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Abstract 

The Boy Scouts of America played a pivotal role in late American history. Since their forma­
tion in 1910, the organization's mission has always been to equip young men with the skills 
and resources necessary for navigating life's challenges. Because of this, their ideals of moral­
ity and character development proved to be a successful paradigm during the Cold War. From 
the threat of communist brainwashing to the possibility of nuclear fallout, the Boy Scouts of 
America's ideals became a necessary defense against foreign threats. Political leaders, intel­
lectuals, civilians-the American population at large-all gravitated to the ideals of the Boy 
Scouts organization, which aided in unifying the nation's identity. This paper will shine light 
on the strides made by the Boy Scouts of America and how it functioned to produce moral­
ly correct citizens as well as its involvement in the nation's plight to fend off foreign threats 
during the Cold War era. 

"The future is bright when America with one voice, with a stout heart and with utter sincer­
ity, says: 'I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic 

for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.'" 
-Dwight D. Eisenhower 

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) was and still is a youth organization that exem­
plifies the American idea of duty, pride, and preparedness. The BSA first originated in 1910 
and has since then been used as a key aspect 
for civil defense and propaganda in the United 
States. Whether it be promoting Victory Gardens 
in World War II or scouring the skies for Soviet 
bombers in Operation Skywatch during the Cold 
War, the BSA had a key role in protecting the 
American home front. In this paper, I will show 
the Boy Scouts of America as an effective force in 
the home front against communism by support­
ing the 'all-American' image while also helping 
the United States to be prepared for a possible 
nuclear attack. One cannot understand the Cold 
War without understanding the BSA, and in or­
der to understand scouting, one must first look to 
the father of scouting, Robert Baden-Powell. 

Before there were the Boy Scouts of 
America, there began several smaller versions that 
focused on surviving and cooking in the wilder­
ness; Author Ernest Thompson Seton organized 
the "woodcraft Indians," and writer Daniel Carter 
Beard created the "Sons of Daniel Boone." What 

CD 
:a: -.... 
==­c:11 
c.:a 
C'-1 

Figure 1: Art by Norman Rockwell. 

... 
mscm 

IIHOBOOI 1 
111• Schll 
cmze111 1 

Yn'H 1111 
to lorn 1' 

llua-ar 
1111 11 

the early scouting groups had in common was action and survivability in the outdoors, and 
the father of scouting itself, a British Army officer named Robert Baden-Powell, formulated a 
group that was no different. While he was stationed in India, he found out that his men did not 
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possess the necessary skills to survive outdoors. In response to this, he wrote a small handbook 
called Aids to Scouting, which emphasized, what Baden-Powell believed to be, resourcefulness, 
adaptability, and leadership. After returning from the Boer War, Baden-Powell, after finding out 
his handbook became quite popular with children, decided to test out the idea of 'scouting' with 
a group of boys in August of 1907. In 1908, he published a book Scouting/or Boys that focused 
on presenting Scouting from the perspective of outdoorsmen and explorers rather than mili­
tary men like in his previous book Aids to Scouting. It added the Scout Oath, Scout Law, honors 
and games for youth. It has been claimed to be the fourth bestselling book of the 20th century. 

The Boy Scouts of America as we know and love today, comes from a legend of an 
American businessman in England. Chicago businessman and publisher William D. Boyce 
became lost in a fog where a young boy appeared and offered his help with getting Boyce 
to his destination. When they arrived, Boyce attempted to reward the boy with money, in 
which he steadfastly refused and explained that a Scout could not accept payment for a good 

turn. Inspired, Boyce returned to the US 
after speaking with Baden-Powell and cre­
ated the Boy Scouts of America in 1910. 
Although originally created as a peaceful 
means for boys to learn resourcefulness 
and to acquire honorable characteristics to 
use for the life ahead, scouting later evolved 
into a propaganda machine and volunteer 
force against the communist threat during 
the Cold War. 

