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of the period 1850-1870 ; only m e  chapter concerns wealth 
distributions after 1870. One chapter compares various na- 
tivity groups, and the last chapter presents an analysis of 
Milwaukee and Wisconsin incomes. In  brief, the book is un- 
balanced and not exactly what might be expected from the 
title. 

Ralph Hidy, in his presidential address to the American 
Economics Association ( The Journal of Economic History, 
March, 1972), argued that conventionally trained economic 
historians have an obligation to become familiar with the new 
techniques in economic history. This is inescapable. But Hidy 
also stressed that writers equipped with the new methods have 
a responsibility to  communicate with a wider audience than 
themselves, and in this task Soltow has failed. 

The Ohio State  University, Columbus Eugene J. Watts 

Dispossessing the American Indian: Indians and Whi tes  on 
the Colonial Frontier. By Wilbur R. Jacobs. (New York : 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1972. Pp. xiv, 240. Notes, 
maps, illustrations, appendices, note on sources, index. 
Clothbound, $7.95 ; paperbound, $3.95.) 

Dispossessing the American Indian consists of three 
groups of loosely related essays. In Part I Jacobs sketches the 
background of Indian-white contact, emphasizing the fur  
trade ; he covers various topics in Part  II-Edmond Atkin’s 
report, the destruction of Fort William Henry in 1757, and 
the so called conspiracy of Pontiac. Part I11 is an overview of 
colonialism in New Guinea, Australia, and North America, 
an unusual grouping to say the least. Nevertheless, in this 
section the chapter entitled “The Price of Progress: Native 
Peoples on the European Frontiers 09 Australia, New Guinea, 
and North America” is worth reading for its anthropological 
point of view. Too often historians neglect the work of an- 
thropologists, who study people in their environment and who 
do not rely solely on the written record. Jacobs, in contrast, 
studied firsthand the aborigines of Australia and New Guinea 
and found that they shared an experience with the Indians of 
North America: they occupied land coveted by invading 
Europeans. Yet the course of events in these areas was not 
the same. In Australia and America the Europeans displaced 
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the native occupants; in New Guinea, despite centuries of 
contact, the natives retained their culture, their population, 
and their land because, Jacobs believes, of “geography, cli- 
mate, and [their] . . . physical and cultural vitality” (p. 
149). 

Unfortunately, despite the publisher’s dustjacket claim 
that the book “shakes some of the myths about Indians and 
whites on the colonial frontier,” it presents little that is new. 
Consisting as it does of works Jacobs has previously pub- 
lished elsewhere, the book can by no means be considered re- 
visionist history. “What We Owe the Woodland Indians,” the 
epilogue, is a thrice told tale. “White Gift Giving: French 
Skills in Managing the Indians,” although updated and re- 
organized, follows closely “Presents to Indians along the 
French Frontiers in the Old Northwest, 1748-1863,” a paper 
Jacobs delivered at a session of the Mississippi Valley Histor- 
ical Association meeting in April, 1948, and published that 
September in the Indiana Magazine of History. Other chap- 
ters have appeared in the Pacific Historical Review, The Wd- 
hhm and Mary Quarterly, Michigan History, The Huntington 
Library Quarterly, Ohio Historzj, Western Pennsylvania His- 
torical Magazine, N e w  York History, The  Journal of South- 
ern History, and The AHA Newsletter. 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. Herman J. Viola 

Federal Land Series: A Calendar of Archival Materials on 
the Land Patents Issued by the United States Govern- 
ment, with Subject, Tract, and Name Indexes. Volume 
I, 1788-1810. By Clifford Neal Smith. (Chicago: 
American Library Association, 1972. Pp. xxvii, 338. 
Figure, maps, note, indices. $20.00.) 

Selling and giving away large chunks of the continent to  
land companies, railroads, educational institutions, and indi- 
viduals was one of the principal occupations of the national 
government for well over a century after independence. The 
records of this commercial and philanthropic enterprise con- 
stitute a formidable and forbidding mass of archival material, 
much of i t  uncalendared and unregistered or else accessible 
only through random, incomplete, and thoroughly frustrating 
indexing schemes. Now, with the publication of Volume I of 




