


The Central Intelligence Agency was tasked with gathering and 

analyzing intelligence and thus should have known about and been ready 

to respond to the 1956 revolution. However, in nations such as Hungary, 

the Agency was woefully understaffed and unprepared. Leaders like the 

Director of Central Intelligence Allen Dulles misjudged the nature of the 

revolution and the wishes of the Hungarian people, and the absence of 

solid operations within Hungary made clandestine actions impossible. 

One of the few ways that the CIA was able to offer assistance was 

through Radio Free Europe, though this did little but offer false hope to 

the revolutionaries. The CIA had little recourse but to watch as the 

Soviet Union ended the revolution and re-established its authority in 

Hungary. 

The 1956 revolution was an attempt to wrest control of the 

Hungarian government away from the Soviets. The Hungarians were not 

necessarily seeking a complete rejection of socialism but rather the 

removal of the Russian influence provided by the Soviet Union. 2 The

revolution itself began as student demonstrations against Soviet rule. 

MEFESZ - Magyar Egyetemistak es Foiskolai Egyesuletek Szovetsege, 

the Association of Hungarian University Students, was created outside 

the realm of the Hungarian Workers' Party (Magyar Dolgoz6k Partja), a 

first in communist Hungary.3 This coincided with growing discontent 

with the government and with living conditions within Hungary, which 

were reaching all-time lows.4 MEFESZ issued a list of demands to the

Soviet Union called the Sixteen Points, which included Soviet 

2 Charles Gati, Failed lllusions: Moscow, Washington, Budapest, and the 1956 
Hungarian Revolt (Stanford, CA: Standford University Press, 2006), 3. 
3 Csaba Bekes, Malcolm Byrne, and Janos M. Rainer, eds., The 1956 Hungarian 
Revolution: A History in Documents (New York: C.E.U. Press, 2002), 13. 
4 Bekes, Byrne, and Rainer, eds., The 1956 Hungarian Revolution, 12. 
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