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By 1952, the Red Scare affected seemingly every facet of 

United States society. The members of the House Committee on Un­

American Activities (HUAC) harassed the Hollywood Ten, and Senator 

Joseph McCarthy accused government officials of being communist 

traitors and attacked friends and foes alike because of suspected 

communist sympathies. In 1948, the Soviet Union consolidated 

controlled over most of Eastern Europe and blockaded West Berlin. 

This compelled the U.S. to implement the Truman Doctrine and the 

Marshall Plan, which were designed to contain Soviet Expansion, and 

to become a founding member of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) to enforce Soviet containment. Chinese leaders 

declared themselves communists and U.S. soldiers were embroiled in 

the civil war on the Korea Peninsula. World tensions were escalating 

and while there may have been a realistic concern about communism in 

the early 1950's, typical anticommunism was excessively combative, 

went against democratic sensibilities by accusing people without 

warrant, and in the case ofHUAC, exceeded Constitutional authority . . 

The growing anti-Soviet Union sentiment in the U.S. influenced the 

government and led to numerous investigations, including allegations 

of war crimes during the Korean War. The war brought attention back 

to an asserted Soviet war crime in the Katyn Forest, because members 
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Believing purported war atrocities in the Korean conflict followed 

similar patterns perpetrated by the Soviets in Poland, members of 

Congress appointed a committee to investigate the Katyn Massacre, 

seeking to unravel the mysteries ofthe massacre, Soviet culpability, 

and U.S.-Soviet diplomatic ties during the war. The resulting report 

accurately describes Soviet guilt, but also serves as another illustration 

of passionate anticommunism in the 1950's through its moral 

condemnation of the Roosevelt Administration's policies on the Soviet 

Union during the war. 

During the first stages of the Second World War, Germany and 

the Soviet Union were allies and signed a non-aggression pact in 1939, 

the Hitler-Stalin Pact, which divided Poland and Eastern Europe into 

spheres of interest between the Soviets and Germans.2 In the spring of 

1940, Soviet troops rounded up Polish intelligentsia in the areas they 

controlled, executed them, and placed them in mass graves.3 However, 

in 1941 Germany invaded their supposed ally, the Soviet Union, and by 

1943 German soldiers discovered the mass graves in Katyn.4 Reich 

Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels was pleased with the 

discovery, feeling that it contained his "victory," and planned on 

"exploiting it in every manner possible." Goebbels wanted to 

manipulate the Soviet atrocities in Katyn to fracture the unity among 

1 House Report No. 2505, (December 22, 1952), 2. 
2 Milena Sterio, "Katyn Forest Massacre," Case Western Reserve University School of 
Law, (2012), 618. 
3 Harold Hinton, "House Unit Lays Katyn Massacre of Poles to Russian Secret Police: 
Group is Unanimous in Putting Onus for Extermination of Thousands on Soviet," New 
York Times, July 3, 1952; "The Shootings at Katyn Report Of Russian Commission, 
'German Guilt,"' The Times, Jan 27, 1944. 
4 Timothy Snyder, Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin, (New York: Basic 
Books, 20 I 0), 286. 
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the Allied nations. 5 The Soviet Union quickly denied the allegations, 

