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MOIRA MARSH 
Anthropology, Comparative Literature, Folklore, Sociology, and Telecommunications 

Librarian 
Herman B Wells Library 

Indiana University, Bloomington 
 

I was awarded $550 in May 2016 in support of my research project, “The Rhetoric of 
Unlaughter.” For this stage of the project, I had organized a plenary panel at the 2016 annual 
meeting of the International Society for Humor Studies (ISHS), which has held at Trinity 
College, Dublin, from June 27 through July 1, 2016.   

Our panel, entitled “The Rhetoric of Unlaughter,” was the morning plenary session on the 
last day of the conference. My paper was “Unlaughter and the Dreadnought,’ which used an 
account of the famous Dreadnought hoax (also known as the “Emperor of Abyssinia” hoax) 
against the British Navy in 1910 to illustrate the role of “unlaughter” in the performance of 
a very public practical joke. Unlaughter is not the absence of laughter, but its opposite: the 
term refers to everything that can convey disapproval of a joke for any reason.  

The rest of the panel consisted of papers about a controversial song parody in relation to the 
European refugee crisis in Estonia, and a paper reporting on attitudes toward and arguments 
about rape jokes. In conclusion, a colleague from the University of Chicago delivered a 
response to the papers. Currently, the four of us are revising and expanding the conference 
papers for submission as a book on unlaughter.  In addition, I am finishing an article about 
the Dreadnought hoax for submission to the Journal of Comedy Studies.  

The $550 from InULA supplemented an Overseas Conference Grant from the Office of the 
Vice-provost for International Affairs). I can heartily recommend that librarians apply for 
one of these grants to present a paper or chairing a panel at an international conference.  
There are four deadlines annually in October, January, April, and July.  

On April 3rd 2017, I presented a brief slideshow reporting on my use of this grant for an 
InULA Grant Recipients Research Webinar under the title “Unlaughter in the Long Room.” 
Below are some of the images from that presentation.  

I am deeply grateful to InULA for supporting my research.  

 

https://worldwide.iu.edu/faculty/grants/overseas-conference/index.shtml
https://worldwide.iu.edu/faculty/grants/overseas-conference/index.shtml
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