
is no longer any doubt that fossil 

1cal ecologies when removed and lLiiif<e lL<e§§<O>lrll§ 
there is little widespread organizing 

>wer are a perfect match but more 
by lB>eth.<mty JLynn JOJolb>§<O>n 

thwhile and affordable for the JFenni.ntU.§Jm h.at§ t«Jtughtt JOnte Jnnt,(llny v.<nltur«Jtlble lle§§OH§. HJr§t, J[ JnntiUt§t §.(lly th«Jtt J[ «Jllnnt 

mtontHi.ed tto «Jlldntti.tt tth.aut J[ tUt§ed to tthU.nk tth.aut femtU.nit§Jnnt \W.al§ .at hat~dl tthimg. The hi.§ttoJry 

that J[ (.(lllong wU.th Jnntany othe1m, J['Jnnt §IIJnre) le.aunnted U.n §chooll, polrtl:r<~ty<ed feJnntini.§t§ .at§ 

lbr.at-lbnunrni.ng, Jrn.am-lht«Jtdng 'WOJnnteJnt. They were "out of oontwol" and .amg,FJry. J[n fact, 

ited 
1Utpon entetrU.ng coUege, the JfU.Jr§t tthi.ng that ][ thought .atlbout wh<en ][ W.at§ nnfonned 

Camille Kingsolver. Animal, 
d Life. New York: HarperPerennial, that J[ had to take a \\VoJnnten'§ and Gender §tm:lli.e§ d«Jt§§ W«JL§ the vi_vi_d photogr.atplht§ 

<oJf womten i.gni.ting tthdr lbr«JL§ «Jtnd tlhurowi.ng tthelnnt into ttJr.at§h c«Jtn§. J[ W.at§ §O 

rk: Viking , 1998. unoomdfont<~tMe wi.th the dwught of t.atking one of tthe§e cotutr§e§. J[ thought thatt we 

)04. Boulder: Paradigm, 2004. weJne goi.ng tto ll<e«Junnt «Jtbomt woJonllen JnutJnmi.ng tr«Jtlnntp.(lltnllt .aunt«:ll §]ht~onurdng ,(llboutt lhto\w mnurch 

they de§pi.§ed men. 

JLuddlly, J[ eventtu(llUy opened Jnnty eye§ «Jtnd Jreallb:ed that wlht«JLt J[ W.at§ 

le.aunnU.ng W.at§ not «Jtlbout hateful womten, lbut trather i.t w,(ll§ about p.at§§LOtnt«Jtte, 

i.nttdHg•etnut womten \Wlht~om §lt<ood up f<Onr wh.aut they heHeved i.n: e'9pur«Jtlli.ty. The mtore 

that J[ le.aurned «Jtlbout femtinU.§Jm, the JmoJne exdted J[ 1beca1me ove1r woJOnten'§ ttri.utmplht§ 

in tthdr Hglhut fo1r e'9[U.atHty. lEven tod.aty, J[ c.amnot 1nead ,(II pi.ece of feJnnti.ni.§tt HtteJr.atttUJne 

wi.thout JfedU.ng etmpowered lby the autlht<O>Jr§' atrg,Flll(Jnnt•ent§. 

Do you w.aumtt t<O> know \wh.aut JfeJnnti.ni.§mL tt«Jmrglhut Jnntd H ere it§ «Jt lli.§t of §otonte of 

the many thi.ng§: 

1. §tt«Jmding up foJr Jnnty§df doe§ not mt.atlk<e mlle «Jt §]hurew. H J[ .amnt lbdng 

JnntiBtJreated, J[ wiU not he§i.tate to <ll§§ert Jmy§elf. J[ «Jllnnt not a doonnnt.atlt. J[ 

de§eJrve to lbe ttJne.attt<ed Uke a lhumnntan bdng. 