declaring that the Germans were the perpetrators and the massacre 

happened in 1941.6 Germany, in an effort to discredit the Soviet 

accounts, brought in an independent European commission with twelve 

members from various countries and Allied POWs. The commission 

concluded that the massacre was perpetrated by the Soviet Union in 

1940. Stalin immediately claimed that the massacre happened in 1941, 

when the Germans took over the region, and the U.S. government 

supported Soviet claims of German guilt. Although the reports from the 

Soviet Union were wrought with errors and contradictions, they were 

generally believed by the Allies. 7 The Allies even tried to find ways to 

make the Soviets' narrative more palatable to the Polish government­

in-exile.8 

In 1943, the Soviet Union started to win military engagements 

against Germany, and the Soviets reoccupied the Katyn region and 

produced their own report, named the Burdenko Commission. The 

Soviet committee refused foreign assistance in their investigation, 

falsified documents, and worked on covering up their crimes. The 

commission unequivocally declared that Germany was solely 

responsible for the massacre in August or September of 1941.9 

5 Joseph Goebbels, The Goebbels Diaries, (Garden City, NY: Fireside Press, Inc, 
1948), 346, 332; Milena Sterio, "Katyn Forest Massacre," 618; Timothy Snyder, 
Bloodlands, 287. 
6 "The Shootings at Katyn Report of Russian Commission 'German Guilt,"' The Times, 
Jan 27, 1944. 
7 Claudia Weber, "The Export Of Terror- On The Impact Of The Stalinist Culture Of 
Terror On Soviet Foreign Policy During And After World War II," Journal of 
Genocide Research, (June-September 2009), 293; George Sanford, "The Katyn 
Massacre and Polish-Soviet Relations, 1941-43," Journal of Contemporary History, 
Vol. 41, No. I (Jan., 2006), 119 and 95; House Report No. 2505, 45-46. 
8 Timothy Snyder, Bloodlands, 306. 
9 George Sanford, "The Katyn Massacre," 95; Milena Sterio, "Katyn Forest Massacre," 
619. 
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Furthermore, the Soviet Union invited Allied press corps to look at the 

mass graves. The reporters were "permitted to ask questions ... with the 

consent of the commission" to the doctors investigating the crime. The 

group of westerners did not inquiry why they had to seek permission to 

ask questions, and they proclaimed that they felt that the Soviets 

"definitely established that the Germans had individually shot and 

killed" the Poles at Katyn. 10 The United States and the United Kingdom 

diplomatically and publically supported the Soviet Union's claims and 

the UK produced propaganda to create the illusion that the Germans 

lied about Soviet guilt over Katyn. 11 As the war ended, U.S. foreign 

policy no longer propitiated Soviet demands and the new paradigm of 

the Cold War created the need to investigate Soviet war crimes. 

By the early 1950's, the U.S. no longer needed to shield their 

vital wartime ally, the Soviet Union, from criticism. Allegations of war 

crimes perpetrated by communists in the Korean conflict and the 1948 

release of Nazi-Soviet Relations 1939-1941, a book consisting of State 

Department records from captured German files, caused members of 

Congress to speculate whether the Soviet Union was guilty of similar 

war crimes and how much the U.S. knew at the time. Congressional 

investigations as early as 1951 revealed that at least high ranking 

members ofthe U.S. government knew and covered up knowledge of 

Katyn. Starting in 1951, the Madden Committee, named after 

Democratic Congressman Ray Madden of Indiana, interviewed 

numerous witnesses and researched government records of the crime. 

10 W.H Lawrence, "Soviet Blames Foe In Killing Of Poles: Commission Reports on the 
Katyn Incident, Finds Plot to Hurt Russian Prestige," New York Times, Jan 27, !944. 
11 House Report No. 2505,4, 6, 14; P.M. H. Bell, "Censorship, Propaganda and Public 
Opinion: The Case of the Katyn Graves, 1943." Transactions of the Royal Historical 
Society, Vol. 39 (1989), 74-75. 
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Magazines and several newspapers covered the hearings in an effort to 

capitalize on the Second Red Scare in an effort to drive readership in a 

society fascinated and borderline obsessed with communism. The 

committee discovered that two American POWs were led to Katyn as 

witnesses to support German conclusions of Soviet guilt. 12 The POWs 

eventually reported to their superiors that the evidence suggested that 

the Soviet Union was guilty of the mass murder in 1940, but the 

evidence was suppressed because the Soviet Union alliance was 

essential to the Allies' war effort. 13 Furthermore, the army's chief 

investigator regarding Katyn, Colonel Henry I. Szymanski, reported 

that there were verifiable records of "hundreds" of Poles who could 

testify about Soviet executions and knew of the mass graves. 14 Utilizing 

the evidence they compiled during their investigation, the Madden 

Committee came to a conclusion that diametrically opposed the 

"definitely established" German guilt that had been agreed upon by the 

Allied reporters who were Soviet guests to witness the mass graves. 

