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Abstract

This research paper is a brief history of Chicago and violent crime. From
the time of mobsters running Chicago to it being labeled “Chiraq” because
more Americans were killed in Chicago than in Iraq during the War on
Terrorism, violent crime has been part of Chicago. In the past 30 years
Chicago has seen its highest rates of violent crimes with the peak being it
now being labeled “Chiraq”. Yet only a few years of new and collective
strategies by many different organizations that aim to stop this violence
have caused Chicago to have one of its lowest crime rates in nearly 60

years.

The city of Chicago was officially incorporated in 1837 and
since then it has become the home of over 2.5 million residents with the
greater Chicagoland metro area totaling nearly 9 million residents. One
of the main reasons Chicago has grown so much over the past 175 years
is because of its’ location. Chicago is in very close proximity to Lake
Michigan which enabled its local economy to thrive with trade. After the
Great Chicago Fire in 1871, Chicago rebuilt its economy into a more
of an industrial city. For nearly 100 years this style of an industrialized
economy allowed Chicago to continually because of the mass amounts
of immigrants that settled there due to the many factor and union jobs
available. In the 1970’s many of the factories that once employed
thousands of citizens closed as deindustrialization was sweeping across
the nation. This caused spatial mismatch, or the mismatch jobs and
housing of the least affluent individuals and jobs opportunities (Grossman
et al. 2004). Ultimately, the vicious revolving cycle of centralized poverty
directly coincides with the growing economic gap between the rich and

poor in America. This has caused individuals to turn to violent crimes
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as a source of revenue. High crime rates have continually overwhelmed
Chicago’s least affluent neighborhoods, which has caused Chicago to
construct a unique collective model on how to combat violent crime.
This new model has caused Chicago to be on pace to have the lowest
violent crime rates in the last 60 years. Chicago is demonstrating that if
governments and institutions work together in a collective and efficient
manner, high rates of violent crimes that once dominated the city, and its’

citizens, will continue to gradually decrease.

Today, Chicago’s economy is fueled by big businesses in the
section of the city known as the Loop. Big businesses include industries
like banks, insurance, finance, technology, media, and corporate
headquarters from all industries help make the Chicago economy thrive.
Another input to the city’s economy is the multiple sports franchises that
are in Chicago. Also, with over 50 colleges and universities Chicago
benefits from all levels of higher education. Chicago also benefits
economically from having a global airport. Richard Longworth writes
for the Chicago Tribune and more than thirty years ago he wrote an
article titled “City on the Brink™ that described how Chicago was about
to become the next Detroit and fall from greatness. But now in a recent
article titled “Perspective: Saving Chicago” (2013) he describes how
Chicago saved itself by becoming a more global city by investing in
industries mentioned above (Longworth 2013). There are also many
NGOs (Non-Governmental Organization) in Chicago that promote
everything from fair trade, segregation, helping the needy, and almost
anything one could think of. One reason there are so many NGOs or
programs to help citizens out is because of the diversity of Chicago’s

citizens.

Chicago’s neighborhoods are home to people of all color and
race. In 2010 The United Sates Bureau of Statistics showed Chicago’s
residents were composed of roughly 35% White, 25% Black, 20%

Hispanic, and 20% all others races and the main ethnic groups are Irish,
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German, Italians, Polish, Indian, Mexicans, Cubans and Puerto Ricans
(United States Census Bureau 2010). For Chicago, like most major cities
in the U.S.,economic segregation has caused the wealthy and poor to live
in different areas. The affluent citizens tend to live in the communities of
surrounding suburbs, the Loop, and other affluent communities. While
the least affluent citizens tend to live in communities scattered throughout
the city, usually around areas that were once booming areas of the
industrialized age. This causes large levels of concentrated poverty. This
is because of social factors like white flight and spatial mismatch of jobs
and poor working class individuals. It was further caused HUD’s public
housing policies and the Federal Highway Act of 1968 both of which
promoted white middle and upper class individuals to move away from
the problems of concentrated poverty (Holli 2005). One major negative
effect that the concentrated levels of poverty have created in Chicago

is crime and violence. At one point in time in the early 2000s Chicago
was known as “Chiraq” by the media because during America’s war on
terrorism more Americans were killed in Chicago than were killed in Iraq
or Afghanistan (HBO VICE 2012).

