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Aspects of the Fur Trade: Selected Papem of the 1965 North American 
Fur Trade Conference. By Dale L. Morgan et al. (St. Paul: 
Minnesota Historical Society, 1967. Pp. 76. Notes, illustrations, 
index. $3.75.) 

The Minnesota Historical Society has published nine essays from 
the twenty-eight papers read before its 1965 International Conference 
on the North American Fur  Trade. Originally, these papers were 
presented in the Winter, 1966, issue of Minnesota Histow but this new 
book permits their wider circulation. 

The essays were selected t o  illustrate the variety of viewpoints and 
disciplines which have interests in the North American fu r  trade. The 
choices were well made; if the remaining papers were of equal quality, 
readers must regret their omission, although some degree of repetition 
has surely been avoided by using the smaller number. 

The editors made a happy choice in using Dale L. Morgan’s mature 
and contemplative “The Fur  Trade and its Historians” as the initial 
essay. The phrase “publish-and-perish” is used to focus his ire on 
hasty or lazy writers; his discussion of the significance of Hiram 
Martin Chittenden’s The American Fur Trade of the Far West is con- 
vincing; and his plea for extending the peripheral interests of historical 
research is gracefully written. 

This reviewer found the essays by W. L. Morton and K. G. Davies 
concise and well-written condensations of information on the North 
West Company and on the competition between it and the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. Davies’ work is a welcome contribution to a subject 
too often presented in redundant detail. David Lavender has a sure 
grasp of the essential and interesting aspects of the American Fur  
Company, gleaned from the usual sources. This historical novelist 
has much to teach the historian whose writing is pedestrian in style. 

J. D. Herbert and Merrill J. Mattes contribute pictorial essays 
of f u r  trade sites of Canada, the Plains, and the Rockies. Both add 
to the understanding of the primitive aspects of the f u r  trade in 
those regions. Wilcomb E. Washburn’s “Symbol, Utility and Aesthetics 
in the Indian Fur Trade” goes beyond its apparent themes to stress 
the relations between traders and Indians, and the social and economic 
utility of their rendezvous as traders. 

John Witthoft deserts the object-centered study of the archaeologist 
to coordinate European and American history with historical Indian 
movements to clarify the technological production of Indian trade goods. 
He believes the archaeologist must deal with Indian culture in relation 
to European technology. 

James L. Clayton accepts a larger challenge in his essay on the 
“Growth and Economic Significance of the American F u r  Trade, 1790- 
1890.” A few of his assumptions are on uncertain grounds, and he 
nearly ignores the influences on the trade made by style and fabric 
changes. Nevertheless, Clayton moves with assurance between Asian- 
European and American f u r  markets, while challenging the shibboleth 
of monopolistic efficiency in the trade. He proves that the Great Lakes 
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area, especially the Kankakee River region, was of paramount im- 
portance to the fur  trade of the period, primarily because of its produc- 
tion of raccoon skins. Both white and Indian fur producers played a 
major role in economic development, a t  least in this region. Even more 
important, he gives incontrovertible evidence that the bulk of fur produc- 
tion ultimately depended on the “egg-money trapper” of the white 
settlements, while traders for Indian furs profited through their access 
to Indiana treaty debt claims and annuities (p. 68). Despite this, 
Clayton clearly demonstrates his statement that the fur  trade “actually 
was of no importance to the economy of the United States as a 
whole . . .” (p. 71). 

The citations are extensive and carefully presented, the numerous 
illustrations are well chosen and placed in context, and the four maps 
are valuable additions. Through these essays, the society amply indicates 
that its 1965 conference was worthwhile. The scholarly range of its 
program merits the circulation this little book should enjoy. 

Ball State University Bert Anson 

The Irish and Irish Politicians: A Study of Cultural and Social Aliena- 
tion. By Edward M. Levine. (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of 
Notre Dame Press, 1966. Pp. ix, 241. Appendices, notes, index. 
$6.00.) 

In an attempt to analyze the phenomenon of “the American Irish 
politician,” Edward Levine utilizes a third of his book to survey cultural, 
social, and political aspects of Irish history from the Reformation 
to modern times. The genesis of the “Irish identity” is examined and 
related to the centuries of religious persecutions, political privations, 
and economic discrimination under British rule, which endowed the 
Irish with a keen, if not perverse, appreciation of power. The fact 
that predominantly rural immigrant Irishmen became part of a political 
power structure as eastern urban dwellers, rather than as midwestern 
farmers, does not seem unusual to the author. As cotters or squatters 
most of them never had been part of the propertied agricultural class 
in Ireland. 

The chapter entitled “Symbols of Irish Identity and Alienation” 
will be of special interest to the social historian and behavioral scientist 
alike. Levine views the power ascent of the Irish clergy within the 
American Catholic Church as one of the key factors delaying the 
“structural assimilation” of the Irish into the general population. And 
he convincingly demonstrates the culpability of the parochial school in 
preserving Irish ethnic identity. Conservatism isolated the Irish 
further, inhibiting their attitudes on nearly everything from abolition 
to political reform. In addition, Irish assimilation was also hampered 
by forces in middle-class Protestant America which were inimical to a 
working-class Catholic, alien group. Despite discrimination the Irish 
regarded even such extreme nativist groups as the Know-Nothings pre- 


