
Review Notices* 

Sit-Down in Anderson: U A W  Local 663, Anderson, Indiana. By Claude 
E. Hoffman. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1968. Pp. 124. Notes, 
illustrations, appendix. $4.95.) This brief account, though based more on 
personal recollection than historical research, illustrates that Indiana labor 
history can be told in part by concentrating on what happened in a particular 
city as well as by emphasizing state or even nationa1 developments. Hoffman 
narrates the history of labor organization and development in Anderson 
within the Guide Lamp and Delco Remy plants of General Motors from 
the mid-1930s to the present. Hoffman, an employee and labor leader, not 
surprisingly is often harsh in his evaluations concerning management practices 
and policies. On the other hand, he is at times also harsh in his comments 
about some fellow workers. Though not without its bias and limitations as 
historical writing, this volume is useful in portraying the changing context, 
attitudes, and atmosphere which has characterized labor-management relations 
during the period since the mid thirties. Moreover, Hoffman’s role as a 
participant adds at times a liveliness and earthiness commonly lacking in 
historical writing. 

Pioneer Sketches; Containing Facts and Incidents of the Early History 
of DeKalb County. By S.  W. Widney. W. T. & J. M. Kimsey, Printers, 
Auburn, Ind., 1859. Reprint. ( [Auburn, Ind.] : DeKalb County Historical 
Society, Inc., 1968. Pp. xlvi, 53. Index of personal names. Pamphlet, $2.75.) 
This item was published as a pamphlet at Auburn, Indiana, in 1859. I t  had 
earlier appeared as a series of articles in the DeKalb County Times of Auburn. 
As stated in the Introduction, “The present reprinting has been done by 
the offset process to preserve the character of the original publication along with 
its typographical errors, misspellings, and other errors” (p. xvii) . Widney’s 
account consists of his personal reminiscences and historical material gathered 
mainly from the recollections of contemporaries. The republication of Pioneer 
Sketches . . . of DeKalb County is a useful project of the recently organized 
DeKalb County Historical Society. The editor of the Indiana Magazine of 

History is pleased to note that the first president of this society as well as the 
chairman of the publication committee which reproduced Pioneer Sketches, 
John Martin Smith, is a former student of his in Indiana history. Other 
former students who make similar contributions to state and local history 
will gladly be given like recognition! 

Vernon: A n  Indiana Town, 1968. (Indianapolis: Indiana Junior His- 
torical Society, 1968. Pp. 43. Illustrations. Pamphlet, $1 .OO.) Indiana 

* Review notices are intended primarily to recognize a variety of books and booklets 
concerning Indiana and the Middle West for which lack of space, as well as their 
varying length and quality, makes i t  impossible to provide full length reviews. Some 
items are included largely because they are reprints or new editions of worthwhile 
publications; other items often are noted because their subject matter seems to be 
of marginal value to the mainstream of Indiana or middle western history. Novels 
are seldom noted unless they appear to have substantial historical significance. Unless 
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Countryside, 1968: Walker  Township-Rush County. (Indianapolis: Indiana 
Junior Historical Society, 1968. Pp. 23. Illustrations. Pamphlet, $.50. ) These 
two publications, as their introductory comments expressly state, resulted 
from architectural study throughout the Hoosier State sponsored by the 
Indiana Junior Historical Society. The booklets consist mainly of pictures, 
principally of buildings, but include brief explanatory material. A number 
of high school students from various schools participated in the picture 
taking, research, and editing under the general supervision of Robert 
W. Montgomery, director, and Albert A. Hodge, field representative, 
of the Indiana Junior Historical Society. I t  seems quite evident that the 
students who participated have gained significant information about Indiana 
history and the techniques of historical research and field work. The numerous 
pictures are of value in recording evidence of contemporary architecture in 
rural Walker Township and the small town of Vernon. Unfortunately, 
historical commentary and explanatory captions are meager and (as both 
booklets frankly state) at times of questionable accuracy. Nevertheless, as 
indicated, there is considerable value connected with these studies. These two 
publications may be obtained from the Indiana Junior Historical Society, 
State Library and Historical Building (Room 408), Indianapolis, Indiana 
46204. 

