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The Michigan Search for Educational Standards. By Charles R.
Starring and James O. Knauss. A History of Education in Michi-
gan, Volume II. (Lansing: Michigan Historical Commission,
1969. Pp. xii, 225. Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $6.00.)

The coauthors of the second in a four volume History of Educa-
tion in Michigan trace the story of primary and secondary education
in Michigan between 1850 and 1908. During these years, which coin-
cide with the lifetime of the state’s second constitution, the public
schools grew from their simple pioneer beginnings into a complex
system striving to meet the changing needs of an increasingly urban,
industrial society. The continuing conflict between centralization
and decentralization of the state’s educational system is the book’s
central theme.

Professors Starring and Knauss show how, through a trial and
error approach, the nineteenth century struggles to control local school
systems and to provide adequate financial support for education were
ultimately resolved in favor of the advocates of centralization. The
most striking and significant victory for the centralists was the rapid
expansion of the authority and influence of the office of state super-
intendent of public instruction. Other developments reflecting the
general trend toward centralization included the adoption of standard-
ized courses of study, the attempt to require uniform state textbooks,
the movement to consolidate school districts, the tightening of truancy
and compulsory education laws, the improvement of teacher training
programs, and better health and sanitation facilities,

Educational leadership in Michigan during the period was pro-
vided by the presidents and faculty of the University of Michigan and
the Michigan State Normal School at Ypsilanti and by the state super-
intendents who emphasized the procurement of better teachers by im-
proved supervision, certification, and training. The authors recount
the individual contributions of these men in informative biographical
sketches.

This brief book is both thorough and authoritative in detailing
the major developments in public education in Michigan during the
years surveyed. However, it falls short of the ideal in several re-
spects. The authors give little evidence of an acquaintance with the
broad, national movements in education during the period. For ex-
ample, only passing reference is made to such important themes as
the influence of the educational philosophies of Johann Pestalozzi,
Friedrich Froebel, and John Dewey, the beginnings of manual train-
ing, and the fundamental reasons for curriculum changes. A certain
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lack of perspective is also revealed in the rare references to compa-
rable educational developments in other states,

While competent and largely free of factual and grammatical er-
rors, the writing is, nonetheless, uninspired. The authors occasionally
lapse into documented minutiae and on occasion seem unable to dis-
tinguish the significant from the trivial. There is also an absence of
charts and tables which might have been effectively employed to con-
vey some of the authors’ statistical information. Despite these limi-
tations, this well documented study fills an important gap in the his-
tory of education in Michigan.

Indiana State University, Terre Haute Herbert J. Rissler

All Our Yesterdays: A Brief History of Detroit. By Frank B. Wood-
ford and Arthur M. Woodford. (Detroit: Wayne State Univer-
sity Press, 1969. Pp. 410. Maps, illustrations, notes on illustra-
tions and maps, selected bibliography, index. Paperbound, $3.95.)

As Dwight Hoover so aptly demonstrated in the 1968 summer
supplement of American Quarterly, urban history has no clearly estab-
lished methodology or predominant theory. Although a number of
urban historians are emphasizing the process of urbanization charac-
teristic of the more complex municipalities or testing some of the
older social and historiographical concepts with data from cities, the
traditional form of urban history—the biography of a city—is likely
to persist for some time.

All Our Yesterdays, billed as the first history of Detroit pub-
lished in the last twenty-five years, is such a biography. Written pri-
marily by the late Frank B. Woodford, a native son, longtime staff
member of the Detroit Free Press, author of several books on aspects
of Detroit history, and city historiographer late in his life, the work
displays the assets and flaws of a very close familiarity with its sub-
ject. Woodford’s research for books on several prominent men of
Detroit as well as the author’s lifetime association with the city, en-
abled him to accumulate the unsurpassed reservoir of anecdote and
detail which appears in this general survey. Yet those who are neither
antiquarians nor natives or residents of Detroit may be distressed by
the detail included.

The basic chronological organization of the book touches upon
early exploration in the Detroit area; initial acquisition by the French,
whose cultural stamp persisted for some time beyond their political
authority; the brief British interlude; then the official, but tenuous,
though increasingly secure, American possession of Detroit. Political,
social, and economic events are woven together in the survey of the





