Dissertation Abstract

Throu?h the cooperation of Xerox University Microfilms, future issues
of Olifant will contain abstracts from DAl of recent dissertations on Medieval
Romance Epics. This month we present, in advance of publication in DAl, the
abstract of a dissertation by one of our new members. ___

Patricia Sai-Hin Young Lee
Northwestern University:

Normes et Structure dans Raoul de Cambrai

Critical attention to the literary aspects of Raoul de Cambrai has
begun only recently. Heretofore, scholars have been primarily concerned with
the historical aspects of the epic, and its relevance to theories of the origins
of the chanson de geste.

his dissertation is an attempt to analyze the French chanson de geste
Raoul de Cambrai from a literary standpoint, focusing particularly on the moral
and social norms_ revealed in the poem 1tself, the heroes who embody them, and
the extent to which they determine the poem's structure.

The hero®s decisions, as well as the consequences of his action, reflect
the prevailing ideals and values of the epoch during which the poem was composed.
Thus, Raoul"s desmesure largely determines the tragic outcome of events leading
to his death. As the poet unfolds the story of Raoul®s life, a definite ethical
code becomes apparent through his own commentary and through the characters®
response to each other's actions. The poet”s condemnation of reprehensible
ﬁctlon does not, however, modify his sympathy and obvious admiration for the

ero.

Despite fundamental differences in the socio-political frameworks of
the Chanson de Roland and Raoul de Cambrai, a close analysis demonstrates
that both Roland and Raoul are primarily motivated by an almost obsessive con-
cern for reservin? honor and avoiding societal disapproval. An examination
of the cultural values represented in Raoul de Cambrai reveals a shift from
the highly elevated ideals of a Franco-Christian nature, such as those found
in the Chanson de Roland, to the more terrestrial and personal interests of
a feudal society. While attitudes towards honor, prowess, moderation, courage
and loyalty remain similar in both works, loyalty to one"s lineage and protection
of familial fiefs replace God, king and country as motives for action in
Raoul de Cambrai. Moral and social values are further evidenced by an analysis
of Bernier and of the secondary characters: Guerri, Aalais, the sons of
Herbert, Marsent, Gautier and Béatrix.

Formal analysis of Raoul de Cambrai reveals a highly interlaced structure
in which symmetry, contrast, parallelism, anticipatory devices and repetition
abound. The rhymed and assonanced portions of the epic contrast in structure,
tone, character conCﬁPtion, and patterns of time and space.

This study also examines the Iiterigy and dramatic techniques en?loyed
by the poet to produce various aesthetic effects. By means of rhetorical and
narrative devices, the poet establishes a circle of relationships encompassing
himself, his audience and his characters.
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While most scholars have dismissed consideration of the final assonanced
section of Raoul de Cambrai on grounds that it is a late addition to the rhymed
section, this study examines its thematic content, structure, and the extent to
which it relates to the preceding section. The present study strongly suggests
that an assessment of the literary merit of Raoul de Cambrai requires a consid-
eration of the entire poem, as it exists in the sole remaining manuscript of
the Bibliothéque nationale in Paris.
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French Literature and Computers

) Persons in French Literature attending the 1973 Modern Language Associa-
tion convention in Chicago who would be interested in an introduction to methods
of using a computer in literary studies, may want to attend Seminar 145: "The
Study of French Literature with Computers,” to be held on Saturday, December
29, Trom 10:30 to 11:45 a.m., in room 413, Conrad Hilton Hotel. The first
paper will be of particular interest to medievalists: a report by Professor
Benjamin L. Honeycutt, University of Missouri, on how to go about maklng
computer-generated concordances. The talk will be illustrated with Professor
Honeycutt®s current work on the Lais of Marie de France and his earlier con-
cordance of all of the Fabliaux. The other papers at this seminar will _be
by Professor Richard L. Frautschi, Pennsylvania State University, who will
talk on current studies in French literature usin% computers, an up-date of
his article on the same subject in the September 1973 issue of Computers and
the Humanities, and by Professor Susan Tiefenbrun, Columbia University, who
wiTl speak on a computational stylistic study of La Princesse de Cléves.
Persons_W|sh|ng to attend should write in advance To the Seminar_organizer
and chairman, John R. Allen, Department of Romance Languages, University of
Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, who will send advance copies of the
papers to the first thirty-five persons requesting them.




