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Fallowing over three hundred years of Muslim rule on the 

Iberian Peninsula, the Christian Reconquista, 
1 

so long dreamed of, began 

to become a reality. In the twenty-first century lands of Portugal and 

Spain, Muslim warriors ruled with very little challenge from 711 until 

late into the eleventh century. They called their beloved new territory a/­

Anda/us in reference to the Slavic Vandals who dominated the headland 

prior to the arrival of Islam. Upon acquisition, the Muslims did not 

annihilate the ethnic Christians and Jews of the domain. Instead, they 

allowed them to coexist in a subordinated role. They did, however, 

attempt to remove political opposition. But the remnants of the 

Visigothic kingdom managed to maintain their own territories in the far 

north of the peninsula. 2 It would take several centuries until the 

Christians grew powerful enough to challenge the Muslims, but once 

able they began the process of land reclamation. The Christians used a 

variety of instruments to achieve their objectives. Some were diplomatic, 

in the form of alliances and truces; others were militaristic and included 

1 
La Reconquista, or "The Reconquest," is a Spanish term that deals with the Christian

Kings of the Iberian Peninsula who, together with the Papacy in Rome, used religious 
ideology to remove opposing belief systems (Muslim and Jewish) and political groups 
from the region of modem Spain and Portugal. It is worth noting that this retaking of land 
took centuries to complete, while the Muslim conquest of the 8

th 
century took roughly 

two years. 
2 The Visigoths were an East Germanic people who, after sacking Rome in 410 CE, 
established kingdoms in southern-France and Iberia. 
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