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May 1, 2020
Dear InULA Members,

[ hope this President’s Letter finds you and your loved ones well. It seems incredible that a
semester that started as normal as any other turned so quickly due to COVID-19.
Unfortunately, the pandemic prevented InULA from holding our annual book sale. Funds
from the book sale help fund InULA grants and scholarships. However, despite the
uncertainty and chaos caused by the pandemic, I am proud that InULA took several actions
this semester to make our organization more inclusive.

First, in January InULA members voted on a new motto. By a wide margin, “Serving our
Community of Libraries” was chosen as our new motto. The change is reflected on our

website (https://inula.sitehost.iu.edu/)!

Second, thanks to the work of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee (Chuck Peters, Chair;
Ben Keele; Kate Moore; Sean Stone) InULA members passed several changes to the
constitution and bylaws. The most significant of these changes were to the three levels of
membership.

e Regular InULA members. The previous language stated “Regular membership is
available to any person who holds an appointment as a library faculty member on
any campus of Indiana University.” The approved change now reads “Regular
membership is available to any person who holds a full-time position with a
reporting line to the Indiana University Libraries.”

e Associate members. Previous language stated “Associate membership is available to
any of the following: 1. Former librarians of the Indiana University Libraries. 2.
Faculty members of the Indiana University Department of Information and Library
Science. 3. Retired librarians of Indiana University Libraries. 4. Any other librarian
not specifically covered above who is interested in supporting the purposes as
stated in Article II. Indiana University library faculty are ineligible for associate
membership.” The approved changes are now “Associate membership is available to
anyone who agrees with the Organization's purposes as stated in Article II, and is
not eligible for a regular membership, including, but not limited to: Former
librarians and staff of the Indiana University Libraries. Faculty members of the
Indiana University Department of Information and Library Science. Retired
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librarians and staff of Indiana University Libraries. Full-time employees with a
reporting line to the Indiana University Libraries are ineligible for associate
membership.”

¢ Finally, a change in the third level of membership from “friends” to “student.” The
previous language stated “Friends membership is available to any other person who
is interested in supporting the purposes as stated in Article II. Friends membership
is not open to those eligible for regular or associate membership.” This has been
changed to “Student membership is available to any student on any campus of
Indiana University who agrees with the Organization's purposes as stated in Article
[1, and is not eligible for a regular or associate membership.”

The InULA Board hopes these changes will provide space for non-librarians and students to
become more active members of InULA and be able to take advantage of the benefits of
membership such as grants and scholarships, as well as professional development, service
and networking opportunities.

In addition to these welcome changes, the InULA Board worked this academic year to
ensure consistency and stability with our website and Amazon book sale account. The
website had been maintained by the InULA president, but that was not sustainable. In fall
2019, I'm happy to report that Hannah Alcasid, [UPUI Ruth Lilly Law Library, volunteered
to become InULA’s first official webmaster. Welcome Hannah! Special thanks to InULA past
president, Allison McClanahan, for her work maintaining the website until Hannah took
over.

Regarding the Amazon book sale account, in conjunction with the InULA Book Sale
Committee, for several years Naz Pantaloni, IU Bloomington Libraries, has maintained the
account which provides revenue for InULA to fund grants and scholarships. In 2020, Willa
Tavernier, IU Bloomington Libraries, volunteered to assume responsibility for the Amazon
account. This transition will ensure that InULA continues to receive funds from Amazon
book sales. Thank you Naz for your service, and welcome Willa!

While we struggle with the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, I hope the steps we’ve
taken in the 2019-2020 academic year position InULA to withstand this uncertainty and
continue to be a meaningful organization supporting and advocating for all of us who work
in libraries across the IU system.

Take care everyone.
Sara Lowe
InULA President, 2019-2020
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