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Just b~caus~ you think it, do~sn't 

m~an ~v~ryon~ ~ls~ do~s 

On\Z day, my husband asklld m\Z how lliklld th\Z book I was 

r{Zading. I was happy to t\Zll him that it was an \ZmpoW\Zring story that 

r{Zalty touchlld th\Z fllminist in m\Z, and mad\Z m\Z Wish that I had a curr\Znt 

proj{Zct to work on. It has n\ZV\Zr bll\Zn a S\ZCr\Zt that I am a fllminist. 1ill 

has always t\ZaS\Zd m\Z about b~Zing on\Z. 1ill would n\ZV\Zr try to hurt my 

fll\Zlings. 1ill,_ likll so many grown m\Zn, still picks on and t\ZaS\ZS a girl hll 

lik\Zs. My husband looks straight at m\Z and says, "Thll probl\Zm I haV\Z 

with fllminism is that it is not r{Zally n\Z\Zdlld anymor\Z. Wom\Zn ariZ \Zqual 

now." 

My h~Zart skipp\Zd a b{Zat. I was SP\ZIZChl\Zss. I moV\Zd my book in 

front of my fac\Z so hll would not misund~Zrstand my grimac\Z of shock 

and horror. I could not bllli\ZV\Z that my husband, of all p\Zopl\Z, did not 

und{Zrstand th\Z n\Z\Zd for fllminists. 1iad hll l\Zarn\Zd nothing in all th\Z 

y\Zars W\Z had bll\Zn marrilld? 1ill loV\Zd to randomly d~Zbat\Z isSU\ZS. I was 

not pr\Zpar\Zd to dllbat\Z this isSU\Z with him. '(Is hll list\Zd off how wom{Zn 

W\Zr\Z ceos and \Zl\ZCt\Zd officials, I sat SP\ZIZChl\Zss my brain spinning in 

circl\Zs around thoughts of "how haV\Z I not taught you why fllminism is 

niZIZdlld" and "I can't b\Zli\ZV\Z you just said that" and ''do you r{Zally think 

that or ariZ you m{Zssing with m\Z". 
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11\Z paus\Zd in his on\Z sid\Zd d\Zbat\Z waiting for my sid\Z. I hllld 

a fing\Zr to tak\Z a mom\Znt. I r\Zmind\Zd myslllf to br\Zath. Th\Zn it hit m\Z. 

I look\Zd at this man in front of m\Z and sigh\Zd. "®\Zar, just b\ZCaUS\Z 

you ar\Z an \ZVOlV\Zd man in this world and you know in th\Z cor\Z of 

your b\Zing that woman ar\Z \Zqual, dO\ZS not m\Zan that th\Z r\Zst of th\Z 

world bllli\ZV\ZS that." 11\Z blink\Zd and ask\Zd for an \ZXampl\Z. I bring up 

th\Z S\ZV\Znty C\Znts wom\Zn mak\Z to th\Z dollar m\Zn mak\Z. 11\Z r\Ztorts that 

wom\Zn in his company mak\Z th\Z sam\Z, if not mor\Z than m\Zn. I again 

r\Zmind him that his company, lik\Z himsdf, is th\Z \ZXC\Zption to th\Z norm. 

11\Z says h\Z is going to n\Z\Zd mor\Z \ZVid\ZnC\Z. I am not a hug\Z fan of 

d\Zbating, mostly b\Zcaus\Z I am not quick with th\Z com\Zbacks. I cam\Z 

back with, "'Rllm\Zmb\Zr back to all thos\Z political d\Zbat\ZS during th\Z 

\Zkction. In almost \ZV\Zry d!lbat\Z th\Z isSU\Z of wom\Zn not b\Zing tr\Zat\Zd 

fairly in th\Z work plac\Z was pr\ZS\Znt. If wom\Zn W\Zr\Z tr\Zat\Zd fairly in this 

country why would all of our 'want to b\Z 1\Zad\Zrs' bring it up? ®on't you 

think th\Z futur\Z 1\Zad\ZrS of our country and all of th\Zir SP\Z\ZCh writ\ZrS 

would know if wom\Zn W\Zr\Z b\Zing tr\Zat\Zd \Zqually?" 

That satisfilld him. 11\Z walklld away from our d\Zbat\Z and has 

not brought it up again. I cannot stop thinking about th\Z \Zncount\Zr. I 

would n\ZV\Zr marry a man that did not think I was his \Zqual. I would lik\Z 

to r\Zmind my husband, mysdf and all of you, that oft\Zn Wh\Zn W\Z 1\Zarn 

how things should b\Z, W\Z som\Ztim\ZS forg\Zt that th\Z r\Zst of th\Z world has 

not had our \ZXp\Zri\ZnC\ZS and has not com\Z to th\Z sam\Z conclusions. 

Ii\ZXt tim\Z, I'll b\Z r\Zady for 'why th\Z world still n\Z\Zds fllminists' d\Zbat\Z. 
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