The language of the Madden Report illustrates the rising 

anticommunism of the 1950's and helps shed light on the changing 

beliefs regarding Soviet actions in Katyn. Numerous references in the 

report illustrate the prevailing public and congressional sentiment of 

anticommunism. The report refers to a "strange psychosis" that 

hindered Americans from seeing the true intentions of the Soviets, 

implying that the U.S. government lost control of reality while dealing 

12 "Massacre Laid To Soviet: U.S. Colonel Believes Russians Slew 10,000 in Katyn 
Forest," New York Times, Oct 12, 1951. 
13 WilliamS. White, "House Unit Wants Soviet Prosecuted for Katyn Killings," New 
York Times, Dec 23, 1952. 
14 "U.S. Katyn Report was Held Secret: Colonel's Accusation Against Russians, Just 
Declassified, Is Read to Congress Unit," New York Times, Nov 15, 1952. 
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with the Soviets during the war. The report further states that the 

Americans allowed for "Soviet Imperialism paving the way for world 

conquest" and thus created the Cold War. The Madden Committee was 

arguing that the Cold War was birthed in the dealings with the Soviet 

Union and those members who withheld evidence of guilt were 

responsible for helping the Soviets hold the world hostage. 

Furthermore, it is apparent from the wording of the report that the 

committee members viewed the investigation as an important 

opportunity to fight the spread of communism. 15 The committee's 

report and interviews illustrate the growing bellicose anticommunism, 

regardless of the Committee correctly ascertaining Soviet guilt for 

Katyn and their plans for worldwide communist revolution. Their 

preconceptions coming into the investigation reveal another example of 

how rapidly anticommunism developed and permeated all of American 

society. 

Another significant statement from the special summation that 

serves as an addendum to the report comes from Republican 

Representative Timothy Sheehan from heavily Democratic Chicago. 

Congressmen Sheehan, best known as the congressman who asked for a 

, bill to purchase Canada from the United Kingdom not knowing it was 

an independent nation, also had some telling statements showing more 

bellicose anticommunism. 16 Congressmen Sheehan stated that 

Roosevelt "thought that Russia (sic) would disintegrate immediately 

after the end of the war." Consequently, Sheehan believed that 

15 Robert Szymczak, "A Matter of Honor: Polonia and the Congressional Investigation 
of the Katyn Forest Massacre," Polish American Studies 41 , (Spring, 1984 ), 50. 
16 Courtney Challos, "Timothy Sheehan, 91: Former Congressman," Chicago Tribune, 
October 10, 2000; "Canada Object to Sheehan Shenanigans," Desert News, Feb 8, 
1952. 
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Roosevelt and his administration committed a "basic and colossal error 

in their foreign policy judgment" that resulted in Soviet aggression 

towards Europe. Sheehan believed that Roosevelt's foreign policy was 

built on trusting someone who was not a reliable ally and that it was 

folly to believe that Stalin would become reliable as Roosevelt thought. 

Sheehan further stated that even after the war, the U.S. followed a 

"wishy washy, spineless policy" by not reporting the Soviet war crimes 

across the Voice of America radio broadcasts. 17 The rhetoric employed 

by the bipartisan Madden Committee was strongly anticommunist and 

the addendum by Sheehan is even more indicative of the growing 

concern regarding the Soviet Union and the spread of communism at 

this time. 

