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o, who am I? Some might say that's a rhetorical 
question. I mean, after all, if you see me, I'm short 
and have a 46 DD bust. Pretty sure everyone who 
sees me realizes I'm a woman. On the phone, it's 
a bit different, I have a low voice. My mom also By: Robin Beckhas a low voice. That's when I'm mistaken for a 
man. Gender wise, I am a female, which made it 
possibl~ for me to be a mother. Ok, I didn't have 
the woman loving experience of a natural vaginal 
childbirth; my body said no! I had a C-Section 
after really trying. I have eyes in the back of my 
head just like most moms. Just ask my 7 year old. 

I'm a student at Indiana University in South Bend, Indiana. "Non-traditional" is how they say it. In other 
words, I had a mid life career crisis and went back to school at the age of 41. I am also an activist and 
volunteer lobbyist, student, teacher, and nurse. I will be a lawyer. Female, Mom, student, activist, lobbyist, 
nd now the best part, lesbian. 

ou see, I'm also a wife. A wife to a beautiful woman who has more love in her heart and soul than 
nyone should be allowed to have. I am a woman who loves and cherishes another woman. Does this 

change my female self? My mom self? My student self? In some ways, being a lesbian shapes all this. 

As a lesbian, my eyes are always watching people's reactions to my family walking around the mall. 
thers scowl, whisper, some smile, will they attack? I am always aware of my surroundings, always aware 

of what others say. As a teacher, I correct the "that's so gay" comments coming from fellow students. As 
? 'l activist, I encourage others to get active in small ways to make Indiana a better place to live. With my 
wife, I run the first and only gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender resource center in this area. I am a 
mom to many teens and sister to many men and women. I continue to be a teacher and a student, too. 

I am all woman, all female. I defy the stereotype of "butch" or "dyke". I wear jeans most of the time 
and prefer my cowboy boots and hat but don't wear them because they just don' t fit in around here. I 
have short hair and lots of tattoos but you usually won't see them; even a few body piercings. Yet, I have 
business suits and a couple of skirts and love to dress up with make-up and go out on occasion. I love to 
cook huge gourmet dinners and am really getting into wine. 

My gender doesn't really mean too much to me. The fact that I am a wife, mom, student, teacher, activist, 
lobbyist, and director explains who I am a whole lot better than the checkmark beside the word Female. 
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