Chicago is a Democratic city and the current mayor is Rahm Israel
Emanuel. He is a member of the Democratic Party and the 55 mayor of
Chicago. Chicago has had a very rich history when it comes to politics.
The first mayors of Chicago did not win elections using the political
machine that is used today. Early politicians would use “coalitions” and

“larger than life personalities” to gain political support and contributions.
These larger than life personalities of politicians would create unique
and diverse followings because their personalities would attract citizens’
attention. These mayors would use the coalitions and their followers to
get the support needed to win elections and get things done. For example
William ‘Big Bill’ Thompson “practiced the politics of the ‘wide open
town’ to the delight of bootleggers and gangsters. A mayor who accepted
campaign funds from Al Capone and enriched himself from politics, Big

Bill was a far cry from the civic-minded founding fathers and economic
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titans who ran the office in the nineteenth century” (Holli 2005). This
way of politics changed when crime and corruption became too powerful.
Gangsters like Al Capone would buy off mayors for political favors. No
longer would coalitions or individuals work with politicians because they

did not know if they were working for the politician or for the criminals.

This is when the first political machines made their appearance
in Chicago, which was clearly dominated by the Democrats as it was
also known as the “multiethnic Democratic machine” (Skerrett 2005).
Coalitions were beginning to play a larger role in gaining political
support as immigrants of all ethnicities created coalitions. Yet since the
overwhelming majority of past Chicago mayors had Irish backgrounds
and with many of the early citizens in Chicago of Irish background it
provided for a strong Irish coalition, stronger than any other coalition
of this time period. This caused Mayors to work closely with Irish
coalitions. Not only would politicians usually have Irish family members
living in Chicago, but because of the mass numbers of Irish that would
vote and support these politicians with past Irish heritage it caused great
importance of Irish coalitions. Most of these Irish immigrants worked in
in the many factories and mills of the time, although, they also played
large role in the politics of Chicago. The large mass of Irish and their
strong presence in the factories and mills, it enabled the Irish to create
a large coalition that could gain many votes of potential mayors. The
Encyclopedia of Chicago explains the Irish of Chicago as “best known
for their political skills in winning elections and creating a multiethnic
Democratic machine. Never a majority among immigrants in the city, the
Irish enjoyed a distinct advantage thanks to their knowledge of the English
language and the British system of government. Chicago’s twelve Irish
mayors have governed for more than 80 years” (Skerrett 2005). Because
many of the mayors had Irish backgrounds and the strength of the Irish
coalition, it caused mayors to work closely with the Irish coalition
in return for political support. This form of politics lasted until the

demographics of Chicago became even more diverse with large amounts
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of African Americans and Hispanics after World War II. This is when
Chicago politicians had to adjust to a political machine that did not favor
one group. This new process led to campaigning becoming a large part of
politics, as politicians had to now appeal to the many different coalitions
to get the political support that was needed. It is important to note that
although political machines were created Republicans have still not had
much success getting to office as it has been almost 100 years since the
last Republican Mayor was elected (Green Et al 2013).

The two most influential mayors of Chicago of these new
politicians were Democrat Richard J. Daley, part of the old style of the
Democratic political machine, who believed ‘good government was good
politics” which was his slogan as he was mayor from 1955-1976. He was
most known for his policies that kept Chicago from the economic decline
of the other big cities like nearby Detroit in what latter became the Rust
belt. The other most influential mayor, being part of the new style of
political machine politics, is Richard M. Daley who served from 1989-
2011. Richard M. Daley could not simply rely on the strength of the Irish
coalition for political support. He had to successfully create a campaign
that would allow him to receive political support from coalitions of many
ethnic groups. He is most known for taking over the Chicago School
systems and privatizing public assets. He was also known for his work
with, and for African Americans. Both did great things for Chicago given
the situations they encountered. These two mayors are the two longest
tenured mayors of Chicago’s history (TIME 2010).