During the congressional meetings, Special Ambassador to 

Turkey under President Roosevelt, George H. Earle testified that he 

was assigned to produce a report about Katyn and met by President 

Roosevelt with a "complete refusal of the White House to hear 

anything against the Russians."18 The committee, based upon the 

testimony of Earle, stated that the "President and the State Department 

ignored numerous documents ... which strongly pointed to Soviet 

perfidy." Earle further stated that he received what he felt was 

irrefutable evidence and, according to Earle, President Roosevelt 

responded by saying that the evidence was "entirely German 

propaganda" and continued by saying that he was "absolutely 

convinced the Russians did not do this." Early newspaper accounts of 

Earle's testimony are slightly different than the Madden Reports. 

17 House Report No. 2505, 11 & 14. 
18 "Earle Reports Ban on Katyn Evidence: Ex-Envoy Testifies Roosevelt Called Proof 
ofRussian Act German Propaganda," New York Times, Nov 14, 1952. 
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According to the New York Times, Earle reported that Roosevelt said he 

was "absolutely certain the Russians didn't do this." While the Madden 

Report and the New York Times article are essentially saying the same 

thing, the difference in the wording should be noted and may indicate 

some sloppy reporting of facts by the newspapers and the 

Congressional hearings. Accurate reporting at a time when accusations 

were hurled haphazardly necessitates accurately reporting, even on 

minute details. Also of note is Earle's report that President Roosevelt 

believed the evidence was manufactured "with the Red Cross" and 

ordered the report sealed. 19 If Earle remembered and reported 

accurately, this was a fairly strong pro-Soviet sentiment and rather 

curious in light of other accusations leveled against President Roosevelt 

by Whittaker Chambers and Joe McCarthy at relatively the same time. 

During the investigation, American and British desires to 

maintain the wartime alliance against Nazi Germany was apparent. 

American foreign policy at the tirrie was concerned with maintaining 

Soviet aggression against Germany, feeling that the Eastern front was 

essential to saving numerous American and British soldiers in the war. 

Earle alleged that President Roosevelt trusted Stalin, and the decision 

was made to suppress the United States' investigations about Katyn. 20 

A major concern was that if an issue was brought forth by the British or 

American governments it would result in the Soviet Union seeking a 

separate peace from Nazi Germany. According to the Madden Report, 

"overshadowing fear" consumed the administration during the war and 

19 "Earle Reports Ban on Katyn Evidence," New York Times, Nov 14, 1952; House 
Report No. 2505, 6. 
20 "Earle Reports Ban on Katyn Evidence," New York Times. Nov 14, 1952; Harold 
Hinton, "House Unit Lays Katyn Massacre of Poles to Russian Secret Police," New 
York Times. July 3, 1952; House Report No. 2505, 9 & 25. 

25 



the decision to support the Soviets alleviated fear and promoted the 

alliance. The committee viewed this as creating a "tragic position of 

winning the war but losing the peace." 21 The committee thus morally 

condemned the Roosevelt administration by implying its actions were 

responsible for the Cold War, exonerating the Truman administration 

and the current Congress of any culpability regarding the escalating 

Cold War tensions. 

Cold War politics influenced the committee's moral 

condemnation of the Roosevelt administration. Roosevelt's officials 

denied attempts by the State Department to suppress evidence of Katyn, 

but clearly maintained the desire to keep the Soviet Union as an ally.22 

The committee believed that the wanton destruction of the Polish 

intelligentsia and military corps led to needless "early reverses suffered 

by the Allies" and secured the Soviets a more prominent role in the 

war. The committee argued that Soviet necessity was intrinsically tied 

to the Soviet efforts to destroy Poland's military leaders. Furthermore, 

according to the committee, if the matter was brought forth during the 

war, the "United States and the entire free world" would not be under 

the growing "menace" of communism.23 The strong condemnation 

must be viewed through a Cold War perspective and illustrates the need 

to make sense out of the disorder that happened at the conclusion of the 

war when seemingly strong allies became bitter foes. 

