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Figure 2. Maps prepared by graduate student Chris Ryals, with data from undergraduate students Mary Travis and Danielle Walters.
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Figure 3. Excerpts from bike development-related infographics prepared by students Joshua Wiles and Samantha Metzler.
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Representation of Asset Mapping Data for Select Mississippi Communities
Mississippi Development Authority
July 2015
School District Status Map

This map represents each
community by their school
district status according to the
MS Report Card website:
http://msreportcard.com/

One of the main points brought
out by the MDA reports was to
focus on demanding better
school systems/districts by the
communties. Better schools can
draw new industries, families,
and create a more educated
workforce and populus.
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Highway Bypassed Communities Map

This map represents study
communities that are bypassed
by a State, International, or
Interstate highway. This was
determined by their location and
the designation of the
community's main street by a
secondary or tertiary highway
number.

Many of these communities were
advised by the MDA to develop
signs to attract tourism and
industries. Because of the
development of better highway
systems, goods and services
can be delivered quicker, but
several of these communities
have suffered economic hardship
asaresult.
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Small towns along trails
can benefit from their
location by making their
town into an interesting
place, as well as being
able to provide services
to the users of the trail
(Kentucky Tourism n.d.).

-

Town
1. Encourage trail users to
come to your town. Ex: Have
kick off party or have an
annual Festival showcasing
the local businesses or town
heritage
2. Have information about
your town available at the
trail. Ex: have a town
directory and map available
at the visitors center,
entrance to the trail and
online.

3. Have a strong and safe
connection between your
town and the trail. Ex: Have
proper lighting in the parking
lots and the town, have
emergency poles throughout
the trail that would be tied
back o the town emergency
dispatch, and have clearly
marked hours for the trail.
4. Keep businesses informed
with the benefits of the trail
and its users. Ex: Have
suggestion boxes and trail
users complete surveys to
determine the consumers
interest.

5. Encourage businesses
provide goods and services to
trail users. Ex: Have sales
events and special events to
encourage trail goers to shop
at the local stores.

7. Try to promote a trail
friendly character of your
town. Ex: Offer businesses
financial incentives through
grants and small business
loans to improve or grow their
businesses to increase
clientele.

8. Work with the communities
along the trail to promote it as
a tourist destination. Ex: Use
advertising in magazines,
websites, and other social
media to promote the trail and
surrounding businesses
(Regional Trail Corporation
2005)

Having enterprises
related to the trail can
help benefit the town

and bring in pedestrians
and bicyclists (LIAA
2013).

Joining a Bicycle organization
that promotes trails can help
towns to get their name and

-- - businesses promoted o trail

8 Basic Elements of a Trail goers. With joining these types of

organizations it shows that the
town is bicycle friendly (Russ
2011).

Bike trails are helping small
towns across the country
because cyclist have said that
they are more likely to buy
from bike shops in towns with
bike trails. Cyclist also prefer
'small towns because they are
safer for cyclists to travel in
(Russ 2011).
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Cost per unit varies with the quality of the project. -

A nice park that will accommodate modern RVs . Cs"o“SL”ng

could run about $15,000 — $25,000 per site.

(Stockwell,Rich, email interview, Rich @RVParkConsulting.com, http://www.rvparkconsulting.com )
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County Coverage Map

This map represents counties
classified by if a MDA Asset
Mapping study was conducted in
that county.

The MDA study surveyed 36 of
the 82 counties in the state;
ranging from densly populated,
urban settings to more rural and
remote settings.
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