Chicago has seen its ups and downs as a city but has always
evolved and triumphed over any situation. Chicago continues to evolve
by creating an economy that is more globally based by investing in fields
of technology, education, finance, and transportation. This will help bring
in more money to the economy and help those who were effected by local
and regional policies that help create concentrated urban poverty. It is

also a very diverse place with many races and ethnic groups which allows
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anyone to feel welcome. The days of corruption among politicians is long
gone and Mayors like Emmanuel are creating policies that will more even
the playing field for all. The elimination of corruption from Chicago’s
political realm is essential in addressing the need for strong leadership
during Chicago’s current struggles. The need for effective government
organizations and other local institution could never be greater as Chicago

continues to have major issues with violent crimes.

“How Chicago got the new nickname Chiraq”

Violent crime is a problem that every large city in America faces.
Violent crime consists of murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.
First, let us look at some nationwide statistics of violent crimes to get a
better overview. The FBI website states that in 2012 there was 1,214,462
violent crimes committed nationwide. It further explains that firearms
were used in over 50 percent of these violent crimes. Also, the percentage
of violent crimes is much higher in metro areas compared to non-metro
areas. Part of this has to do with higher rates of people living in metro
areas, so the crime rates will be higher, but it also has to do with the
number of agencies that work in these areas like police. The large amount
of citizens in metro areas will skew the ratio of citizens to police in favor
of citizens, making it easier for violent crimes to be committed. Compared
to non-metro areas where the ratio will be more respectable and equal.
The impact of concentrated poverty and large number of immigrants are
also contributing factors to high violent crime rates in large cities. These
factors have caused for a focused strong cultural presence in certain

neighborhoods, which has caused street gangs to become more popular
(FBI 2014).

Since the early days of Chicago there has been a gang presence.
The 1920s there was a strong presence, organized crime organizations,
such as the mob but they did more illegal crimes like gambling, loans,
racketeering, and alcohol sales during prohibition. The mob usually

did more good for neighborhoods than harm during this period. There

Undergraduate Research Journal | 174



POLITICAL SCIENCE

have been many violent gangs throughout Chicago’s history, but in the
1960s it began to have a violent street gang presence. The National Gang
Center, NGC, describes street gangs as having to do with two meanings,
“First, it suggests a common feature of gangs: They commonly have a
street presence. Street socialization is a key feature of adolescent gangs.
Second, this term also refers to “street crimes,” that is, serious and

violent crimes (e.g., assaults, drive-by shootings, robberies, homicides)
that occur on the streets and that often are of concern to citizens and
policymakers” (NGC Website 2014). As the viscous cycle of concentrated
poverty traps individuals to crime infested neighborhoods they look to
street gangs, or street crimes, as a source of revenue and the opportunity
to make something of themselves, usually by committing violent crimes.
Individuals would turn to street gangs since they would feel a sense of
belonging to them since they shared some sort of cultural background or
because they were simply from the same street block. Violent crimes and
street gangs are closely interrelated with each other, especially in Chicago,
which is why it has some of the highest violent crime rates in America
(Howell et al 2014).

