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Under Oath 

When do you remember feeling jealous or inadequate? 

Were you concerned that you were not good enough? 

She had so many ponytails, barrettes, beads, and color 

you were certain her mother loved her more. 

When do you remember feeling ashamed of your family? 

You were ten on the west side of South Bend at your Grandma Mary's house. 

"This neighborhood used to be really nice until they moved in." 

Did you decide then that you couldn't change opinions 

without making others uncomfortable. Were you 

uncomfortable? 

When did you buy the lie? 

Walking home one night you heard footsteps behind you. 

You made it home safe and decided to forget about your judgments 

To be comfortable 

When did you realize that no one was safe or comfortable? 

Listening to Mark, with tears running down his cheeks 

"I have this skin condition, see ... " 

or when Naoku revealed her fear of looking into colorful eyes 

Jaw to the ground in disbelief, 

realizing this lie was not only believed by you, 

but everyone else had bought this monstrosity too. 

Injustice, Ignorance and lifetimes and lifetimes of Lies. 

When did you stop pretending and stand boldly for humanity? 
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