Professor Maurice Delbouille informed us of his 
intention not to stand for reelection as president of our organization. He 
was subsequently elected by unanimous acclamation to the position of 
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honorary president. An election was then held to determine the new 
president of the society. The two vice-presidents were nominated from the 
floor to run for this post, and in the election the distinguished scholar, 
Professor Martín de Riquer, became the new president of the Société 
Rencesvals. A subsequent vote elected Professor Cesare Segre to Professor 
de Riquer's former post as vice-president. 

It was at the 1973 Rencesvals meeting in Aix-en-Provence that 
Professor Delbouille succeeded Professor Pierre Le Gentil as the second 
president of the society, while the administrative center of our organization 
was moved to the Université de Liège, where it remains today. As 
presidents, Professor Le Gentil and Professor Delbouille did much to 
make the Société Rencesvals one of the most important and influential 
medieval organizations in the world. We are fortunate that they still 
remain as officers. Their advice and guidance is much appreciated. We also 
congratulate Professors de Riquer and Segre on their election to new 
positions within the society. 

We are sorry to inform our readers that Jan A. Nelson, co-editor of 
Olifant with responsability for the "Bibliographical Note," has resigned his 
position. He will continue to serve on the editorial board. 

During the past five years, Professor Nelson has been a great asset to 
this publication, but since 1977 his promotion to the chairmanship of his 
department, along with the pressure of other work as co-editor of the Old 
French Crusade Cycle Series, in press at the University of Alabama, 
prevented him from continuing the "Bibliographical Note." We are sorry 
that this section—one of the most important in Olifant, will no longer be 
under his guidance, but we are grateful for what he has done, both for 
Olifant and for the Société Rencesvals in the past, and we would like to 
take this opportunity to express, on behalf of all of our readers, our 
appreciation to Professor Nelson. 


