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Just begcausg you think it, dogsn’t

mean gvergong glsg dogs

By Cherig Ussery

Ong day, my husband asked meg how | liked the book | was
reading. [ was happyg to tell him that it was an gmpowering story that
really touched the feminist in me, and madeg me wish that | had a eurrent
project to work on. It has ngver bgegn a sgergt that [ am a feminist. He
has always teasgd me about bging ong. Hig would ngver tryg to hurt my
feelings. tie, likg s0 many grown men, still picks on and teasgs a girl he
likes. My husband looks straight at me and says, “The problgm | have
with feminism is that it is not really ngeded angmorg. Women are gqual

>

now.”

My heart skipped a beat. | was spegechlgss. | moved my book in
front of my face so he would not misundgrstand my grimacg of shoek
and horror. | could not beligve that my husband, of all people, did not
undgrstand the need for feminists. tlad he lgarnegd nothing in all the
years weg had begegn married? tig loved to randomly degbate issugs. | was
not pregpared to degbate this issug with him. s he listed off how women
wereg CEOs and ¢leeted officials, | sat speechlgss my brain spinning in
cirelgs around thoughts of “how have | not taught you why feminism is
negeded” and “I can’t beligve gou just said that” and “do you really think

that or arg you messing with me”.



He paused in his ong sided dgbate waiting for my side. | held
a finger to take a moment. [ reminded myself to breath. Then it hit me.
I looked at this man in front of mg and sighed. “Pear, just because
you arg an gvolvegd man in this world and gou know in the eorg of
gour being that woman arg gqual, dogs not megan that the rgst of the
world beligvgs that.” He blinked and asked for an grample. [ bring up
the seventy cgnts women makg to the dollar megn make. He retorts that
women in his company make thg samg, if not morg than men. [ again
remind him that his compangy, likg himsglf, is the gxegption to thg norm.
He says he is going to nged morg gvidegneg. | am not a hugg fan of
debating, mostly because | am not quick with the comgbacks. | came
back with, “Regmember back to all thosg political dgbategs during the
glgetion. In almost gvery debate the issug of women not being treated
fairly in thg work place was pregsent. If women were treated fairly in this
country why would all of our ‘want to bg lgaders’ bring it up? Pon’t gou
think the future Igaders of our country and all of their speeeh writers

would know if women werg being treated equally?”

That satisfied him. Hig walked away from our dgbatg and has
not brought it up again. | cannot stop thinking about the gncounter. |
would ngver marrg a man that did not think | was his gqual. [ would like
to regmind my husband, myself and all of you, that often when we Igarn
how things should bg, wg sometimes forgget that the rest of theg world has
not had our gxpgerignegs and has not comg to thg samg conclusions.

Next timg, I'll be ready for ‘why the world still ngeds feminists’ debate.



