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The Société Rencesvals 
 

The Société Internationale Rencesvals is devoted to the study of 
medieval epic literature in the various Romance languages and of 
materials in other languages/literatures derived from Romance epic.   

Membership in the Société Rencesvals is open to all persons 
interested in the medieval Romance epic, its cognates, and derivatives.  
The society is organized into twelve national or regional branches located 
in Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, The Nether-
lands, Scandinavia, Spain, Switzerland, Brazil/Portugal, and the United 
States/Canada. The organization’s main activities are international 
congresses, branch meetings, sponsoring sessions in the areas of its 
interests at major conferences throughout its membership areas, and the 
publication of bibliographical materials.  Since 1958, the society has met 
triennially at a variety of world locales for the purposes of hearing papers 
on epic subjects and facilitating discussion among medievalists. The 
American-Canadian branch meets regularly each May in conjunction 
with the International Medieval Conference at Western Michigan State 
University in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  Sessions are also held each 
December in conjunction with the annual convention of the Modern 
Language Association of America. 

The Société publishes an annual Bulletin bibliographique, edited at 
the Université de Liège, with contributions from the various regional and 
national branches.  The Bulletin provides a critical bibliography of 
Romance and related epic literatures, including notices of book reviews 
in learned journals. Olifant, published semiannually by the American-
Canadian Branch of the Société, contains articles and reviews concerning 
the Romance epic and related topics. 

For more detailed information concerning Olifant (subscriptions, 
submission guidelines, book review procedures, back issues) or the 
Sociéte Rencesvals (membership, upcoming conferences, current 
activities, Bulletin bibliographique), please visit the American-Canadian 
Branch website:   

 
http://www.noctrl.edu/societerencesvals 

 
Comments and queries are welcome.  
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