If one was to type “Chicago violence” into Google they would
probably be shocked by the results. For instance, when I typed that
phrase into my google search bar on October 27, 2014, I was surprised
the first result that came up was “4 dead, 35 wounded in past weekend.”
That is just for one weekend, not including what might have happened
throughout the week. Multiply that by 52 and it almost seems unreal that
one city can have that much violent crime. The Chicago Tribune reports
that January through October of 2014, there has been 353 homicides and
the 20 worst neighborhoods in Chicago account for over 40 percent of all
violent crime (Chicago Tribune 2014). The violence in Chicago is so bad
that it has earned the infamous title of “Chiraq” by the media and some
of its residents. The Emmy nominated investigative journalism series on
HBO provides an explanation of how Chicago got this nickname. VICE

provides a graph that shows more Americans were killed in Chicago
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than Americans fighting the War on Terror overseas. Thomas Morton, a

correspondent of VICE explains more about “Chiraq”:
The lethal combination of gangs and guns has turned Chicago into
a war zone. To see why the Windy City, now dubbed “Chiraq,”
had the country’s highest homicide rate in 2012, VICE visits
Chicago’s most dangerous areas, where handguns are plentiful
and the police and community leaders are fighting a losing battle
against gang violence. In the neighborhood of Englewood, we
patrol with police, visit with religious leaders, and hang out with
members of gangs—soldiers in a turf war that has spread into new

communities as projects are destroyed and residents are forced to
move elsewhere (HBO VICE 2012).

How can more Americans be killed in Chicago than overseas
fighting the war on terrorism? Crime and violence have become so bad
in some neighborhoods in Chicago that it almost seems that there is
more of a street gang presence patrolling the streets than police. As the
impact of concentrated poverty creates a revolving cycle for residents that
keeps them in the same place continues and economic segregation that
comes with it, individuals and gangs are forced to look to other places
for opportunities to thrive. No longer is the violent crime that comes
with centralized poverty staying in the central inner cities that poverty
and public housing once kept them. They are now spreading out to new
communities and suburbs. This has caused gangs to fight for their territory
causing a growing amount of crime and violence in the many different
neighborhoods of Chicago. As a gang surrenders a territory they once
controlled they too must look for different places to control. Individuals
migrate to areas they think are patrolled less and places where the police
do not know who they are. It is causing violent crime to spread to the

neighborhoods that are used to relatively low crime rates (Hubbard 2012).

The spread of violent crime to neighborhoods that have historically
low crime rates has led to an increased activity of individuals migrating
from Chicago neighborhoods. As humans, when we are frightened an

endorphin response is triggered. This response, which is known as the
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“fight or flight response” comes out in all of us during stressful situations.
This is no different than an individual moving away from a neighborhood
that is becoming infected with violence and crime, this is the flight
response; but there is also an opposite of that flight reaction wired into
human biology. Daniel Hertz, a graduate student at the Harris School of
Public Policy at the University of Chicago, has been extensively studying
the effects that the distribution of violence has had on Chicago and its
neighborhoods. He was asked about it in an article from CityLab.com,
written by Noah Berlatsky. Hertz explains that the overall violence of
Chicago over the past 20 years has fallen, but it has risen in a few specific
neighborhoods. The growing inequality of rich and poor is a contributing
factor to why neighborhoods are becoming more violent. When affluent
citizens see growing violence in their community they use their resources
to evade, but when individuals do not have the resources to find a way out
they must turn to violent crimes to secure social status and revenue. Hertz
further explains his argument when he says,

So when the gap between violent and nonviolent neighborhoods
grows, neighborhoods on the wrong side of that gap are just going
to lose more and more of their middle-class, more and more of
their businesses, and the penalty for being poor is going to get
bigger and bigger. And that’s especially a concern given that
economic segregation in Chicago and almost every other city

in the country has been getting much worse over the past two
generations. So in addition to worse schools and worse access

to jobs we’re adding to the list of things you have to deal with if

you’re poor is that you can only afford to live in neighborhoods
that are on the wrong side of this growing gap between safety and

a lack of safety (Berlatsky 2014).

Because individuals of Chicago’s poor neighborhoods are stuck
on the wrong side of the gap of the rich and poor it is causing more
individuals to choose to “fight” and commit violent crimes for resources.
However, as the gap of inequality continues to grow and more individuals
must use the “fight” response instead of the “flight” response which then

causes even more citizens, businesses, and local institutions to disinvest
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in these areas even more than they already are (Berlatsky 2014). This is
proven by the overall drop in violent crime city wide in Chicago and the

consistent rise of violent crime committed in less affluent neighborhoods.