The Cold War was a war of ideologies 
and fear. Diplomat George Kennan warned 
about the dangers that Communist Russia 
posed that could possibly destroy America: 
"it is desirable and necessary that the inter­
nal harmony of our society be disrupted, 
our traditional way of life be destroyed, 
the international authority of our state 
broken, if Soviet power is to be secure." 
The Communists of Soviet Russia looked 
to be spreading their ideas of anti-capital­
ism across the globe which many Ameri­
cans believed caused anarchy, godlessness 
and corruption. The BSA effectively be­

came a symbol for Americans to be used against the big 'Russian Bear.' The BSA's beliefs co­
incided with the U.S. government's push for the 'All-American' citizen to combat communism. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt mentioned that "We must remember that next to active 
military service itself, there is no higher opportunity for serving our country than helping youth 
to carry on in their efforts to make themselves physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight, and prepared to help their country to the full in time of war, as well as in time of peace." 
President Roosevelt quoted the Scouts Oath, "physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight," from the first edition of the Boy Scouts Handbook. It stands to reason that Roo­
sevelt fully embraced the BSA organization and what is stood for as a means to serve as an 
example for all youth. Roosevelt was far from the only President who fully supported what 
the BSA represented, several others had either direct ties to scouting or fully embraced the role 
the BSA had within the American home front. 
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The Presidents had direct contact with the BSA, either being active through 
the organization themselves, or primarily encouraging their role within the United 
States. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was the first person to enter the White House 
as a previous scout leader. President Dwight D. Eisenhower was a firm supporter 
when his son became a scout, believing that "the movement [was] a prime force in pre­
paring tomorrow's men for their duty to themselves, their country, and their world." 
President John F. Kennedy was himself the first president to be a former scout, saying that " ... the 
principles learned and practiced as Boy Scouts add to the strength of America and her ideals." 
Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, were in some part 
either scout leaders or the chairmen of a scouting group while President Ger­
ald Ford was an Eagle Scout, stating that "One of the proudest moments of my 
life came in the court of honor when I was awarded the Eagle Scout badge." 
It is important to note that every president since the start of the BSA has either been a part 
of the organization or have 
been staunch supporters of the 
potential it has in order to pro­
duce how President William 
Taft described as "manly men." 
The tensions between the two 
superpowers, the United States 
and the Soviet Union, intensi­
fied, creating a state of fear in 
the U.S. that centered on the 
threat of a nuclear attack. 

For the first time, Amer­
icans were confronted with the 
possibility of a nuclear attack 
from Russia and the U.S. govern­
ment wanted to convey this fear 
to its citizens. So In 1952, FCDA 
Chief of Schools Branch Clyde 
W Meredith wrote "[I]n any 
future large-scale conflict, the 
whole world would become a 
war front. Americans, for the first 
time, must realistically consider 
the possibility of their front yards 
being a part of the battlefield." 
If . a nuclear attack hap­
pened, it was assumed that it would 

Figure 3: Raising the tree, 1957. 

most likely be aimed at civilians, which would create mass casualties. The govern­
ment determined that getting American citizens to volunteer their services could fos­
ter a 'do-it-yourself' style of civil defense. Utilizing citizens would not only be cheap 
and effective, but would also reduce the amount the government would need to fund. 
Educating children about the possibility of threats became highly prioritized by the feder­
al government. Governments from every level in the United States created alliances with 
voluntary associations, particularly the BSA who focused heavily on disaster preparedness 
of every kind. In a section on "Civil Defense and Disaster Relief" in Ruth E. Grout's book 
Health Teaching in Schools, "an awareness is growing that national preparedness is essential, 
not only now for civil defense, but also at any time for disaster relief ... Well-directed citizen 
action in turn is dependent upon education of all the people, including the school-age child." 
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The BSA were particularly focused upon as effective means to spread the ideal 'poster boy' 
image with the motto of 'be prepared.' 

