
InULA Notes 30(2) FALL 2018 
 

 
 

44 
 

One Book…One Campus…One Community at IU Northwest 
NICO CASAS 

Coordinator of Library Instruction 
John W. Anderson Library Conference Center 

Indiana University, Northwest
 

 
Introduction 
For IU Northwest, the “One Book…One Campus…One Community” 
reading initiative relies heavily on themes of diversity, inclusion, 
and overcoming adversity. The One Book committee makes book 
recommendations on topics that are very important and 
concerning the City of Gary, the northwest region, and the rest of 
the Chicagoland area. Programs, discussions, events, and even 
movie screenings surrounding a singular book’s theme are then 
planned for the new upcoming academic year. It is customary for 
the author to speak at the end of the spring semester. 
 
History 
One Book…One Campus…One Community was born out of a previous campus reading 
program that lasted from 2006 to 2010 by the Library. By the summer of 2012, the IU 
Northwest Council launched a Summer Council Reading Project to continue campus 
conversations about diversity. This Council read books and articles about diversity, equity, 
and inclusion and hosted discussion groups.  The reading project continued on to include the 
entire campus community. It was relaunched as the One Book…One Campus…One 
Community initiative, which faculty could engage their students with a common read. The 
initiative’s activities are part of the Campus Conversation on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. 
 
By 2013, the second iteration became a program of the Affirmative Action Committee, a 
Faculty Organization committee, which is now known as the Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee. In order to expand its membership, One Book separated into a campus initiative, 
and its committee now includes faculty and support staff across all departments.  
 
Because One Book is not under a department, school, or an Office (nor the Library), the 
program enjoys a lot of freedom and opportunities for everyone to collaborate and work 
together on programs and outreach to the campus and the surrounding community. One 
Book is fortunate to be sponsored by numerous departments including the Office of the 
Chancellor, Office of Academic Affairs, Faculty Organization, the Library, and many other 
schools and offices. The current chair is Crystal Shannon, Associate Professor and Associate 
Director of the Graduate Program for the IU Northwest School of Nursing. 
 
Book Selection 
The One Book committee accepts recommendations from everyone including faculty, staff, 
students, and community members. Recommendations are often taken from “common read” 
lists created by publishers, but many also come from personal favorites or books that 
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individuals have a connection to. The committee does not take into account of authors’ 
speaking fees, and often the One Book committee applies for national grants to cover this. 
 
All book recommendations are entered into a pool with the book’s title, author, and 
summary. Recommenders also explain and make a case why the book should be selected as 
the One Book. The campus and community then votes on the book.  
 
IU Northwest statistically has the most diverse student population out of all Indiana 
University campuses, so diversity is the most important criteria for a One Book selection. 
Even though the committee accepts book recommendations from all points of view, many of 
the winning books happen to come from authors of a variety of backgrounds including 
African-Americans, Latinx community, LGBTQ community, veterans, women, and more. This 
fosters connections to our students on a deeply person level.  
 
Books are also selected for accessibility and complexity that is appropriate for advanced high 
school students, college undergraduates, and community members. For example, our 
current One Book selection, “Women & Power” by Mary Beard, is pocket-sized and a little 
over 100 pages long! 
 
This is important in order to ease curriculum integration at IU Northwest. Many IUN faculty 
have integrated the One Book into some of their classes often as central themes, required 
reading, or a whole unit. Nursing, English, SPEA, Sociology, and other disciplines and schools 
are currently using the One Book during this academic year. 
 
Timeline 
Planning for the new One Book is ongoing all year round. The capstone event of One Book is 
the author doing a reading, discussion, and Q&A for the university, usually in April or May. 
At the close of the event, the anticipated announcement is made of the One Book winner for 
the new academic year. This gives the One Book committee a whole year to foster a 
relationship with the author’s publisher and/or agent and plan events, curricula, discussions, 
and more. 
 
Programs – Conflict Is Not Abuse 
For the 2017-2018 academic year, the winner of One Book was “Conflict Is Not Abuse” by 
Sarah Schulman. Schulman, professor of English at the College of Staten Island (City 
University of New York), usually presents a wide range of themes in her books including 
gender studies, LGBTQ issues, AIDS history, and even Palestine. For this book, Schulman 
tackles divisive issues that involve conflict mediation such as confrontation, 
misunderstandings, and trigger warnings in schools. 
 
The Art Department and the Office of the Chancellor spearheaded the One Book Chancellor’s 
Prize for Student Artistic Design. Students created a work of art surrounding themes of 
“Conflict Is Not Abuse,” and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes were given along with opportunities 
to meet Sarah Schulman.  
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The documentary film “Memories of a Penitent Heart” was also shown for its central themes 
of AIDS, gay life, Puerto Ricans, and Catholicism.  
 
Programs – Women & Power 
The current One Book selection for the 2018-2019 academic year, “Women & Power” by 
classicist and historian Mary Beard, takes a short but fascinating journey of women in power 
from antiquity to the present day. Beard touches on many issues that are front and center in 
American life today such as record numbers of women running for office, online trolls 
targeting women, the #MeToo Movement, and more. 
 
For the fall semester, there were many events sponsored by schools and offices such as 
movie screenings, book talks, and discusses with women in politics and business. For one 
event, we had the mayor of Gary, Karen Freeman-Wilson, and Indiana State Representative 
Mara Candelaria-Reardon visit IU Northwest and give a talk on being a woman in Indiana 
politics. 
 
List of Book Selections and their LibGuides 
2012-2013 – The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 
2013-2014 – House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
2014-2015 – The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 
2015-2016 – Operation Homecoming edited by Andrew Carroll 
2016-2017 – The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
2017-2018 – Conflict Is Not Abuse by Sarah Schulman 

http://libguides.iun.edu/onebook2017/ 
2018-2019 – Women & Power by Mary Beard –  

http://libguides.iun.edu/onebook2018 
 
One Book website: https://www.iun.edu/onebook/index.htm
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