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Indian policy and that of the United States are treated fairly, and the 
mistakes and weaknesses of Matthew Elliott are readily admitted. The 
footnotes and a bibliographical note indicate thorough research in both 
Canadian and American sources. Although the book is marred by an 
occasional typographical error, the author, whose literary style is  
excellent, seems to have achieved his objective: to rescue Matthew 
Elliott from semi-oblivion. 

Northern Community College 
University of Kentucky Charles G. Talbert 

The Three Worlds of Captain John Smith. By Philip L. Barbour. 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1964. Pp. xix, 553. Notes, 
maps, illustrations, bibliography, index. $7.50.) 

Philip L. Barbour’s The Three Worlds of Captain John Smith comes 
close to being the definitive work on the remarkable career of a con- 
troversial man. The abundance of details, the meticulous scholarship, 
and the full description of the life of Smith compensate in par t  for the 
rather cumbersome style and the weak characterization of the central 
figure. It would be difficult to point to  a significant event or an  im- 
portant relationship in Smith’s life that  the author omitted. This 
encyclopedic approach of names, dates, genealogies, and marriage 
alliances does detract from the enjoyment of the volume as a biography. 
Smith, the man of action, is lost in the morass of factual evidence. 

The “first world” is that  of Smith as a soldier of fortune fighting 
the Turks in Central Europe. This sets the stage for his later life and 
is an  important segment in the structure of the biography. John Smith, 
of humble origins and limited formal education, was determined to 
succeed and to advance his position in society, and he early chose the 
life of an adventurer as the means of improving himself. Smith’s one 
immediate reward was that he received the rank of “captain” and the 
title of “gentleman” by virtue of his military and dueling skills. When 
Transylvanian Prince Zsigmond granted him the coat of arms of “Three 
Turks Heads,” Captain John Smith, Gentleman, achieved the status that 
would lead in a few years t o  his membership on the Virginia Council 
and finally to  the presidency of the colony. 

The “second world” of Smith, that  of colonist, is a carefully drawn 
picture of a latter-day Elizabethan who devoted his talents and energies 
to self-advancement and to  the promotion of British colonization. The 
author answers the perplexing questions of why Smith emerged as a 
leader in Virginia and how he kept the colony intact. Smith’s pragmatic 
approach is in sharp contrast to the nayvet6 of the other leaders. He 
appears to stand alone in his awareness of the needs of the colonists, 
his understanding and application of techniques of survival, and his 
cleverness in dealing with the Indians. Above all, he was dedicated t o  
colonization, and his practical and realistic policies made him a natural 
leader and a stabilizing force in Virginia’s early history. The confusion 
and dissension that beset the colony following Smith’s return to England 
attest to his unique abilities. 
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The “third world” of Captain John Smith, his activities as a 
promoter of colonization, is the most significant contribution the book 
makes t o  the voluminous writings about this legendary figure. Barbour 
presents details of Smith’s efforts in England to  colonize New England, 
a facet of his life usually overlooked o r  underplayed in the story of the 
Puritan migration. Smith wanted to promote, t o  participate in, and t o  
benefit from colonization ventures. But lacking in funds and position 
(his titles of captain and gentleman were of little value to  him in 
England), he did not participate directly in the settlement of New 
England nor did he benefit financially from it. Never did he receive 
one acre of land in either Virginia or New England. 

Smith was successful, however, as a promoter through his various 
writings-histories, descriptive narratives, and lpromotional tracts-and 
his maps of the New World. This volume is a significant addition to 
American historiography with its careful analysis of Smith’s methods 
of composing, compiling, and copying and its excellent evaluation of the 
accuracy and reliability of his works. Barbour rightly points out that  
Smith’s detailed maps and the ethnological information about the Indians 
of Virginia deserve recognition and praise. 

To write a biography of such a colorful and cornplex figure is a 
difficult task, and to place the man in the context of his times adds to 
the problem. Barbour has done an admirable job. He has carefully 
analyzed and organized a vast body of material, and he is fair, unsenti- 
mental, and sympathetic in his treatment of his subject. Though the 
dynamic personality of Captain John Smith does not spring to life, it 
is evident from this fine book that first and last he was a man of his 
times and an  important promoter of colonization. 

Indiana University Rena Vassar 

George Washington: The Virginia Period, 1732-1775. By Bernhard 
Knollenberg. (Durham, N. C.: Duke University Press, 1964. Pp. x, 
238. Appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $4.50.) 

Bernhard Knollenberg offers a refreshingky different approach to 
the early life of George Washington. Unlike numerous other biographers, 
he endeavors to  present no more and no less than the available evidence 
warrants. In his Foreword the author states the rigid standards of 
scholarship which have been his guide. First, he relies only upon existing 
contemporary sources and does not t ry  to  overcome any lack of evidence 
by resorting to  “dubious reminiscences and conjectures.” Second, he is 
as critical of Washington’s own statements as he is of other evidence, 
and if there is reason to suspect that Washington “lied or was mistaken,” 
this is taken into consideration. Third, he refrains from “undue 
glorification” of Washington in order to present him as accurately as 
possible and to  avoid being unjust to the reputations of others. Fourth, 
he treats topically many aspects of Washington’s life that  would be 
lost in a strictly chronological account. 

As a result of this approach the Washington that emerges from 
Knollenberg’s pages is not the adulated hero to whom we are frequently 
accustomed. He is rather a real person in whom personal ambitions are 
combined with a sense of social responsibility, a man complete with 




