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IU Libraries: Primary Source Immersion Program

CARRIE SCHWIER
Outreach and Public Services Archivist
Indiana University Archives
Indiana University, Bloomington

Following a year of careful planning, in August 2017 the IUB Libraries hosted its first ever
Primary Sources Immersion Program (PSIP) to introduce teaching faculty to new
possibilities for integrating primary sources and special collections into their courses. The
three-day workshop, generously funded by the IUB Libraries’ Jay Information Literacy
endowment, resulted from a collaboration between the Department of Teaching and
Learning and 12 partner repositories from across campus including: Archives of African
American Music and Culture; Archives of Traditional Music; Black Film Center/Archive;
Glenn A. Black Laboratory of Archaeology; Kinsey Institute for Research in Sex, Gender, and
Reproduction; Liberian Collections; Lilly Library; Mathers Museum of World Cultures;
Moving Image Collection and Archive; Sage Historic Costume Collection; University Archives;
and the Wylie House Museum.
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Faculty participants Michelle Moyd (History) and Akinwumi Adesokan (Media
School) during the Moving Image Archive workshop

In keeping with goals outlined in the IUB Libraries’ Strategic Plan and the Bicentennial
Strategic Plan for IU Bloomington, the program was designed to:
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Highlight IUB’s “humanistic and cultural assets” by introducing faculty members to
campus primary source collections!

Promote the exploration and teaching potential of our campus’s special collections by
directly engaging faculty in the use of primary sources?

Promote student engagement with campus special collections, in order to foster
students’ information literacy skills and opportunities for research3

Engage students with primary sources in a meaningful way so that they graduate “as
passionate advocates for humanistic and artistic expression, inquiry, curation and
stewardship.”#

Foster a multi-disciplinary cohort of teaching faculty and promote interdisciplinary
work among faculty across departments

Following an intensive application process, in early April the first cohort of Bloomington
instructors were selected, representing a broad range of disciplines including Education,
English, Folklore, Gender Studies, History, the Media School, the Music School, School of
Public Health, and Spanish and Portuguese. Faculty partnered with one or more repository
to rework their syllabi to incorporate primary sources.
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Day 1 - Archivist panel session

1 Bicentennial Strategic Plan for IU Bloomington, Objective Two: A Commitment to Student Success through
our Historic Academic Strengths, Part 1, a.

2 JUB Libraries’ Strategic Plan, Objective 1.1, Strategy B

3 JUB Libraries’ Strategic Plan, Objective 1.2; Bicentennial Strategic Plan for IU Bloomington, Objective Two: A
Commitment to Student Success through our Historic Academic Strengths, Part 1, d.

4 Bicentennial Strategic Plan for IU Bloomington, Objective Two: A Commitment to Student Success through
our Historic Academic Strengths, Part 1
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The program opened with a keynote address from Benjamin Motz, Director of Pedagogy,
Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, on “How Primary Sources Can Improve
Learning.” Throughout the Program, faculty engaged in a series of workshops at the U
Archives, Lilly Library, and the Moving Image Archive that modeled active-learning
techniques suitable for use with primary sources as well as individualized consultations with
collection managers. PSIP culminated with presentations from the participating instructors
on their revised course objectives, assignments, and planned repositories relationships.

Day 1 - IU Archives workshop

Feedback from participants was overwhelmingly positive, with one noting “The Primary
Source Immersion program was outstanding. This is exactly the kind of collaboration
between librarians, archivists and faculty that should be promoted on campus. It's not just
that the program improves the teaching on individual courses, though it surely does that. It's
that the program serves to highlight the surprising and remarkable strengths of IUB as an
institution, creates tangible new opportunities for cross-fertilization between different parts
of that institution, and connects faculty beyond their home units. The program also gives us
a chance to advocate for the residential campus university to our students, who now gain a
more immersive and specifically Bloomingtonian experience. That's immensely exciting.”

While instructors were given six semesters from the end of PSIP to implement revisions to
their courses, many began in the fall 2017 semester. Courses revised and implemented for
Fall 2017included: ENG L317: Early 17th Century English Poetry; FOLK F141: Urban
Legends; SPH H395/595: Practicum in College Sex Education; EDUC E325: Social Studies in
the Elementary Schools; HISP S322: Introduction to Film Analysis in Spanish; HIST A240: Get
Me Out! The History of Birth; MSCH F219: African Cinema in the World; and MUS E661:
Historical Research Methods in Music Education. Several other PSIP faculty chose to
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immediately implement revisions to courses they were teaching this semester, outside those
for which they originally applied for the PSIP.

Day 2 - Lilly Library workshop
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