
InULA Notes 35(1) SPRING 2023 
 

 
 

39 
 

News from Our Members 
 

Call to Collaborate on a Choice Bibliographic Essay! 
 

JEREMY PEKAREK (he/him), CA, MLIS, MA 
Archivist, Calumet Regional Archives 

John W. Anderson Library, IU Northwest 
 

  

Hello fellow archivists, preservationists, and collection stewards! 

This is an open invitation to collaborate on a bibliographic essay examining different facets 
of the archival profession to be published in Choice Magazine. The purpose of the essay is to 
create a list of resources on topics within the archival realm that may touch on a number of 
areas. For instance, subtopics could focus on records management, digital resources, 
copyright, community archiving, history of the profession, DEI, etc. Subtopics can be 
discussed further as we collaborate, they are not set in stone. 

A bibliographic essay is a lot like an annotated bibliography, but a bib essay takes a position, 
includes an intro/conclusion, and describes handpicked resources. It’s not simply listing 
resources but describing them. Choice Magazine is a fantastic resource to pitch a 
bibliographic essay. To my knowledge there are no bibliographic essays on the archival 
profession published through Choice Magazine. There are some essays on related fields, such 
as Museum Studies, and of course on libraries in general. 

Why collaborate on this? 

This project is being pitched to folks inside of IU to create a meaningful body of research that 
relates to preservation, archives, and collections management demonstrating a shared value 
and commitment toward the field. In addition, anyone on the tenure track may find this 
proposal particularly interesting…hint, hint. This also creates an opportunity for newer folks 
to collaborate with seasoned professionals, meet new people, and create a meaningful 
research project with your colleagues across the IU system. 

Who is Choice? 

Choice is a publishing unit of ACRL and serves as a leading collection development resource 
for over 1600 libraries. They publish Choice Magazine, and routinely accept submissions for 
bibliographic essays on a range of topics. Once those articles are published in Choice 
Magazine, they are then converted into a libguide as well and are open to the public for future 
reading. Co-authors do not need to break the content down into libguides, Choice does that 
labor. The work is a collaborative effort, similar to any other research article by working with 
an editor. 
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• Choice Magazine information 
• Choice Bibliographic Essay Overview 
• Published Choice Bibliographic Essays (libguide format) 

Aren’t there bibliographies already published? 

There have been other bibliographies published related to the archival field. But those 
bibliographies tend to strictly examine archival theory only, list resources about the timeline 
of archives from ancient days, or exist as a traditional bibliography, not in an essay format. 
Even SAA’s published bibliography does not provide description, just a list of resources. 
Choice Bibliographic Essays provide a format to understand different facets of the profession 
on a deeper and descriptive level, while also using a relatable and accessible format, 
libguides. The libguide format is nice because it can be linked to other resources such as an 
IU webpage, marketing reasons, or SAA/MAC/SIA webpages. Choice requires a minimum of 
books/resources, so having a handful of folks is great, because subtopics can be tackled by 
one or two people each, creating less of a burden than one or two people attempting to 
review and write the entire article. 

Interested? Let’s talk! 

If you want to learn more, pick up the phone and call! (Using my infomercial voice now.) 
Please feel free to reach out to Jeremy Pekarek (he/him), Archivist at IU Northwest at 219-
980-6547 or jpekarek@iu.edu 

There is no hard deadline for this project, this is simply a pitch to generate involvement from 
IU folks. But if you are interested, contacting me sooner rather than later would be best. After 
folks make contact, I can create a Teams page, do introductions, and get the ball rolling. 
Hopefully by the end of the summer we can have a firm list of interested people and start 
collaborating on a project outline/abstract for Choice to review, possibly by the end of the 
fall semester. But honestly, we can work at a pace that works for all of us, until the proposal 
is accepted. This can be a unique experience rather than a burden, so let’s work together on 
a timeline. 

FYI, you do not need a Choice account, or act as an official reviewer for proposals to be 
accepted. Also, you do not need to be a librarian, some essays in Choice are written by non-
librarians. But if you work in the archival profession or related field and assist with 
preservation, collection management, etc., then this idea is for you 

Thank you for taking the time to read through this proposal! 

 

https://www.choice360.org/products/choice-magazine/
https://www.ala.org/acrl/choice/essays
https://ala-choice.libguides.com/
mailto:jpekarek@iu.edu
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