The dropping of the atomic bomb in 1945 shook the world to its core. Such a powerful 
weapon would surely be recreated by other world powers across the globe, and the question 
became not if they would use the weapon, but when. Civil defense became a hot topic in the 
United States as fear of nuclear fallout loomed on everyone's mind. The National Security 
Council Paper No. 68, reassessed the Soviet threat and recommended a military buildup in 
1950. NSC 68, as it is more commonly known, emphasized the policy that would transform 
the American political and social for the entire Cold War. This policy embraced the concept 
of containment, which sought to block any further expansion of Soviet Power anywhere in the 
world, expose the Soviet falsities ideology, reduce the Kremlin's power, and destroy the com­
munist ideology from within. The BSA was vital for this policy of containment, or better 
coined as domestic containment for the use on the home front. The BSA became popularly 
used during the 1950's, when the U.S. government formulated plans and programs that sought 
to protect and alert civilians from a possible nuclear attack. The BSA was crucial for the 
spread of information such as the iconic turtle Bert in "duck and cover," nuclear attack drills, 
backyard fallout shelters; Preparedness became the mantra as there was little the civilian pop­
ulation could do, and the BSA promoted a do-it-yourself atmosphere that occupied Americans 
from facing a doomsday type of mentality. In January 1951, President Harry Truman created 
the Federal Civil Defense Administration (FCDA) that employed the volunteer services of the 
Boy Scouts that developed curricula for public schools, distributed information through bro­
chures, radio, and films. 

The BSA were also trained for the use of 
CONELRAD (Control of Electromagnetic 
Radiation), a method of emergency broad­
casting on the radio in the event of an attack 
from the Soviet Union. What made CONEL­
RAD vital, was the ability to transmit emer­
gency broadcasts all the while confusing en­
emy bombers from effectively using radio 
signals in order to find a specific target. In 
many Boys Life magazines all throughout 
the 1950's and early '60's, before technology 
made CONELRAD obsolete, advertise­
ments, contests, and articles promoted buy­
ing or even building their own radios as re­
ceivers and obtain training in how to 
properly operate them. One can see various 
PSA's during the cold war describing the use 
of CONELRAD. The BSA focused on civil 
defense to promote a do-it-yourself initiative 
where "The federal government viewed chil­

dren as a way of investing the American public in do-it-yourself civil defense. The ... BSA in­
corporated this message into their publications and translated federal civil defense policies ... 
encouraging Scouts to 'Be Prepared."' The goal for civil defense was to prepare American 
citizens for the worst, and what better way for future Americans to become prepared, than to 
start them off at a young age. The BSA were busy preparing themselves for a future physical 
conflict. 

The BSA has long been known to assist America during times of war on the 
home front such as during the first World War where the Boy Scouts were instrumental 
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in mustering up support for the war and by selling millions of dollar worth of war bonds. 
During WWII, the BSA brought upon themselves a much greater roll towards helping with 
the war, the BSA undertook the task of distributing war bonds, propaganda, salvaging of 
materials, and helping with fire and medical brigades. These scouts were able to do the 
groundwork for the promotion of propaganda and war related posters as much of the work­
force were overseas serving as soldiers. Understanding the American culture and society was 
the martial life that promoted military values towards the nation's youth. "By prompting 
conformity over individualism and stressing obligations of citizenship in a republic rather 
than the rights, the military more often than not propagated a specialized interpretation of 
democratic society-an interpretation that was a practical response to the establishment 
of the nation's defenses on the twin concepts of the citizen soldier and universal service." 
The BSA was the perfect target for the spread of militaristic values and the creation of a future 
soldier for the military. During the Cold War, the BSA was persuaded into joining the military 
as a future career. 

In an article titled "John is Worried," John is a young man about to graduate from 
high school. John wants to attend college but understands that he may be called up to join 
the military. What is he to do? The article suggests reading the available literature on his 
various options that include The United States Coast Guard. A Career Service, Life in the United 
States Navy, It's Your Decision to the United States Army, What the Marine Corps offers you, and 
the Pocket Guide to Air Force Opportunities. Not only are articles swaying the opinions of their 
future soldiers, but advertisements also ran rampant with the promotion of rifles. In one such 
advertisement, a young boy named Billy asks his father "When can I learn to shoot?" and later 
mentions that "Actually, it's the high spot of camp life for many boys." In another article, Mil­
itary and naval schools were advertised for parents and troop leaders. The U.S. military also 
sold or outright gave Boy Scout troops their surplus equipment. One scoutmaster received a 
letter from one of his scouts who had joined the army wrote: "One thing that impressed me 
about the Army was that the so-called 'rough' basic training was actually like another summer 
at Scout camp ... .I actually enjoyed it." Whether or not this story was true is irrelevant, the fact 
that it was published was meant to inspire scouts to join the military, making it seem just like 
summer camp, seemingly trivializing what the U.S. military actually represented-war. 

