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stemmed directly from the White House,” and, therefore, 
“that James Buchanan might have prevented . . . [this] key 
event that  triggered the southern secession” (p. x ) .  In 
Smith’s view these “vigorous political policies” involved the 
disruptive power of the federal patronage. Yet the conten- 
tion that  “any incumbent president . . . was . . . empowered 
by his control of jobs and favors to play a major role in 
choosing his party’s candidate for  the succession” (p. 101) 
probably reflects the 1960s more than the 1850s, as is indi- 
cated by the failure of both Millard Fillmore and Franklin 
Pierce to secure either their own renominations o r  determine 
their party’s nominees. Stephen A. Douglas’ Charleston sup- 
port by officeholders like George Sanders (p. 109) suggests 
that  officeholder unity for Douglas’ defeat is a myth. Once 
the campaign commenced, Buchanan, as his published corre- 
spondence shows, left most influential Douglasites in federal 
office undisturbed. And, as the author himself admits, if 
party unity were necessary to stave off defeat, the “first 
overture should have come from Douglas” (p. 102). 

This volume stops short of the admittedly difficult ob- 
jectives of this series. The author summarizes the writings 
of some major figures of middle period scholarship in the 
1940s and 1950s. But those who seek a synthesis of later 
scholarship o r  original contributions must continue their 
quest. 

State University of  New York,  David E. Meerse 
Fredonia 

The Papers o f  Jefferson Davis. Volume 2, June 184.1-July 
1846. Edited by James T. McIntosh. (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1974. Pp. xxxix, 806. 
Maps, illustrations, tables, notes, appendixes, list of 
sources, index. $20.00.) 

Jefferson Davis, despite his unique position in American 
history as president of the Confederate States of America, 
is still somewhat a man of mystery. In writing his intro- 
duction to volume one of The Papers of Jefferson Davis 
four years ago, Bruce Catton informed readers that  “as a 
man progresses from youth to manhood, and on through man- 
hood to death, he leaves tracks on paper” which should be 
collected and published if that  man has sufficient stature in 
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American history. As a congressman, secretary of war, and 
presider over the lost Grand Cause, Davis certainly merits 
attention. 

During the 1830s the young Davis resigned his com- 
mission in the United States Army, lost his bride of just three 
months to malaria, then turned his interests toward agricul- 
ture in Mississippi. During the early 1840s-the contents 
of this volume extend from June, 1841, to July, 1846-Davis 
gained experience in local and state Democratic party politics 
which led to his being elected to the House of Representatives 
in November, 1845. While the Mississippi planter served in 
Congress, talk of war circulated because of territorial dis- 
putes with Great Britain over the Oregon boundary and with 
Mexico over the Texas boundary. Amply endowed with pa- 
triotic and military ardor, Davis welcomed a military com- 
mission to serve against Mexico when war was declared 
against that country in May, 1846. Despite his second wife 
Varina’s anguished objections, Davis wasted no time accept- 
ing command of the First Mississippi Regiment of volun- 
teers. The last numbered item in volume two is a letter from 
Davis, dated July 8, 1846, written on a steamboat in the Ohio 
River as he and Mrs. Davis journeyed to Vicksburg in order 
that he could take command of his troops. 

The contents of this volume are disappointing to this 
reviewer. Of the 715 pages of text, comprising some 255 
items, most relate to the political speeches or public docu- 
ments of Davis. These are certainly of importance, but i t  
is unfortunate that readers of the volume will not gain a 
closer view of the private side of the man. Of the first 100 
pages of the volume there are just three personal letters. 
The text of all three total j u s t  more than one page. If Davis 
corresponded as much as Frank E. Vandiver maintained in 
volume one, the correspondence is either destroyed or un- 
known. Instead, one reads in the volume a steady stream of 
speeches made by Davis as reported in newspapers. One 
document, an extract of the proceedings of the Mississippi 
State Democratic Convention of January, 1844, is about nine 
pages in length, but there are 139 citations constituting 42 
pages of text. Every person mentioned in the text of the 
document appears to have a lengthy biographical sketch. 

According to the index, Editor McIntosh and his staff 
have provided over 430 sketches of persons. Much of the 
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documentation contained in these sketches-many are 150 
to  200 words in length-could have been omitted without 
detracting from the Davis material. It is not simply the 
amount of text taken up by the sketches, but rather the time 
and effort taken by the editorial staff in gathering and veri- 
fying this information. This observation focuses on editorial 
policy and in no way detracts from the contribution this 
volume makes to students of Jefferson Davis and Mississippi 
history and genealogy. It also does not detract from the ex- 
cellent selection of illustrations, the Davis chronology, and 
the extensive list of sources included in the volume. 

National Archives,  Washington,  D.C. George C.  Chalou 

Whereby W e  Thrive:  A History of American Farming, 1607- 
1972. By John T. Schlebecker. (Ames: The Iowa State 
University Press, 1975. Pp. x, 342. Illustrations, tables, 
bibliography, index. $12.95.) 

This book is a history of American farming without the 
farmer. Though the author says his work “becomes basically 
social history,” it is f a r  from the kind of social history writ- 
ten by such outstanding practitioners as Everett Dick and 
Merle Curti. Nowhere does the farmer appear except as in- 
fluenced by government, science, politics, and education. The 
author who is curator of agriculture and mining in the Smith- 
sonian Institution has drawn upon his work at the Smith- 
sonian on the development of agricultural machines and the 
use of science in agriculture to good effect. He has given 
us a history of the development of agricultural machinery, 
of the marketing of farm commodities, and of the application 
of science to  agriculture. Chapters on tools and machines, on 
transportation and methods of food processing, on biochem- 
istry and genetics are all done with skill and understanding. 
For this part  of his task he was admirably prepared and 
has done very well. Though the entire book is apparently 
written for the general reader rather than for specialists, 
these chapters make clear much that is important for the 
student of American agricultural history. 

Schlebecker’s treatment of government policy, despite 
some perceptive observations, is disappointing. It has too 
many errors, misunderstandings, and erroneous information. 
In places i t  reminds one of Frederic L. Paxson’s History of 