2. J[ do not ne<ed to le.un how to cook to keep my hu§b.atnd'§ lbeUy fult He can 

do i.tt hi.mt§eH, ,(II§ he now know§ tth.aut woJnnten .aune nott bonnt p<O§§e§§img tlhlle 

59 



60 

.ability to oOJodk. ll Jrte.atUy do nOJt can: Jfonr cooking, and ll w.at§ Jfonttunm.aute tto Hnd 

out that he li.§ ~VONDERJFUL .att U.t. That'§ a good thing; too, bec.allUl§te ll don't 

h.atve the p.audence fo1r U.t. ll'ccllJr.attlhueJr have .at bowl of oeJrte.atl .atn)'\\\v.aty, bec.attlJl§e 

cereal i.§ ddi.dotlJl§. 

3. ll'Jnnt .atUowed tto h.atve mty own opU.ni.on§. J['Jnnt aUow<ed to dli.§.atg,I"Jnee with 

wlhuOJJmever ll w.atntt to di.§.atg'lnee with, §<OJ long .at§ ][ di.§.atg,I"Jrtee Jrte§pecduUy. 

4. §pe.akimg oJf Jrte§pectt, did ][ Jnntendon tth.attt ll .atJnnt de§ervimg oJf re§ptect, jttJl§tt .at§ 

any 101ther humt.atn being? 

5. Mly gemdleJr dote§ not di.ctt.attte whi.ch f.aumHy Jmle§ J[ pelrifoJrJnnt. My lhuul§b.aunudl 

and ll have a chHd (whom, by the w.ay, we both .atg'lrtee i.§ the mo§tt 

womdled1udl p<er§on R.n the endre world). Typi.c.atUy, §odetty would .at§§ttJnme 

that ll would he in cha1rge of all chi.lld-Jre.atJritng. Butt not in m.y §ptedfi.c 

§Ltuadon. My lhnlJl§b.atm:ll .and J[ .atJne both hdd to the §.atmue ex:pecttado,n§ of .at 

p.aunent. We h.atve both done our §h.atJne of dht.amgi.ng di..atper§ (poo-poo§ and 

aU), feeding, bathing, cuddHng; and any otheJr parenting re§pml§i.MHty 

tth.attt you c.aunt think of. 

6. Mly gendeJr .atll§o do<e§ not Jm.atke tme Jrte§pon§i.ble for aU of the deaniumg that 

ne<ed§ to be done i.n mty ho1me. 

7. ][ doJnt'tt h.ave to §h.atve Jnnty leg§ i.Jf ][ don't w.antt to. My lhm§b.amd §ttWl love§ mte, 

eveJm i_f ll h.atve furry leg§. lFunry leg§ doJnt'tt l[]nt.atke Jnnte le§§ of a p<eJmon, jttJl§lt .a 

pddkly peJr§oJm, and that'§ okay. 

8. ][ .amnt an equal, and de§eJrve to he one. ll .aum .at§ capable of .atdhti.eving mty 

goal§ .at§ .anyone d§e, R.nduditJmg muen. 

][ could go on Jfor day§ about thiL§. The item§ on l[]nty U§t p1mbablly sound 

§fi.Uy to soJme, but ][ honesdy never Jne.atHzed how li.Jnntport.amt these ttlhtU.ng§ we1ne umtH 

ll Jntotti.ced that not <eVeJryone feels that they .at.Jne worthy of then11.. M.amy womten 

ttod.aty stti.lll fed .at§ though they h.ave It« 

have far l[]ntore i.tmponrt.aumtt thU.1mgs to s.ac 

Jfdtt th.aut w.aty. "Jlustt stmiLlle and nod." lFo 

and nod" ttyp<e of p<etmon. lP\etople lle.aun 

she w.at§ tt.atllkiumg, .aumd not to b<e di.sre§p 

ll Jb,egan lle.aurnU.ng .atbolllltt feJmU.ni.§Jnnt, stt.alll 

ll t i.s not too mmch to .at§k for respect, . 