The federal government knew that nuclear war was not survivable, and yet U.S. policy­
makers pursued domestic containment at home in order to mitigate the fear of such a disaster. 
Civil defense was first and foremost an attempt to mitigate fear by creating an atmosphere 
of readiness and preparedness. The main enemy of civil defense was the citizens themselves 
who became quite indifferent towards the real possible dangers of the atomic age. One such 
example of civil indifference was in July 1957, in Schenectady, New York, when air-sirens 
sounded. Only one resident took it seriously and left the town with his family. Everyone 
else reacted the same way their mayor did: "he had rolled over and gone back to sleep." 
Operation Alert was a national civil defense exercise that used mass media to convey that 
an imaginary nuclear attack had struck the United States. Citizens were instructed to 
take shelter for 15 minutes while the drill was underway. The BSA assisted the Ground 
Observer Corps, which was a volunteer group of over hundreds of thousands, which in­
cluded thousands of young men in the BSA, which used binoculars to scope out poten­
tial enemy aircraft since the radar equipment at the time was far too inefficient for such 
a large area. According to General B. W Chidlaw, "we must expand our area of surveil­
lance. Inasmuch as Soviet long-range bombers can now attack us at any time from any 
direction, we must be able to detect and identify them anywhere in the United States." 
Although the physical threat of annihilation was on the forefront of the public's mind, the 
constant threat of communism infecting American liberties and ideals became just as real and 
dangerous. 
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Throughout the Cold War and particularly during the 1950s, "Civil defense was a way 
to indoctrinate people and secure loyalty to the state." Loyalty to the state was a primary con­
cern of the U.S. government as Joseph McCarthy's speech in 1950 declared that communists 
had infiltrated the State Department. The pressure to conform and 'prove' that one was a 'true 
American' was crucial to the anti-communist agenda, and the BSA had a heavy hand in it. 
Future President of the United States Dwight D. Eisenhower, in a speech in front of 50,000 
Scouts at Valley Forge during a Boy Scout Jamboree in 1950, spoke of such loyalty: 

I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Repub­
lic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty, and justice for all ... .I 
hope that, as you Scouts repeated its phrases of dedication, you were joined by 
your parents, sisters, brothers, and friends throughout the breadth and length of 
this land. The times demand that every American be proud to proclaim his loyalty. 

Civil defense and Scouting sought to contain the communist threat that emphasized on 
protecting the home, family, and traditional gender roles that encapsulated the fifties. The 
BSA promoted American character through democratic citizenship and programs that 
sought world peace and friendship. "American citizens, the federal civil defense agencies, 
and voluntary associations saw the "nuclear family" as defense against a variety of threats 
such as communism, nuclear war, homosexuality, juvenile delinquency, and urban blight." 
Juvenile delinquency, specifically, was a major concern for the anti-communist agenda, as they 
challenged traditional family values. 