Executive Reorganization in Indiana: Report of the Commission for the 
Reorganization of the Executive Branch of Indiana State Government. (In- 
dianapolis : Commission on Executive Reorganization, 1968. Pp. vi, 37. 
Charts, individual agency index. Pamphlet.) This is a concise, readable, 
and well organized account of the report of the Commission for the Re- 
organization of the Executive Branch of Indiana State Government, appointed 
by Governor Roger D. Branigin pursuant to an act of the 1967 Indiana 
General Assembly. Although intended principally for study by legislators, it is 
of considerable value for students or citizens interested in a closer look at 
Indiana state government. 

Indiana Folklore: Journal of the  Hoosier Folklore Society. Edited by 
Linda DCgh. Vol. I, No. 1. (Bloomington: The Hoosier Folklore Society, 
Fall-Winter, 1968. Pp. 112. Magazine.) In  this initial issue of Indiana 
Folklore introductory comments by Editor Linda DCgh; Stith Thompson, the 
“dean” of Indiana folklorists; and William Hugh Jansen, of the University 
of Kentucky, review some highlights of the Hoosier Folklore Society since 
its organization in 1938. Comment is also made about predecessors of Indiana 
Folklore: Hoosier Folklore Bulletin, Hoosier Folklore, and Midwest Folklore. 
The first number of Indiana Folklore includes texts for sixteen folk legends 
which are described as “vigorously alive . . . and currently being passed 
around in the state of Indiana” (p. 9 ) .  The next issue of the magazine will 
offer texts of additional Indiana folk legends. All interested in Indiana’s 
history and heritage will doubtless wish Indiana Folklore a long and useful 
life. (Individuals interested in subscribing to this magazine should write 
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Early American Beverages. By John Hull Brown. (Rutland, Vt. : Charles 
E. Tuttle Company, 1966. Pp. 171. Illustrations, glossary, bibliography, 
indices. $10.00.) This book is a most interesting “account of the role and 
importance of alcoholic and other beverages in early American life” (p. 13) 
and provides a copious number of recipes to tempt the home brewer. The 
chapters deal with various types of alcoholic drinks, temperance drinks, 
medicinal beverages, and the role of the tavern. In  many recipes one is 
limited by the present availability of ingredients, but it is not impossible to 
concoct some of the spirits of the early settlers. The recipes in any case are 
delightful reading; the woodcuts, oil paintings, and other historical items 
reproduced in the volume are quite informative and interesting. The glossary 
is helpful but could have been expanded to include more terms used in recipes. 
The bibliography is extensive and includes many items presumably from 
Brown’s “own personal library of rare printed and manuscript sources, from 
the seventeenth through the nineteenth centuries” (p. 13).  The indices of 
persons, places, inns and taverns, and recipes increase the usefulness of the 
volume. Pamela J. Bennett, Indiana University, Bloomington. 

Early American Herb Recipes. By Alice Cooke Brown. (Rutland, Vt. : 
Charles E. Tuttle Company, 1966. Pp. 152. Illustrations, bibliography, index. 
$10.00.) A companion volume to Early American Beverages, this work con- 
tains over five hundred authentic early American herb recipes, transcribed 
just as they appeared in the original sources (p. 12). The recipes range in 
content from the medicinal and culinary uses of herbs to the preparation of 
toiletries, perfumes, and pomatum. Also included is material on herb gardens 
and borders and the picking and preservation of herbs. As the author states, 
“Some of the remedies seem fantastic and beyond the remotest stretch of 
the imagination; some are ludicrous, and others are founded on sound 
principles and undoubtedly produced excellent results” (p. 11 ) . Readers 
may find themselves unable to reproduce many of the recipes due to present 
unavailability of ingredients. Certainly caution should be used in prescribing 
any  of the medicinal cures. The fascimile reproductions of early American 
herbs and the many other illustrations enhance the beauty and usefulness of 
this fascinating volume. Lorna Lutes Sylvester, Indiana University, 
Bloomington. 




