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lack of perspective is also revealed in the rare references to  compa- 
rable educational developments in other states. 

While competent and largely free of factual and grammatical er- 
rors, the writing is, nonetheless, uninspired. The authors occasionally 
lapse into documented minutiae and on occasion seem unable to dis- 
tinguish the significant from the trivial. There is also an absence of 
charts and tables which might have been effectively employed to  con- 
vey some of the authors’ statistical information. Despite these limi- 
tations, this well documented study fills an important gap in the his- 
tory of education in Michigan. 

Indiana State University, Terre Haute Herbert J. Rissler 

All Our Yesterdays: A Brief History of Detroit. By Frank B. Wood- 
ford and Arthur M. Woodford. (Detroit: Wayne State Univer- 
sity Press, 1969. Pp. 410. Maps, illustrations, notes on illustra- 
tions and maps, selected bibliography, index. Paperbound, $3.95.) 

As Dwight Hoover so aptly demonstrated in the 1968 summer 
supplement of American Quarterly, urban history has no clearly estab- 
lished methodology or predominant theory. Although a number of 
urban historians are emphasizing the process of urbanization charac- 
teristic of the more complex municipalities or testing some of the 
older social and historiographical concepts with data from cities, the 
traditional form of urban history-the biography of a city-is likely 
to  persist for some time. 

All Our Yesterdays, billed as the first history of Detroit pub- 
lished in the last twenty-five years, is such a biography. Written pri- 
marily by the late Frank B. Woodford, a native son, longtime staff 
member of the Detroit Free Press, author of several books on aspects 
of Detroit history, and city historiographer late in his life, the work 
displays the assets and flaws of a very close familiarity with its sub- 
ject. Woodford’s research for  books on several prominent men of 
Detroit as well as the author’s lifetime association with the city, en- 
abled him to accumulate the unsurpassed reservoir of anecdote and 
detail which appears in this general survey. Yet those who are neither 
antiquarians nor natives or residents of Detroit may be distressed by 
the detail included. 

The basic chronological organization of the book touches upon 
early exploration in the Detroit area ; initial acquisition by the French, 
whose cultural stamp persisted for some time beyond their political 
authority; the brief British interlude ; then the official, but tenuous, 
though increasingly secure, American possession of Detroit. Political, 
social, and economic events are  woven together in the survey of the 
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French and British periods. Once the narrative reaches the transfer 
of Detroit to the United States, the treatment shifts to topical chap- 
ters on cultural, philanthropic, political, social, and economic matters 
within the chronological skeleton. At the midpoint of the book there 
is a nostalgic look at Detroit during the last decade of the nineteenth 
century. By that time population standards qualified Detroit as a 
city, and its cultural variety created an appealing charm which un- 
fortunately diminished during the next fifty years. Throughout the 
book the relationship of regional and national events to Detroit‘s his- 
tory are  noted. 

Most readers of All Our Yesterdays will welcome the extensive 
chronological table a t  the back of the book, and, although the maps 
and photographs are  typical of biographies of cities, they do capture 
some of the character of Detroit. Professional historians will regret 
the scanty bibliography and the absence of reference notes. 

All Our Yesterdays is both too long and too short as a study of 
one of America’s major cities. If much of the inside information, 
meaningful only to natives and residents, and the antiquarianism had 
been eliminated, the book would have been shorter and tighter in 
composition. If more analysis and greater insight into the nature of 
Detroit and its special qualities had been provided, i t  would have been 
longer and more satisfactory. As it is, the book fairly compactly 
chronicles the major events in Detroit‘s past from initial settlement 
down to the riot of late July, 1967. Any rigorous and thorough study 
of such a large and complex city must be more extensive and must 
furnish the reader with a better understanding of Detroit’s character 
and the driving forces behind what appears on the surface. 

Drake University, Des Moines Walter R. Houf 

Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican 
Party  before the Civil War .  By Eric Foner. (New York: Ox- 
ford University Press, 1970. Pp. xii, 353. Notes, selected bib- 
liography, index. $8.50.) 

Although hardly the “significant re-evaluation of the causes of 
the Civil War” that the dust jacket advertises, this study nevertheless 
will command scholarly attention. It presents detailed kaleidoscopic 
views of the complicated Republican ideological scene, shifting deftly 
to adjust for change in time, geography, and attitude. Taking Radi- 
cal spokesmen pretty much a t  their word, Foner concludes that Re- 
publican ideology did indeed rest upon the demand for “Free Soil, 
Free Labor, Free Men,” just as the campaign banners said. All the 
various factions within the party are represented in the study, but a 




