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Welcome to the fourth annual edition of. 
the Graduate Research Journal. 

This year the journal saw one of the most diverse group 
of submissions in the journal's history. This is a great and 

exciting accomplishment and we hope that next year's 

journal offers something from every department. 

We were able to continue a new tradition begun last year 
by alving out three research awards to celebrate and hon­
or some of the best research being conducted here at IU 
South Bend. I would like to congratulate those winners 

on their hard work and academic achievments. 

I would hke to thank the wonderful group of editors, 
without whom creating this journal is entirely impossible. 
I would also hke to thank Craig Finlay, our advisor, for all 
his help and support, as well as Dr. Kyoko Takanshi for 

helping both of us. 

Finauy, I would hke to remind all graduate students to 
submit their work for publication in next year's journal 
and for the faculty to continue to encourage their stu­

dents to submit. The more we all work together, the more 
the Graduate Research Journal can be a diverse reflection 

of the skills and talents that make up IU South Bend's 

graduate program. 
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