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than Western compositional techniques. That was a precious expe-
rience!

Shields is known as an electronic composer. However, while her tools may
be programs such as Avid Protocols, Shields’ approach to electronic media
remains rooted in the school of music concrete, using recorded sounds as
audio materials. Shields discussed composing note by note to alter timbre
rather than use sound readily available in a packaged program. Shiclds main-
tains that while she has used synthesizers in the past, she actually dislikes
their sounds. Her voice often acts as her raw material as a basis in many of
her noted works. Shields consistently pushes herselfas an artist into complex
subject matter such as writing an opera as a feminist retelling of Chaucer’s
Troilus and Criseyde, sung in Middle English.? Shields not only pushes the
boundaries of context but also the content of the librettos she writes. An
accomplished opera singer, composer, and professor, Shields continues to set
the bar high for all musical professionals.
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