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Noteworthy: Decolonizing Ukrainian Music in Music Reference Resources

LAIKIN DANTCHENKO
Music Audiovisual Metadata Librarian

IU Bloomington

Music librarian, Laikin Dantchenko and Jacobs School of Music musicologist, Dr.
Halina Goldberg chaired a recent workshop at the national annual meeting for the
American Musicology Society that addressed the enduring impact of Russian colonization
on the historiography of Ukrainian music, focusing on correcting historical misattributions,
omissions, and inaccurate portrayals of Ukrainian musical heritage. Musicologists,
ethnomusicologists, and librarians gathered to explore actionable strategies for identifying
and rectifying inaccuracies within English-language scholarship, reference resources, and
library catalogs. The workshop provided guidance on creating accurate reference entries,
building detailed bibliographic records for Ukrainian composers and performers, and
ensuring correct romanization of Ukrainian names.

Following the panelists’ presentations on various aspects of decolonization in
academia, the editor-in-chief of Grove Music Online proposed a collaborative project to
decolonize entries on Ukrainian music and musicians within this authoritative resource for
librarians and music scholars. By addressing and correcting these Russified entries, this
effort will support reparative cataloging in correcting authorized access points that reflect
Russification of Ukrainian composers, musicians, and authors as well as correcting subject
headings, genre/form terms, and medium of performance terms. Additionally, this will help
decolonize pedagogy, scholarship, and publications in the future to fully represent the
richness and diversity of Ukrainian music within music academia.

Research Incentive Fund Report

CHUCK PETERS
Head, Music Library Cataloging, Associate Librarian
IU Bloomington

An InULA Research Incentive Fund Grant in the amount of $547 helped me meet my
budget to attend the annual Congress of the International Association of Music Libraries,
Archives and Documentation Centres (IAML), in Stellenbosch, South Africa from June 23-
28, 2024. As the Chair of the Libraries in Music Teaching Institutions Section (LIMTI) of
[AML, I also served on the Programming Committee for the annual Congress. My
committee, along with the Cataloguing and Metadata, and Service and Training committees,
sponsored three 90-minute sessions on E-Scores in music libraries. The presentations on
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this topic were my concept and along with the Chairs of the other two committees, |
organized the sessions and recruited the participants.

E-Scores Part One included three papers on topics pertaining to acquisitions,
processing and cataloging. Part Two included three papers on access and circulation; and in
Part Three I participated in a panel discussion on the future of E-scores in music libraries.
Presenters and panel participants represented institutions from around the world. On a
related note, I also serve on the E-Scores Working Group for the Music Library Association
and am a co-author of their discussion paper, “Best Practices for Electronic Score
Cataloging.” A few of the participants in the Stellenbosch conference have also contributed
to the MLA discussion paper.

The sessions provided an opportunity for Cook Music Library, representing Indiana
University, to participate in an important international conversation that will provide
valuable guidance to music libraries around the world. Outgoing IAML President Pia
Shekter said: “... the sessions on E-Scores were greatly appreciated ... it is something that
concerns practically all music librarians.”

At the conference, LIMTI resolved to petition the IAML Board to form a project
group to next work on developing an E-Scores licensing template that might be used
internationally to help make these digital materials more accessible by patrons. The
proposal has been put forward and I intend to offer to serve on the project group.

Thank you so much for your support through the InULA Research Incentive Fund,
allowing me to attend this conference and continue this important work.
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