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Each year, in conjunction with the Modern Language Association Con- 
vention, the Société Rencesvals, American-Canadian Branch, holds its annual 
meeting, open to members and non-members of the society. The meeting this 
year will take place on Wednesday, December 28, in the Bel Air Room of the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Discussion will focus on the 
papers in this issue of Olifant. The first, "Interpreting Romanesque Narrative: 
Conques and the Roland," is by Charles F. Altman, Associate Professor of 
French at the University of Iowa. Professor Altman received his doctorate 
from Yale in 1971 and has published on medieval aesthetics and modern criti- 
cism. He is currently completing a book on the Theory of Narrative Structure 
and a study entitled Towards a Semiotics of Romanesque Narrative. The next 
paper, "La Pastorale de Roland: A Basque Theatrical Interpretation of the 
Battle of Roncevaux," is by Hans E. Keller, Professor of Romance Languages 
at The Ohio State University. Well known to medievalists, he is working on a 
book tracing the legend of Roland from the middle ages to the present in 
Europe, a study intended to complement the recent Préhistoire et Protohistoire 
du Roland d'Oxford by the late Paul Aebischer. The last paper, "The Ascend- 
ance of Love in Aye d'Avignon," is by Ellen Rose Woods, who received her 
doctorate from Stanford University this past September and teaches in the 
Humanities Department there. Her dissertation, "Aye d'Avignon: A Study of 
Genre and Society," treats the rôle of the woman in integrating romance pat- 
terns into the epic; it also explores aspects of the relationship of literature to 
society. Research interests of Dr. Woods currently are in genre theory and 
sociological literary criticism. She has begun work on a project exploring the 
vassal relationships between king and hero, seen in the contrast between 
Charlemagne and the romance or fairy king in Aye and Huon de Bordeaux. 

Professor William Calin of the University of Oregon will chair the meet- 
ing this year. Advance permission to attend is not required, and, as noted, the 
meeting is open to non-members as well as members of the Société Rences- 
vals. The proceedings will be recorded on tape for transcription, editing, and 
expansion and will be published in the March 1978 issue of Olifant. 
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