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the land holdings and the career of William Scully, one of
the great landlords of the Midwest and a fascinating
character.

Papers on the varieties of corn and wheat developed
by midwestern agricultural stations and an interesting paper
on the “Commodity Exchanges, Agrarian ‘Political Power’
and the Antioption Battle, 1890-1894,” by Jonathan Lurie,
round out the most important offerings in this useful volume,
which is, as the editor acknowledges, by no means the defini-
tive work on the subject of farming in the Midwest during
the last half of the nineteenth century.

The University of Texas, El Paso Wayne E. Fuller

And They All Sang Hallelujah: Plain-Folk Camp-Meeting
Religion, 1800-1845. By Dickson D. Bruce, Jr. (Knox-
ville: The University of Tennessee Press, 1974. Pp. xii,
155. Notes, maps, illustrations, bibliography, indexes.
$7.50.)

In the last paragraph of his introduction Bruce succinctly
states what he is attempting to accomplish in his book:

This study begins with the context in which camp-meeting religion
grew up and flowered: first, with a description of plain-folk life and
an interpretation of their place in the Southern world; second, with an
account of the Methodist and Baptist churches as Southern institutions
and of the camp-meeting as a practice. Once the context of camp-
meeting religion has been described, it then becomes possible to set out
the contents of the plain-folk religious belief system. To do this, there
is an examination of the structure and content of the camp-meeting and
its relationship to the central purpose of Southern evangelical religion,
conversion. Then the study turns to the spiritual songs in order to out-
line what most of those who were converted proclaimed their salvation to
mean. Finally, the study comes full circle to examine again the plain-
folk and their lives, but at that point to see what camp-meeting religion
did for those who gave themselves over to it (p. 12).

Generally, Bruce does a good job of accomplishing the
goals which are outlined in his introduction. His description
of plain folk life and his interpretation of its role in the south-
ern world is generally accurate. However, considering the
political activity of the plain folk which contributed to the
democratizing of southern state governments during the first
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half of the nineteenth century, Bruce is on somewhat shaky
ground when he says: “they were nevertheless outside the
political and economic processes of the South” (p. 123).

In describing the camp meeting and the conversion ex-
perience, Bruce gives one of the most thorough and objective
accounts that this reviewer has read. He also gives an in
depth discussion of the religious concepts which are present
in the spiritual choruses. In the last chapter, in which Bruce
discusses the benefits which the frontier people derived from
camp meetings, one especially receives the impression that the
author is very careful to give a detached appraisal.

Overall, Bruce has made a significant contribution in his
examination of the role of the camp meeting experience in
southern frontier life. Not only is the study historical, but
it is sociological and psychological as well. Except for the
one point in interpretation noted above, this work is im-
pressive in its accuracy and comprehensiveness. And They
All Sang Hallelujah is the most compact, thorough, and ob-
jective study on the role and nature of the camp meeting on
the southern frontier that this reviewer has seen. Winner
of the first James Mooney Award, sponsored by the Southern
Anthropological Society, this book would be a most valuable
addition to all college and secondary school libraries.

Arkansas Polytechnic College, Kenneth R. Walker
Russellville

Nauvoo: The City of Joseph. By David E. Miller and Della
S. Miller. (Santa Barbara: Peregrine Smith, Inc., 1974.
Pp. xiii, 264. Illustrations, footnotes, appendixes, bibliog-
raphy, index. $10.00.)

After devastating defeat in the “Mormon Wayr” of 1838
in Missouri, the Mormons fled to Illinois and purchased land
in Hancock County, moving there in 1839. A tiny town located
on their land was renamed Nauvoo and appointed as the new
place for the Mormon ‘“gathering.” Soon the home not only
of the Missouri refugees but of Saints from all parts of the
United States and from Canada and England, this town grew
so rapidly that it became, for a brief period, the largest city
in Illinois. It failed to survive as the center of the Mormon
world, however. When revolutionary doctrines of the Latter