An interesting side-note of the report also indicates the growing 

concern about communist infiltration of the U.S. government. Echoing 

McCarthy, the report notes that three high ranking army officials 

21 House Report No. 2505, 7. 
22 Robert Szymczak, "A Matter of Honor," 59. 
23 House Report No. 2505, 5 & 12. 
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testified that some "civilian employees" and "Army Intelligence" 

members were pro-Soviet, excused Soviet deeds, and actively sought to 

suppress any reports that portrayed the Soviet's negatively.24 1t is hard 

to gauge if this wording and views were influenced by McCarthy or if 

they influenced him during the Army-McCarthy hearings in 1954. 

Whether the report of communist sympathizers influenced McCarthy or 

not, its inclusion in the report indicates concern for communist 

subversion in U.S. military and civilian government as early as 1951-

1952. The report, although correct in many of its conclusions of Soviet 

culpability, also illustrates how prevalent extreme anticommunism was 

at the beginning of the Cold War. 

The members of the Madden Committee voted unanimously to 

condemn the Soviet Union for the Katyn Massacre. The committee also 

placed blame for the Cold War and Soviet harassment of the free world 

on those who choose to suppress Soviet involvement in Katyn during 

the war. Although the U.S. government acknowledged Soviet 

culpability for Katyn in 1952, the British government continued to 

officially support the Soviet version for over four decades.25 The Soviet 

Union denied responsibility until1990, when reports became 

declassified and printed in newspapers in Moscow.26 As late as 2012, 

the U.S. National Archives released documents that confirmed the 

American POWs' account and their suppression for national security 

24 Ibid, 8-9. 
25 P. M. H. Bell, "Censorship, Propaganda and Public Opinion," 73; Milena Sterio, 
"Katyn Forest Massacre," 110. 
26 "Soviet Paper Links Moscow to Katyn: Weekly Blames Secret Police In 1940 Killing 
OfPoles," New York Times. Mar 23, 1990. 
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reasonsY The evidence is overwhelming that the governments of the 

United Kingdom and the United States knew that the German reports 

were true and the Soviet Union willfully executed Polish elites. 

The Madden Report concludes with a rather revealing 

sentence: "The United Nations will fail in their obligation until they 

expose to the world that 'Katynism' is a definite and diabolical 

totalitarian plan for world conquest." Although the report contains 

numerous anticommunist statements, this statement reveals the extent 

of the Committee's disgust with Soviet-style communism. Within this 

relatively small sentence, unequivocal phrases such as UN members 

failing in "their obligation until they expose" the world to Soviet 

brutality, and the committee's employment of words like "diabolical," 

"totalitarian," and "conquest" serves as another example of emerging 

anticommunism in the 1950's. Even the phrase "Katynism" indicates 

an attempt by the committee to enter a new term into the vernacular to 

further disparage Soviet-style communism.28 

During the Second World War, the U.S. and British 

governments supported the Soviet Union's explanation for the events 

that transpired at Katyn. However, as wartime alliances started to 

unravel into the Cold War, the alliance became unnecessary. Seemingly 

innocuous statements by the committee like, "Russia's ultimate 

designs," "strange psychosis," and "basic and colossal error in their 

foreign policy judgment," illustrate the radical anti-Soviet and 

anticommunist nature of the time, especially considering these 

seemingly hyperbolic statements appear on an official government 

27 Michael Winters, "Files Show U.S. Covered Up Soviet Guilt in Katyn Massacre," 
USA Today, Sep. 10, 2012; "Katyn Massacre: U.S. Hushed Up Stalin's Slaughter of 
Polish Officers, Released Memos Show," New York Daily News, Sep. 10, 2012. 
28 House Report No. 2505, 7. 
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record. Furthermore, this shows the rapid deterioration of Soviet-U.S. 

relations and the precipitous rise of excessive and belligerent 

anticommunism. This is what the committee meant by the phrase 

"winning the war but losing the peace."29 Although the Madden Report 

correctly assesses Soviet culpability concerning Katyn, the report also 

illustrates the rampant anticommunist and red scare rhetoric that 

developed within the U.S. in less than a decade. 

29 Ibid, 7. 
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