Juvenile delinquency became a distress 
for not only the parents, but for the U.S. gov­
ernment's fight against communism, where 
the teenage population 'rebelled' against classi­
cal social norms. In order to prevent teenagers 
from 'rebelling,' one article listed six different 
techniques: Give them chores, get them a part­
time job, hobbies, after school activities, more 
family life, and revise your own entertainment 
to coincide with what they may find interesting. 
What all these techniques have in common is 
to keep the teenagers preoccupied. Teenagers 
were considered the "baby sitters of the nation," 
where they served their communities unflinch­
ingly. Parents and adults were at a loss for why 
teenagers were joining gangs and ultimately not 
behaving the way their parents wanted them to. 
One article from Scouting magazine complained 
that the "unreasonable domination by teen-agers 
over American adults, American life, and Ameri­
can standards;' were the result of "not a conscious 
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play for power; it is rather, in an affluent society, a mutiny of the bountiful:' Ultimately the result 
of teenage tyranny was the distorted permissiveness that pervaded the home and into the school. 
Because of the vastly growing middle class during the 1950s and '60s, teenagers were becoming 
pampered while at the same time, neglected by their parents with inattention, causing teenagers to 
act out and abandon traditional societal norms that were used as a moral compass for their future 
lives. Of course, much of this teenage panic was far overblown. One reporter for The Buffalo Cou­
rier-Express visited local high schools and found "thousands of well dressed, orderly, polite, and 
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smart youngster[s]. Not only that, but I also found that the youngsters today are, in many respects, 
superiors to the youngsters of my own generation:' The BSA was still fighting the good fight by rep­
resenting the American Ideology with the Scout Law. The Boy Scouts of America played a key role 
in indoctrinating America's youth into the ideologies that best represented America which is best 
characterized in the BSA's Scout Law: A scout is: trustworthy; loyal; helpful; friendly; courteous; 
kind; obedient; cheerful; thrifty; brave; clean; and reverent. They were an extremely visible group, 
often being a part of volunteer operations, helping with civil defense, participating in with politi­
cal events, and especially during major pa-
rades. The Ideal American child "repre­
sented America's youth as ideologically and 
physically capable of resisting communist 
attack, while appearing actively committed 
to social equality and the maintenance of 
domestic tranquilitY:' The American child 
was expected to embrace the fact that they 
were maintaining domestic order by mobi­
lizing at home, their school, and their com -
munities whilst remaining loyal to the Unit­
ed States government without completely 
understanding what it actually meant to be 
an American citizen. The Cold War carried 
out strict normative behaviors upon chil­
dren that were then used as tools for do­
mestic containment against communism. 

'Be prepared' has been the man­
tra for the Boy Scouts ever since its emer­
gence in the U.S. Of course the meaning 
of 'be prepared' has changed dramat­
ically throughout the years. It was first 
meant as a means of preparing oneself 
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for emergencies as mentioned in the De- Figu;/ 6: our Answer to Brainwash ing. 
cember, 1913 issue of Scouting magazine, 
"Preparedness consists of the habit of having our wits about us all the time; so that, when 
emergencies arise, we shall be ready to take advantage of them and do our duty." 1 Being pre­
pared meant exactly as it sounded; being ready for a possible emergency if one should arise. 
But in the 1950s, it seemed to have been turned into a propaganda piece against the fears of 
communism on unprepared teenagers. In an article written by the Editor of Scouting maga­
zine, Lex Lucas, he writes about the dangers of being unprepared against communist indoctri­
nat~on from an excerpt of the Department of Defense, 

When plunged into a Communist indoctrination mill, the average American P.O.W 
was under a serious handicap .... He was compelled to participate in debates, to tell 
what he knew about American politics and history. . . .A great many of them teen­
agers .... They knew too little about the Unites States and its ideals and traditions. 
They couldn't answer arguments in favor of communism with arguments in favor of 
Americanism because they knew very little about their America. 2 

Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume 1, Number 16, December 15, 1913, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, December 
15, 1913; (http://texashistory.unt.edu/ ark:/ 67 531/metapth282654/ : accessed April 2 7, 2015), University of North Texas 
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Muse 
um, Irving, Texas. 

2 Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume 43, Number 10, December 1955, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, December 1955; 
(http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth329241/ : accessed April 27, 2015), University of North Texas Libraries, The 
Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Museum, Irving, 
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Being prepared against communist 'brainwashing' became a key concern in the Boy Scouts. 
The Department of Defense, as described in Scouting, detailed several observations from 
P.O.W camps of why the average American was in danger of communist brainwashing. The 
committee surmised, "the weakness of the men who broke was in the realm of character, will, 
and spirit."3 So, they centered on the question, "What character traits need strengthening as 
we help boys prepare to take a constructive part in the world of today and tomorrow?"4 The 
answer? Be prepared. "Be prepared in body, Prepared in skill, Prepared in spirit, Prepared in 
will, [and] Prepared as a member of the team." 5 Be prepared in body in order to combat the 
physical demands that was effective in breaking lesser men, be prepared in spirit and will in so 
that the young minds of teenagers will not break in the face of communist brainwashing, be 
prepared as a team for being alone hampers moral, and of course their "obligation to God,"6 

where they can be properly prepared to combat the ideological beliefs of the communists. 

