


singers refused to provide their voices for the software. Crypton, insreac}. ask::d vo!ce
actors, resulting in their libraries having distinct vocals that evoke the feeling o coming
from a “character” (Crypton Future Media). By far the most po;.)ul‘ar c_:f Crypton’s ava-
tars is Hatsune Miku, who is depicted as a teenage girl with the distinctive characteristic

Fig.| Screenshot of the interfoce of the newest Vocaloid engine (Crypton Future Media 2017}
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Fig. 1: Box art for Hatsune Miku, one of the mast popular Viocoloid vaice libraries. (Crypton Future Media 2017)
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of long, turquoise-colored hair worn in pigtails (Figure 2) Since Crypton chose not
to enforce intellectual property when it came to the use of Miku's image, creators can
use it however they wish, which spawned a rich fan culture (Bell 224). This fan culture,
in turn, was helped along by a rich infrastructure that depends on the use of informa-
tion and communication technologies (ICTs). Much of this infrastructure consists of
already-existing web sites that fans found to be useful for their activities, such as sites fo-
cused on posting artwork and videos.A few of these websites include Pixiv,YouTube, De-
viantArt, and Nico Nico Douga. Additionally, the fandom has also created new websites
that specifically focus on Vocaloid, including VocaDB, an online database for cataloging

Fig. 3:The fromt page of VocaloidWiki, a knowledge base containing information about the Vocaloid software itself,
Vocaloid character avatars, and producers who utilize the software in their work (Crybton Future Media 201 7)),
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Vocaloid-related songs, albums, and producers, VocaloidWiki (Figure 3), which acts as
a knowledge base, and VocaloidOtaku, which is a fan forum. These and other sites allow
fans to connect with one another, keep up to date on the latest Vocaloid-related news,
and to consume the latest notable fan works that have been created.

Fan activities thus allowed Miku's star to rise, culminating in concerts featuring a holo-
graphic depiction of Miku and fan created songs performed by a live band. In short, Miku
is a virtwal idol who has been buoyed by her fandom via their creations. Hatsune Miku's
depiction, Vocaloid, and the accompanying fandom are all rich subjects for study due to
the many themes present, including those of gender, collaboration, and community. The
following will first examine a selection of articles; some directly discuss the Vocaloid
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