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A neglected facet of the history of the settlement of the
0ld Northwest before the War of 1812 concerns the effort to
establish a program of educating and civilizing the Indians.
Unfortunately, some historians have accepted the “unofficial,
& private” letter of February 27, 1803, from Thomas Jeffer-
son to William Henry Harrison as proof that any attempt to
civilize the Indians was for the purpose of cheating them out
of their lands. Because of its importance to later interpreta-
tions of Jefferson’s (and Harrison’s) Indian policy, the bulk
of the President’s letter bears repeating here:

this letter being unofficial, & private, I may with safety give
you a more extensive view of our policy respecting the Indians,
that you may the better comprehend the parts dealt out to you
in detail through the official channel, and observing the system
of which they make a part, conduct yourself in unison with it
in cases where you are obliged to act without instruction. our
system is to live in perpetual peace with the Indians, to cultivate
an affectionate attachment from them, by every thing just &
liberal which we can [do] for them within the bounds of reason,
and by giving them effectual protection against wrongs from
our own people. the decrease of game rendering their sub-
sistence by hunting insufficient, we wish to draw them to
agriculture, to spinning & weaving, the latter branches they
take up with great readiness, because they fall to the women,
who gain by quitting the labours of the field for these which
are exercised within doors. when they withdraw themselves to
the culture of a small piece of land, they will percieve how
useless to them are their extensive forests, and will be willing to
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pare them off from time to time in exchange for necessaries
for their farms & families. to promote this disposition to
exchange lands, which they have to spare & we want, for
necessaries, which we have to spare & they want, we shall
push our trading houses, and be glad to see the good & in-
fluential individuals among them run in debt, because we
observe that when these debts get beyond what the individuals
can pay, they become willing to lop th[em off] by a cession of
lands. at our trading houses too we mean to sell so low as
merely to repay us cost and charges so as neither to lessen
or enlarge our capital. this is what private traders cannot do,
for they must gain; they will consequently retire from the
the competition, & we shall thus get clear of this pest without
giving offence or umbrage to the Indians in this way our
settlements will gradually circumscribe & approach the Indians,
& they will in time either incorporate with us as citizens of the
US. or remove beyond the Missisipi. the former is certainly
the termination of their history most happy for themselves.
but in the whole course of this, it is essential to cultivate their
love. as to their fear, we presume that our strength & their
weakness is now so visible that they must see we have only
to shut our hand to crush them, & that all our liberalities to
them proceed from motives of pure humanity only. should any
tribe be fool-hardy enough to take up the hatchet a[t] any time,
the siezing the whole country of that tribe & driving them
across the Missisipi, as the only condition of peace, would
be an example to others, and a furtherance of our final con-
solidation.

I must repeat that this letter is to be considered as private
& friendly. . . . you will also percieve how sacredly it must be
kept within [your] own breast, and especially how improper
to be understood by the Indians. [In] their interests & their
tranquility it is best they should see only the present [page]
of their history.!

Henry Adams in particular used this letter as proof of
Jefferson’s perfidy in treating with the Indians. To Adams
the tactics suggested by Jefferson would have shocked Jeffer-
son himself as “a method of obtaining the neighboring estate
of any Virginia family”; but according to Adams, President
Jefferson ‘“not only suggested but vigorously carried out the
system toward the Indians.”z

1 President Jefferson to Governor Harrison, February 27, 1803,
Clarence E. Carter (ed.), The Territorial Papers of the United States,
s;lOOIéZVII, The Territory of Indiana, 1800-1810 (Washington, D.C., 1939),

2 Henry Adams, History of the United States of America (9 vols.,
New York, 1909-1911), VI, 75.
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Adams, however, was not an impartial observer and
seems to have interpreted Jefferson’s statements in the worst
possible light. It may be true that Jefferson had the acquisi-
tion of the Indian’s lands as his goal, but he planned to be
“just and liberal.” He believed the “decrease of game’” would
soon render these vast lands ‘“useless” to the Indian. “Motives
of pure humanity” required that the Indian be aided in adjust-
ing to a new life,

Furthermore, Jefferson was not the first to advocate a
program of this type. Even long-established missions, col-
leges, and private programs to elevate the Indian had been
designed largely to make him a member of American society,
to promote peace, etc.® Henry Knox, shortly after becoming
the first secretary of war, penned a long recommendation to
President Washington that the American people impart their
“knowledge of cultivation and the arts to the aboriginals of
the country.” He recognized difficulties in such a proposal
and realized that it would take a long time to carry it out,
but to admit that it was impractical or impossible contradicted
that favorite eighteenth-century doctrine of the perfectibility
of man. The first step would be to “introduce among the
Indian tribes a love for exclusive property.” Knox believed
that it would also be wise to provide the Indians with
domestic animals, make presents of medals, gorgets, uniforms,
ete., in imitation of the British, and to send missionaries with
implements of husbandry. The Secretary of War believed
that his plan would serve to attach the Indians to the United
States and, when “compared with a system of coercion, it
would be found the highest economy to adopt it.”’*

Washington, in instructions to commissioners negotiating
with the Creeks in 1789, had written that they should arrange
for missionaries to reside among the Indians in order to teach
them “the great duties of religion and morality, and to in-
culcate a friendship and attachment to the United States.”s
In the original treaty (which was not acceptable to the

3 For a review of these, see Evelyn Adams, American Indian Educa-
tion (Morningside Heights, N.Y., 1946), 6-28.

4 Secretary of War to President Washington, July 7, 1789, U.S,,
Congress, American State Papers, Indian Affairs (2 vols.,, Washington,
D.C., 1832-1834), 1, 53-54.