The uneven trend of violence of Chicago and its’ neighborhoods
shows that the cycle of centralized poverty directly coincides with
the growing economic gap between the rich and poor in America. As
individuals cannot find jobs they turn to gangs because of a shared
sense of cultural heritage. This has caused high crime rates to continue
to overwhelm Chicago’s less affluent neighborhoods and even starting
to move towards the inner ring suburbs. The amount of violent crimes
committed in Chicago is mind blowing to an outsider but to individuals
living in less affluent neighborhoods it is just a way of life in what is now

becoming known as “Chiraq”.

Combating “Chiraq” with Collective and Efficient Policies

The high amount of violent crime and gang violence that Chicago
is experiencing has caused the local, state, and federal government to
implement policies that they believe will help decrease the amount of
violent crimes and overall gang presence. Alongside the government,
NGOs and other institutions are also doing their part to combat high
violent crime and gang presence. As of 2014, Chicago is no longer the
homicide capital of America as it was in recent years. In an article from
the Chicago Tribune, the FBI confirms that in 2013 Chicago’s violent
crime was dramatically reduced citywide by 16 percent and homicides
were down 18 percent. Changes were beginning to be seen by most
residents, including residents of Chicago’s worst neighborhoods. So far in
2014 Chicago’s violent crime rate is on track to be the lowest it has been

in over 60 years (Gorner 2014).

One of the biggest policies Chicago’s local government has
implemented is a strict control on firearms; in fact, it is one of the strictest

in the nation. An article in the Chicago Tribune explains Chicago’s strict
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gun control policies that were created to help combat the usage of guns

in violent crimes that were being committed, as stated earlier nearly 50
percent of the violent crimes in Chicago involved firearms. Chicago

was the last city to allow the carrying of hand guns and even possessing
firearms in one’s home which they only started allowing after the Supreme
Court forced them to change the laws because it was denying citizens

one of the basic rights of the Bill of Rights. Chicago even went as far to
ban the sales of guns in Chicago until a federal judge ruled that it too was
unconstitutional. This caused the local government of Chicago to allow
the sales of firearms in the city but only after a strict process, one much
stricter than most places in America (Glanton 2014). One would think
that because there is such strict gun control policies in Chicago that there
would not be many crimes committed with firearms, but in reality the
opposite is true. The University of Chicago’s Crime Lab project, which I
will explain more in depth later in this essay, shows as of 2009 that nearly
50 percent of the violent crimes committed in Chicago involved a firearm

and nearly 75 percent of homicides involved a firearm (Crime Lab 2009).

As the policies of strict gun control was proving not to be as
effective as the local government thought it would be, the federal
government has worked alongside the Illinois State Government to help
combat the violent crime and gang presence in Chicago. The rationale
was that the strict gun control policies were not working, especially in
the city’s 20 worst neighborhoods. To help combat the violent crime of
these areas, the state government has begun to allocate more funds to the
community-based organizations as indicated by Illinois Governor Quinn,
who allocated more than $15 million to CVPP, Community Violence
Prevention Program, which is helping citizens in 23 of the least affluent
neighborhoods of Chicago. The CVPP works with high school students
to provide job training and summer jobs to keep them off the street and
strengthen social skills. The CVPP also provides a training program for
mentors, preferably parents of the community, to help these young citizens

cope with any tribulations that the concentrated poverty and violence
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is producing in these least affluent communities of Chicago (ILCVPP
Website 2014). Governor Quinn also budgeted millions of dollars for
other organizations that show they are able to effectively combating
crime (ILCVPP Website 2014). The federal government has also pledged
multiple grants to Chicago organizations that are helping fight the violent
crime and gang presence in Chicago. They have also helped the Chicago
Police Department by creating an FBI task force; they will work closely
together to find ways that more effectively combat and solve the violent
crime and gang issue Chicago is facing (FBI 2011). The federal, state, and
local governments do not have to combat this problem alone, they receive

help from local institutions and organizations.