th.aut ][ c.aunt h.arve .am i.nttdli.g<entt conveJrs 

qui.et, unltes§ ][ don't know wh.attt ll'Jmt t.c 

CC][Utesdons, sotmetthi.ng for whi.ch ll h.atv• 

Ml.amy wo1men all§o sttiU fed til 

dhtiLlld-Jne.auri.ng amdl dhtoJne§ .aut lhtotmue. lFeJt 

who Jr.ati.sed my bJmtlhteJr by hR.msdJf Jfor 

.atllL He w.ats, .auntd §ttHll its, .at p.atlnentt tth.aut ][, 

sod<etty's ]pnms<CJri.pdon§ foJr Jf.authe1m .am<e 

c,aJne of, .amd that's e:x:.acdy what 1my da 

LOVE hi.m. My hu§hamd h.at§ been htel[,d 

ttlhtat he U.s n1011t Jr,ai.sR.ng ollJilr d.auglhtteJr b; 

people'§ dhtHdtren tth.aunt ][ .aunnt, .amd W<e'rQ 

Looking b.adk OJnt evetrytthimg: 

Jfo1r femti.ni.§ntt. As §omueone who now p 

don't know whetne J[ would be wU.thoul 

i.n <egallittt.auri..aunt Jf.aumHy roles .aune genteJr.atl 

person, .and J[ w.aunttt to be ttre.at<ed Hke e 

ttJne.att<ed Hke .at posse§§i.on oJr soJnnt<eoJnt<e 

·''dp oJf the i.oelb,etrg" of fetmiunti.sJnnt, butt 

he Jnnty§eH, .aum:ll f,emitnU.sm h.ats htellped Jn 



•r cooking; and][ was fortunate to find 

1t's a good thing, too, because][ don't 

ve a bowl of cereal anyway, because 

•. rm allowed to disagree with 

) long as K disagree respectfully. 

""tat X am deserving of respect, just as 

. mily roles ][ perform. My husband 

·,we both agree is the most 

1). Typically, society would assume 

-rearing. But not in my specific 

held to the same expectations of a 

of changing diapers (poo-poos and 

ny other pallenting responsibility 

:sponsibte for aU of the cleaning that 

"l't want to. My husband still loves me, 

dlon't make me less of a person, just a 

·.][am as capable of achieving my 

e items on my list probably sound 

>w important these things were until 

·e worthy of them. Many women 

today still feel as though they have to sit down and be quiet because other people 

have far more important things to say. There have been times when ][ have even 

felt that way. "Just smile and nod." ]Fortunately for me, my mom was never a "smile 

and nod" type of pellson. People learned very quickly not to inter1rupt her while 

she was talking, and not to be disrespectful to her. ][twas because of her that, aifter 

][ began lea1ming abou1t feminism, standing up for 1mysdf heca1me so e<atsy foil me. 

J[t is not too much to ask fox- respect, .amd for people to acknowledge <atm:l. .cnccept 

that ][ can have an intelligent conversation. J['m not going to sit down and be 

quiet, unless ][ don't know what ]['m talking about. Then ][ would just ask A LOT of 

questions, something for which ][ have always been notorious . 

Many women also still feel that they are the ones who .cnre responsible for 

child-rearing and chores at home. ]Feminism taught me that people like my dad, 

who raised my brother by himself for the first part of his life, are not abnormal at 

all. He was, and still is, a parent that loved his son unconditionally, and ignored 

society's pn·oscriptions foil fathers and child-rearing. His child needed to be taken 

care of, and that's exactly what my dad did. He can cook, dean, and aU children 

LOVJE hi.m. My llmsband h;ats been held to the same expeclt<atti.ons, with the exception 

that he is not r.cnising our daughter by hU.mself. My husbialrud is bettex- with other 

people's children than ][ am, and we're both Hne with it. 

Looking back on everything, ][ never thought that ][ wott.llld be thankful 

for feminism. As someone who now proudly emb1races the identity of a feminist, ][ 

don't know where ][ would be without it. §orne people say th.cnt womeru who believe 

in egalitarian family roles are generally happier. ][ couldn't agree more. ][ am a 

person, and ][ want to be treated like one. ][ could never be satisfied with being 

t1reated li.ke a possession or someone who is inferior. These examples are just the 

"dp of the iceberg" of feminism, but are still meaningful. My parents taught me to 

be myself, «llnd feminism has helped me find the voice to do exactly that. 
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