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College of Applied Sciences and Technology
Muncie, Indiana 47306-0155
Family and consumer sciences Department
Phone: 765-285-1748

Fax: 765-285-8254

January 22, 2016
Dear Editor: 
Thank you for the opportunity to revise and resubmit my manuscript, “A Theoretically Grounded Framework for Integrating the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning”, for potential publication in JOSOTL. I found the reviewer’s comments and suggestions to be very helpful and have explained my revisions in response to those suggestions below. I hope you are pleased with the revised manuscript and look forward to your response. 

Warm regards,

Jill
Jill K. Walls

Assistant Professor, Family & Child

Family & Consumer Sciences

Ball State University

jkwalls2@bsu.edu
	Reviewer’s Suggestions
	Author’s Response

	More on how SoTL fits would be helpful, i.e. clarify the problem statement and need for this sort of framework. 

Re-state and/or clarify the specific problem you see this framework addressing – then connect the problem and how using the model with help SoTL researchers.


	In the Introduction I have more clearly identified the following problems: 

1) The notable absence of a theory-based framework for synthesizing SoTL findings

2) Challenges associated with identifying and seeing connections between SoTL studies from diverse disciplines. 

3) Challenges associated with interdisciplinary collaborations and the need for some common ground

I have tried to explain how I see the proposed theoretical framework as being helpful for SoTL researchers. 



	The author does a nice job of describing the foundation, but not enough on clearly describing the model and a concrete/detailed example of how it could be implemented to address issues commonly encountered in SoTL work. 


	Thank you for your compliment about my description of the theoretical foundation. 

In the section following the overview of Bronfenbrenner’s work, I added a paragraph that provides some general instructions for how to use the framework. Then I provide a more concrete example of how the framework could be used for a specific purpose (related to teaching). 

	Narrow the foundational discussion of Bronfenbrenner and focus more on the pieces necessary to support your model’s intended use. 


	I have edited this section substantially and cut out what I perceived to be “extra” information, not directly relevant for the emphasis of this paper. (235 words were cut from this section) 

	The PPCT and bioecological models seem to be used synonymously but are separated in discussions – please clarify and introduce the bioecological model earlier if there is indeed a difference. 


	The bioecological and PPCT models are essentially the same thing. In re-reading the manuscript I can see how using those terms interchangeably is confusing and decided to use “bioecological model” consistently throughout the paper instead of trying to explain why I use both names. I still highlight the four key components (PPCT), but refer to the entire model in a more consistent way throughout. 



	Consider changing (on Figure 1), “student-led discussions” to “peer-led learning”.


	The suggested change was made in Figure 1. I also edited the figure to reflect changes in the example/application. 

	Provide an example of inclusive teaching practices when referencing. 
	On page 2, I provide a more specific example of how Howie (2013) described the use of Bronfenbrenner’s work to inform inclusive teaching practices. 

	Reference other potential frameworks that could be used similarly to Bronfenbrenner. 
	This was a significant challenge for me and I welcome further suggestions from the reviewer. Although I’d like to name at least 2 or 3 other frameworks that could be used in a similar way, I’m struggling to locate theories that have a similarly broad scope and also could be familiar to researchers from a variety of disciplines. 



	Consider illustrating one example of a SoTL project and take the researcher through the process of the framework – this would really make clear the value of the proposed framework. 
	I decided to use many of the studies I had already cited within the paper, but presented the information in a different way to connect the literature to a concrete example. Instead of using the framework to organize studies around a specific construct, I thought it would be interesting to consider how this framework could be used as a way to organize SoTL findings for more of an applied focus – to inform a teaching-oriented workshop geared toward new instructors. 
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