Local institutions such as the Chicago Police Department have
also began to implement new ways to combat the violent crime and gangs
in some of Chicago’s most violent neighborhoods. They have now begun
to focus on the 20 worst neighborhoods in Chicago, which accounts for
over 40 percent of the violent crime that occurs in the city. The CPD
have begun to implement new technology such as using comprehensive
analysis by using information on gangs, their suspected members as well
as 400 known gang members, gang turfs and rivalries into a complicated
formula. The analysis system that they is used makes police more efficient
because it shows when and where crime is most likely to happen. This
allows the police department to put more officers in areas that need the
extra police presence known as “hot spots” to better combat the crime.
Recently, the CPD have also added 400 rookie officers that patrol these
20 neighborhoods, at any given time there are now 20 more officers in
each of the 20 worst neighborhoods. The increase of officers on foot and
the smarter, more efficient way to fight crime, has helped the decline
in Chicago’s violent crime (Davey 2013). Local institutions realize that
although the police are doing a better job, they cannot be expected to

combat the violent crime problem alone.

Another local institution that is helping combat the violent crime is
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the University of Chicago’s Crime Lab. The University of Chicago Crime
Lab was created to work with government agencies, institutions, and
other organizations to come up with new unique approaches to reducing
crime and violence. The methods that the Chicago Police Department
have implemented such as using the comprehensive analysis formula to
find the “hot spots” of crime was developed by Crime Lab. They are also
currently working with many crime prevention organizations in Chicago,
such as the CVPP and the Cure Violence Organization, to further design
programs that are aimed to help under-privileged adolescents in Chicago
to learn how to “avoid conflict and succeed in life.” Since Crime Lab does
work so closely with many organizations that are using unique models on
how to combat high rates of violent crime, they are able to analyze the
different tactics these organizations are using and evaluate them alongside
the violent crime statistics in that area. This allows Crime Lab to see what
tactics work most effectively, which then causes the communities to be
able to better combat the violent crime. Crime Lab does this by using

its own unique approach to analyze policies and organizations by using

randomized controlled trials,

“While randomized controlled trials (RCTs) are the standard for
testing innovations in medicine, they remain far too rare in the
areas of crime policy and social policy more generally. It is very
difficult to identify the causal effects of policy interventions in
the real world, a problem that can lead to unhelpful or even quite
harmful policy decisions. Without good evidence, policymakers
have no basis for allocating scarce public-sector resources

across different potential uses other than hunches and politics.
By carrying out RCTs through public/private partnerships and
focusing on priority questions for government decision makers,
we seek to ensure and maximize the beneficial policy impact of
our work. We believe policymakers are most likely to act on new
social science evidence when they are involved directly as partners
in the process of innovation, knowledge, and production” (Crime
Lab 2009).
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Recently, Crime Lab has been publically recognized for its work.
The White House announced that Crime Lab would be an important factor
in a new project. The project is “My Brother’s Keeper” and is working to
challenge cities to implement a strategy that helps improve the outcomes
of life for young citizens that focuses on education. It focuses mainly on
ensuring all youth can read by age three, finish high school, complete
some sort of post-secondary education or training, helping youth obtain
jobs after post-secondary education or training, and most importantly,
keeping them safe from violent crimes of their neighborhoods (Ingmire
2014). As Chicago worked to revamp a new gun control ordinance,
Mayor Emanuel and the Chicago Police Department used Crime Lab to
provide statistics and analysis to prove that there needed to be a stricter
gun policy in Chicago even though the previous proposed bill was ruled
unconstitutional. In the analysis, Crime Lab showed that 60 percent of
the guns being used to commit crimes were from nearby states with much
lower gun control policies, such as Indiana, Wisconsin, and Mississippi.
The report further showed that of the 20 percent of firearms found at
crime scenes were traced back to one of four local dealers. Because of
this Chicago was able to create this ordinance that focuses on gun dealer
regulations and is working with the State of Illinois to create a regional
gun tracing center that would be able to effectively track guns (Office of
the Mayor Press Release 2014). This shows that the work Crime Lab is

doing with both local and state institutions is a vital for effective solutions.

