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Abstract

Chile faced tumultuous changes throughout the twentieth century chat challenged both
political and social norms. Democracy had already been established in Chile, and consti-
tutional changes had inflamed protests under the socialist reforms of Salvador Allende.
However, the 1973 military coup of Augusto Pinochet brought many changes, including
changes to the free universal educational system established by Allende. Pinochet was
unseated, but laws passed during his reign created systematic problems in Chile’s edu-
cation system and years later saw studentsorganize in a movement to reform Pinochet’s
education laws. By taking a look at these policies of decentralization and support of
private education, we can connect present events in Chile such as the student protests
that occurred in 2006 and 201 | chat came to be known as,”La Marcha de los Pinguinos.”

Introduction

in 1980, the government of Chile impfemented reforms that transferred the deci-
sion-making regarding education to local governments and encouraged increased par-
ticipation of the private sector in producing education.Augusto Pinochet Ugarte joined
the Chilean army in 1935 and rose through the ranks until President Salvador Allende
appointed him Commander in Chief in 1973. A month later, Augusto Pinochet led the
military coup, with the assistance of the U.S.. which overthrew the Allende government
and saw him stay in power until 1998. Shortly after Augusto Pinochet assumed power,
teachers unions were disbanded, leftisc or Marxist teachers were fired, and the military
was given control of schools in the Santiago metropolitan area. Issues regarding the
quality of education emerged, such as stratification in the access to private education,
differences in the quality of education received, and unequal opportunities for students
pursuing higher education. By taking a look at these policies of decentralization and
support of private education, both that connect with Chile’s education system before
and after Pinochet took office, we can see a connection to present events in Chile such
as the student protests that occurred in 2006 and 201 | that came to be known as, "La
Marcha de los Pinguinos.”

Chile has long promoted education with a system that was one of the first and is still
one of the best in South America. Statistics show that Chile's literacy rate is over 99% (of
poputlation |5 years of age and older)', but Chile's students made international headlines,

| World Bank. UNESCO Insticute for Staustics. “Literacy rate, adult wotal (% of people ages 1S and above).”
Accessed March 29, 20t6.
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