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source material. The editors have included a bibliography invaluable 
to the collector, but no index. 

Will iam L. Clements Library,  
Universi ty  of Michigan, Ann Arbor  Howard H. Peckham 

T h e  Allegheny Frontier: W e s t  Virg in ia  Beginnings,  1730-2830. By 
Otis K. Rice. (Lexington : The University Press of Kentucky, 
1970. Pp. xiii, 438. Maps, notes, illustrations, bibliography, in- 
dex. $10.50.) 

Professor Rice has written an excellent socio-economic history of 
West Virginia for the years 1730 to  1830. His emphasis is on people 
and the difficulties involved in establishing institutions in a frontier 
community. Special attention is given to such topics as the impact of 
the Alleghenies’ rugged terrain on migration and settlement patterns, 
frontier life, the role of speculators and ablsentee landowners in the 
development of the region, and the exploitative and wasteful prac- 
tices of frontiersmen. He also considers in some detail the problem 
of sectionalism within Virginia, particularly the bases of the antagon- 
ism between east and west. 

An interesting and significant aspect of the book is the attempt 
to relate West Virginia’s frontier experience to current problems in 
Appalachia. Rice contends that the rugged terrain of the Allegheny 
highlands isolated the region and prolonged settlement. Consequently, 
the development of West Virginia was arrested and the transition 
fram the “pioneer period” to “settled rurality” was almost impercept- 
able. He suggests, for example, that  during the frontier period, “ab- 
sentee ownemhip of much of [the] land and resources was fastened 
upon the state’s people, and the portents of waste and exploitation 
were clearly discernible” (p. xi) .  Both are  still problems in Appa- 
lachia-largely because of the prolonged frontier period. 

The arguments presented by Rice are more convincing when he 
deals with economic questions than when he discusses social and po- 
litical issues. West Virginia’s frontier experience, for  instance, may 
have prevented widespread intolerance among pioneer churches. 
Other factors, however, were seemingly more important in the results 
of the 1960 Democratic presidential primary in West Virginia than 
this “tradition of religious freedom and toleration” (p. 378). The 
same difficulty exists in attempting to  draw parallels between the 
problems in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries which retarded 
educational development. The inability to solve these problems does 
not necessarily mean they were the same. 

The discussion of sectionalism is thorough and well documented 
for the period of the study. Rice considers at length eastern Vir- 
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ginia’s refusal to assist in the industrial development of the Allegheny 
counties and such political issues as restrictions on suffrage, under- 
representation in the General Assembly, and inequities in the court 
system which contributed to the breach between east and wwt. His 
conclusions regarding the importance of these issues, however, raise 
some questions. 

Perhaps, as the author concludes, “insufficient attention by the 
state government to economic and political needs of the Allegheny 
counties, and not clashes over the moral issues of slavery, ultimately 
resulted in disruption of the Old Dominion and the creation of the 
state of West Virginia” (p. 341). Since Rice has chosen the 1830s 
(in most chapters) as his cutoff date, however, this observation hardly 
seems justified from the evidence presented. Moreover, he fails to  
consider the possibility that  slavery and the desire to  perpetuate this 
institution ultimately influenced most positions taken by eastern Vir- 
ginians. Hopefully, these issues will be considered in a subsequent 
volume. 

University of Maryland, College Park Richard T. Farrell 

The Uncorrupted Heart: Journal and Letters of Frederick Julius 
Gustorf, 1800-1845. Edited by Fred Gustorf. Translated by 
Fred Gustorf and Gisela Gustorf. (Columbia : University of 
Missouri Press, 1969. Pp. viii, 182. Notes, index. $6.50.) 

In 1834 a young German sailed from LeHavre, France, for the 
United States with the intention of becoming a permanent resident of 
the West. Frederick Julius Gustorf had indeed visited America earlier 
and for about four years had given private instruction in the German 
language to students at Harvard and Yale. But family commitments 
required his return to Germany, and he taught English in Frankfurt 
until his decision to emigrate. In the spring of 1835 Gustorf headed 
west. A railroad and a canal boat took him to Pittsburgh ; steamboats 
brought him to Cincinnati, Louisville, and St. Louis ; he subsequently 
visited much of Illinois and Missouri on horseback or by wagon. 
Wherever he went, Gustorf kept a journal although it  was periodically 
interrupted by illness and eye trouble. This journal, written in dif- 
ficult German script, remained in the possession of the Gustorf family 
for over a century. It has now been published by Gustorf‘s great 
grandson and his wife. 

Gustorf was an educated, observant traveler, interested in many 
things. Wherever he went, he sought out German settlers and fre- 
quently noted the difficulties in which they found themselves. Many 
immigrants from the Palatinate ran grubby taverns and cafes along 




