LITERACY BUBBLE

Abby E. Burch

Growing up, | felt trapped, like | was inside a bubble that
limited my abilities. | was able to grow, just not blossom with my work.
Other than elementary school, | did not receive very much help with
developing my literacy skills, or honestly any skills. This is likely why
it took me so long to learn how to tie my shoes. | do not have any
memories of my mother sitting down to help me with learning. | do
have two sisters, but they dropped out of high school and are ten years
older than me, so they were not much help. Even though my dad was
always busy with work, | do have memories of him helping me with my
school struggles. Although | have memories of learning on my own and
with my dad, my dad was my primary literacy sponsor.

| remember early in elementary school | needed help with
a writing assignment. | asked my mom to help me, and she said
something along the lines of “I don't know how to do that, go ask your
dad.” So, | went to ask my dad, and he sat down to help me. The only
thing he had a problem with was how | used to write my “K's". He said
that they looked too much like “R’s.” | fixed that immediately and have
not written my “K's” like that since.

A couple of years later | needed help with a shoe box book
project. Of course, | asked my dad. | explained the book to him. He
supported all my ideas. He understood why | wanted to add this detail
because it had more meaning in the book rather than anything else.
For example, wanting to include the house because it was a main
component of the book. He really got into that book project. He went
to the store to buy me supplies for the box. He spent hours making
a little house made from popsicle sticks for me. That little popsicle

stick house was amazing. My teacher knew | did not make it. It was
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level and sturdy. It was way too good to be the work of an early
elementary student. Not one place on the house had drippy hot glue or
unevenness. My dad and | are not very close, so it meant a lot that he
helped me.

In school, students would get pulled out of class to take
reading tests. The day | had to go | was super nervous. | have always
had problems with pronouncing words correctly. | vividly remember
pronouncing the word “determined” as “det-ter-mined.” | watched the
teacher as she marked on her paper right after | made that mistake. |
was put into a speaking group after that test. If | remember correctly,

I was in that group for a year. A teacher would come to get about five
students, including me, then take us to a smaller room. That room had
a horseshoe table we all sat at. | hated that table. I've been insecure
about my speaking ever since.

My mom also has the same problem. To this day, she still
pronounces words wrong. Just a couple of months ago she was talking
about a popular vacation spot. She called me and was like “l would love
to take a trip to Due-ba-lee.” | had no idea what she was talking about.
She had to go into more detail before | understood. She was talking
about Dubai. Maybe | also had that problem growing up because | was
around her a lot. | will admit, | sometimes still make those mistakes. It
even holds me back from conversating with people.

Further in elementary school, | loved to write, but | struggled
with it. | loved writing on my own time, without due dates or prompts,
and without the fear of being judged. Around fifth or sixth grade, |
remember writing a multiple-page story about my nieces, my best
friend, and myself as ninjas. We went on adventures and saved people.
I also drew pictures to go along with it. | enjoyed being able to take
my own pictures from my head and write them down. | loved being
creative. | only showed my best friend the story because | feared being
judged for something | wanted to write for fun. | was insecure about

my writing. | wanted to show my teacher, but | was too afraid she
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would not like the story and just focus on my mistakes, and not the fact
that | wrote a fun story without being ordered to.

Some time passed. We had a big writing assignment that
was worth a lot of points. | got an okay grade on that assignment.
The friend that was in my ninja story received the best grade in the
class and the teacher made sure everyone knew. The teacher even
submitted her story for an award, and she won it. | was happy for my
friend, but deep down | was also very jealous. | loved writing so much
back then, but | still thought | wasn't as good as her. This situation can
relate to our course text Writing about Writing. The authors stated, “For
example, when teachers read your papers and ignored your ideas but
corrected your grammatical mistakes, they were telling you this story:
‘Writing is nothing but error-avoidance™ (Wardle, 2020, p. 5). | feel like if
| was graded more on my ideas more in elementary school, | would not
have been so insecure about my writing. | would've been able to test
my limits and explore outside my comfort zone “bubble.”

Years later, in sixth grade, | fell in love with reading. The
teacher introduced us to The Hunger Games. She read that to us.
| realized | enjoyed dystopian/science fiction books. We had daily
reading logs; | dreaded the idea of them. The teacher allowed us to
choose our books for the reading logs and projects. The book | chose
was Legend by Marie Lu. | loved everything about that book. It is about
two teenagers, June and Day. June was extremely successful and
wealthy, and Day happened to be the most-wanted criminal. | enjoyed
how the book’s main characters were around my age and how they
were both so different. | also enjoyed the point of view the story was
written, as each chapter switched between June and Day’s points of
view. | continued to read the rest of the trilogy. | recommended them
to my friends, and they read them. | would even say | was obsessed.
We even made a fan account for those books. | went on to discover
more books written by Marie Lu. My sixth-grade teacher had a Twitter

she would post class updates on it. | would even tweet her about the
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books | was reading over the summer. Sixth grade had a huge effect
on me. My teacher noticed that | would erase the correct answers and
then write the wrong answer. She always told me to trust myself. |
finally found my love for reading.

Later, in middle school, I still stuck to the same author | found
in sixth grade. Once | was finished reading all the books she wrote, |
felt lost. I could not find any book | liked as much as | liked Marie Lu's
books. | ended up just rereading each series from the beginning. | even
did middle school book projects on them. | wish | would not have done
that. I wish | would have explored more authors.

In high school, | did not read nearly as much. My freshman
year | found out that Marie Lu was releasing a fourth and final book to
the Legend series. | immediately went and pre-ordered it. | was excited
to receive it. Once | did, | read a few chapters then put it down. Sadly,
to this day, I still have not finished it. | used to be so passionate about
that series. | am not sure what happened. | have not tried reading a
new book since then. It may have been because | was homeschooled,
and | was not pressured to read books.

Currently, | just focus on schoolwork. | still have not tried
reading anything new, other than what is required for my classes. |
want to, but | am still afraid of finding new books. | just went to Barnes
and Noble a few weeks ago. | found myself walking back to young adult
books, just to find the series | read in elementary school. | read those
books nearly nine years ago, and | still think about them. Maybe soon |

will start my journey of relocating my love for reading. |
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