Crime Lab also works with a variety of NGOs. One specific NGO
they work with closely with is Cure Violence. Cure Violence, formerly
known as CeaseFire, was ranked as a top 10 NGO by Global Journal and
has programs in more than 20 cities. This organization uses a very unique
model of how to reduce high rates of violent crimes in communities. The
Cure Violence website explains its unique model and the 3 main points of
the model as,

stops the spread of violence in communities by using the methods
and strategies associated with disease control — detecting and
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interrupting conflicts, identifying and treating the highest risk
individuals, and changing social norms....Trained violence
interrupters and outreach workers prevent shootings by identifying
and mediating potentially lethal conflicts in the community, and
following up to ensure that the conflict does not reignite....Trained,
culturally-appropriate outreach workers work with the highest

risk to make them less likely to commit violence by meeting them
where they are at, talking to them about the costs of using violence,
and helping them to obtain the social services they need — such as
job training and drug treatment... Workers engage leaders in the
community as well as community residents, local business owners,
faith leaders, service providers, and the high risk, conveying the
message that violence should not be viewed as normal but as a
behavior that can be changed (Cure Violence Website 2014).

They believe that stopping the spread of violence can be cured if it
is treated as an epidemic disease outbreak. When this model was used in
7 of Chicago’s least affluent neighborhoods it proved to be effective. The
Cure Violence website explained the results, “reductions in shootings and
killings of 41% to 73%, reductions in shooting hot spots of up to 40%,
and the elimination of retaliation killings in 5 of 8 communities.” This
shows that, although this model varies greatly from others, it still is very
effective. The Economist even went as far to say “the approach that will
come to prominence” when talking about the unique model that is proving
to dramatically reduce the violence in communities (Cure Violence
Website 2014).

From 2003 to 2012 Chicago suffered some of its highest crime
rates in the nation and at one point was labeled the homicide capital of
America; this caused the city to become known as “Chiraq.” This caused
federal, state, and local governments to create policies and actions that
would help curb the amount of crime in Chicago, especially violent crimes
and gang presence in the 20 least affluent communities, where 40 percent
of all the violent crime in Chicago takes place. The policies themselves
would not be effective if it were not for local institutions and NGOs,

which are helping combat the extreme problem of crime. In 2014 Chicago
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is on pace to see some of the lowest crime rates it has seen in over 60

years.

The collective force that came together to more effectively fight
crime using the newest technology and more effective methods have
successfully began to curb the violence that once dominated the citizens
of the least affluent neighborhoods in Chicago. From the early 2000s
till 2013 Chicago had seen some of the highest violent crime rates in it
had ever experienced. During that time more Americans had been killed
in Chicago than overseas fighting the War on Terrorism. Most of the
violent crime in Chicago is in areas of concentrated poverty which has
caused for the 20 least affluent neighborhoods to be responsible for over
40 percent of all violent crime committed in the city. Ultimately, the
vicious revolving cycle of centralized poverty directly coincides with
the growing economic gap between the rich and poor in America. This
has caused individuals to turn to violent crimes as a source of revenue.
High crime rates have continually overwhelmed Chicago’s least affluent
neighborhoods which caused Chicago to construct a unique collective
model on how to combat violent crime. This new model has caused
Chicago to be on pace to have the lowest violent crime rates in the last 60
years. Chicago is demonstrating that if governments and institutions work
together in a collective and efficient manner, high rates of violent crimes

that once dominated the city, and its’ citizens, will continue to gradually

decrease.
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