One of the Scout laws is 'a scout is reverent,' meaning a scout "is faithful in his reli­
gious duties and respects the convictions of others in matter of custom and religion. "7 Religion 
has always been a powerful force within the boy scouts. Through religion, a scout learns good 
citizenship, patriotism, and loyalty to their country. A scout was obligated to God to be dutiful 
to their family, and their country. According to Jay Mechling, author of On My Honor: Boy 
Scouts and the Making of American Youth, he writes "A boy had to have faith, for atheism-and 
probably agnosticism-was the characteristic of Communists, our sworn enemies. "8 Domes­
tic containment was the key motivation and the original meaning of the word reverent became 
twisted to fit the goals and needs to the US government. Reverence was meant to be the scouts 
inner spring of their moral and religious life that promoted tolerance of others religions and 
customs. 9 To cut down to it, spiritual faith was vital to domestic containment of communism 
because Americans believed that morality and principles came from God; doubters, skeptics, 
and cynics were considered Un-American and had no place in the American institution. 

In conclusion, The Boy Scouts of America were used as tools by the United States gov­
ernment in order to fight the Soviet Union and their ideology of communism. The BSA were 
used as the 'All-American' figure that firmly represented what the U.S. government believed to 
be the qualities and characteristics that could support the civilian population for their domestic 

Texas. 

3 Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume 44, Number 7, September 1956, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, September 1956 
pg 5; (http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753l/metapth329248/: accessed April 27, 2015), University of North Texas Libraries, 
The Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Museum, Irving, 
Texas. (Figure 2) 

4 Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume 44, Number 7, September 1956, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, September 1956 
pg 20; (http://texashistory.unt.edu/ ark:/ 67 53 l/metapth329248/ : accessed April 2 7, 2015 ), University of North Texas Librar 
ies, The Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Museum, 
Irving, Texas. 

5 Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume 44, Number 7, September 1956, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, September 1956 
pg 20; (http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 l/metapth329248/ : accessed April 27, 2015), University of North Texas Librar 
ies, The Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Museum, 
Irving, Texas.(ibid) 

6 Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume 44, Number 7, September 1956, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, September 1956 
pg 21; (http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753l/metapth329248/: accessed April 27, 2015), University of North Texas Librar 
ies, The Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Museum, 
Irving, Texas. 

7 Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume 49, Number 3, March 1961, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, March 1961; pgs 22-23 
(http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 l/metapth33 l 720/ : accessed May 04, 2015), University of North Texas Libraries, The 
Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Museum, Irving, 
Texas. 

8 Mechling, Jay. On My Honor: Boy Scouts and the Making of American Youth. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001. 
Pg44 

9 Boy Scouts of America. Scouting, Volume l, Number 16, December 15, 1913, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, December 15, 
1913; pg 3 (http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753l/metapth282654/: accessed May 04, 2015), University of North Texas 
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boy Scouts of America National Scouting Muse 
um, Irving, Texas. 
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containment against communist infiltration. Teenagers were then seen as a roadblock towards 
that goal as more and more teenagers seemingly revolted against their parent's authority; of 
course most of these reports were far overblown. A scouts reverence was also crucial for the 
fight against what Americans believed to be the immoral Soviet ideology that 'preached' athe­
ism. Without God, how could one be a moral and upstanding citizen? The Boy Scouts also 
embodied the traditional military values by wearing uniforms that closely resembled those of 
the United States military and becoming trained in surviving in the wilderness as well as the 
ability to fire a rifle that was staunchly promoted in several magazines throughout the Cold 
War. Civil Defense was very crucial towards preparing the home front from a nuclear attack, 
in which the majority of the Boy Scouts volunteered for. Operation Skywatch was used as 
method of watching the skies with binoculars to watch for possible incoming Soviet bombers 
since radar technology was nowhere near as efficient as it is today. Overall, the Cold War was 
a war of fear and competing ideologies that warped the entire earth in proxy wars all the while 
transforming what it meant to be a true American. Without the Boy Scouts of America, the 
civil defense effort would be nowhere near as effective at preparing U.S. civilians of a nuclear 
attack and preventing panic within the population. Their use in convincing youth to conform 
to a moral capitalistic ideology cannot be ignored, as millions of children were entranced at 
the notion of being a part of something bigger than themselves. 
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