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these various causes should be evaluated. Nor does he provide the
hard evidence which would allow the reader to do it for himself. Per-
haps the most glaring gap in Stover’s historical account of the role
played by the railroad in American economic development is his fail-
ure to mention the distinguished contributions of Albert Fishlow and
Robert Fogle, two young American economic historians who have
done much to pump some new life into this old and tarnished subject.

The book has many organizational weaknesses which were prob-
ably inevitable considering the nature of the two different tasks the
author undertook. The first four chapters pursue the story of the
railroad down to the present. The narrative is abruptly broken off
in Chapter 5 by a very brief history of the rise of the railroad’s
greatest competitors: the electric interurban, the automobile and
truck, the airplane, the pipeline, and barge and tow freight traffic.
The author then returns in Chapter 6 to a detailed description of the
development of the railroad during and between both world wars.
Fully two thirds of this chapter dwells on the twenty-six months of
federal control during and immediately after World War I. Three
pages are devoted to the interwar years!

Perhaps the occasion for the book explains the duality of the
author’s purpose. Stover’s work is a contribution to the celebration
of the centennial year (1969) of transcontinental railroading.

Indiana University, Bloomington Elmus Wicker

William Hickling Prescott: A Biography. By C. Harvey Gardiner.
Introduction by Allan Nevins. (Austin: University of Texas
Press, 1969. Pp. xxi, 366. Illustration, notes, manuscript col-
lections cited, index. $7.50.)

This is no mere biography. The stuff of biography is here: the
relationships of William H. Prescott to his clan, to individual mem-
bers of the family, and to his multitude of relatives and friends are
so carefully elaborated that the reader emerges thoroughly familiar
with them all. William was so completely a Prescott that this aspect
of his life cannot be divorced from his career as a writer. Gardiner
has admirably woven Prescott’s family, social, business, and meager
political life into his story in such a way that, in spite of the quantity
of space it occupies in the biography, it does not in the slightest de-
tract from the central theme: Prescott the intellectual.

Above all, Gardiner’s book is an intellectual journey, the kind of
book Prescott with his peculiar family orientation might have written
about himself if he had known and attempted to ape Henry Adam’s
Education. Throughout his study Gardiner has kept himself in the



84 Indiana Magazine of History

background. But he is too capable a historian to produce an un-
critical puff. Fortunately for his biographer, Prescott was aware of
most of his weaknesses, and whenever Gardiner wishes to level criti-
cism at his subject with respect to such characteristics as procrastina-
tion and frequent indecision, quotations from Prescott are introduced
which suffice. In his own estimations of Prescott’s work Gardiner
is detached and honest. He is at his best in elaborating the influence
of the heroic epic on Prescott’s conception of history.

Given the proportions of this review it would be wholly unfair to
introduce the reviewer’s minor disagreements and reservations. In
the main only one question which Gardiner does not answer occurs:
why did Prescott not go to Spain on his second—and last—trip to
Europe? As biography and an intellectual history the work is su-
perb. Gardiner, it seems, is the latest in the multitude of gifted men
who have loyally and ably served William H. Prescott.

North Texas State University, Denton Lee Huddleston

Mark Twain & the Community. By Thomas Blues. (Lexington:
The University Press of Kentucky, 1970. Pp. xii, 84. Notes,
index. $4.95.)

Blues, in this little book which he calls an essay, discusses most
of the materials relevant to his topic, although he concentrates on the
novel which is pivotal to any critic’s assessment of Mark Twain—
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court. Briefly, the author
argues that because Mark Twain’s attitude toward the stable world
of societal values was ambiguous, his early boy heroes triumph over
the community without being expelled from it. Just as he allows
Tom Sawyer to “fetch” St. Petersburg, which even lionizes his du-
plicities and transgressions, so does he transform a larger society
in Huckleberry Finn “to grant Huck his triumph over it without really
threatening it”"—through Miss Watson’s deathbed act of freeing Jim
(p. 20).

This “machinery of compromise” fails in A Connecticut Yankee,
in which Hank Morgan, though he articulates many of his creator’s
views on technological progress as opposed to mindless medievalism,
“breaks with the community, attempts to destroy it, and ends his life
in isolation and despair” (p. 38). The delicate balance between the
individual and the community, once shattered in this novel, disappears
completely in Mark Twain’s later work with the use of the “old-man”
narrator, the cynical tutor who teaches that society is utterly con-
temptible, self-delusive, and dangerous.

The case is persuasively argued, although Blues must stretch his