5 President Washington to Benjamin Lincoln, Cyrus Griffin, and
David Humphreys, August 29, 1789, ibid., 66.
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Senate) this stipulation was not included,® but in 1790 it was
provided:
That the Creek nation may be led to a greater degree of
civilization, and to become herdsmen and cultivators, instead of
remaining in a state of hunters, the United States will, from
time to time, furnish gratuitously the said nation with useful
domestic animals, and implements of husbandry.?

Not only were representatives of the federal government
eager to embark on a program of civilizing the Indians, but
many of the Indians themselves were in accord with it. In
1791, Washington wrote to Cornplanter, Half-town, and Big
Tree, chiefs of the Seneca, promising that he would find the
means of teaching them if it were agreeable to their nation.
They answered by saying:

Father: You give us leave to speak our minds concerning the
tilling of the ground. We ask you to teach us to plough and
to grind corn; to assist us in building saw mills, and supply
us with broad axes, saws, augers, and other tools, so as that
we may make our houses more comfortable and more durable;
that you will send smiths among us, and, above all, that you
will teach our children to read and write, and our women to
spin and to weave.?

Knox promised the Indians that the President would send two
men to teach them to raise corn and suggested it would be
better to send a schoolmaster to the Indians than to take the
Indians from their homes.®

Though the program of teaching the Indians was ad-
vanced during the next few years, not all Indians were in
favor of it. At the Treaty of Colerain in 1796, Cusettah Mico,
a Creek, stated:

That the Indians, when educated, turned out very worthless;
became mischievous and troublesome, and involve the red and
white people in difficulties. That they had many melancholy
examples of this sort, without an exception.10

At this time, American commissioners argued that such un-
fortunate results would not occur under the new plan, for the

¢ Draft of proposed treaty with Creek Indians, ibid., 73.

7 Treaty with Creek Indians, August 7, 1790, ibid., 81-82.

8 Cornplanter, Half-Town, and Big Tree to President Washington,
January 10, 1791, tbid., 209.

9 Secretary of War to Cornplanter, Half-Town, and Big Tree,
January 19, 1791, ibid., 145.

10 Message of American Commissioners to Creek Indians, June 23,
1796, ibid., 602,
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boys would be at home under the supervision of their parents
and would not come in contact with bad white people as was
supposedly the case when they were sent away to school. In
the end, the Creek asked for ‘“hoes, saws, drawing-knives,
and such things” but would not allow the establishment of
schools.*t

Among the Creek and Cherokee much was achieved in
the next few years. Jefferson, in his message to Congress on
December 8, 1801, reported that the Creek were ‘‘acquiring
cattle, by every means in their power,” and were raising
grains and fruits. Indian manufactures were increasing. In-
structors in spinning and weaving had set up nine looms, one
hundred pairs of cotton cards, and eighty spinning wheels.
Jefferson noted some remarkable individual achievements.
Three Indian women had clothed a family for two years and
had also raised hogs and cattle. One chief had built a loom
and two spinning wheels. The production of oil from hickory
nuts had grown from a few quarts in 1797 to three hundred
gallons, and the oil drew a good price at Mobile and New
Orleans.?

By the time Jefferson became president, the government
had established a precedent of educating and civilizing the
Indians where possible. The basic purpose was to teach the
women spinning and weaving, the men stock raising and agri-
culture. The Indian agents were in charge of civilizing their
individual tribes or nations and received aid from mission-
aries, blacksmiths, interpreters, and special assistants. The
best statement of this policy is found in the instructions from
Secretary of War Henry Dearborn to Return Jonathan Meigs,
Indian agent to the Cherokee Nation, dated May 15, 1801:

It has been a principal object of the Government of the
United States to introduce among their Indian Allies useful
arts, to teach them industry, and prove to them it’s value
experimentally by facilitating the attainment of articles con-
sidered to be of comfort and convenience in civilized life, and to
this end the labours of your predecessors have been directed in
instructing the women of the Cherokee Nation in the arts of
spinning and weaving, and in introducing among the men a
taste for agriculture and raising of stock: in all of these,

11 Ibid., 602, 608.
bid 126g7essage of President Jefferson to Congress, December 8, 1801,
tbid., .
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their success has justified a continuance in the same plan,
and it is therefore desirable that the same course may be
pursued,

To effect the first, a kind of school was opened, within
the nation for teaching the women and girls to spin and weave:
and Wheels, Cotton Cards and other necessary apparatus for
the manufacture of linen and cotton clothing furnished them:
the latter were advanced by supplies of implements of agricul-
ture, sheep and cattle to improve the breeds of those animals,
and encouraging a fair and honest traffic for their superfluities
of all kinds with the Whites, by preserving peace, regularity
and sobriety among the Traders, and protecting the Indians
from fraud and imposition.13

Missionaries sent among the Indians were encouraged to
“instruct them . . . in the principles of Christianity as well
as in useful arts. . . .”* In a letter to the Quaker, Henry
Drinker, Dearborn wrote:

Every good person must feel grateful for the exertions,
made by your society, towards civilizing the Indian Tribes, by
the introduction among them of the arts and a taste for
agriculture, and it is ardently to be hoped, that by a steady
and persevering application of the means provided by the
Government of the United States, powerfully aided by the
constant exertions of your society, the savage tribes will
ultimately form a useful part of the great family of the
United States.1s

Farm implements, animals, and tools of various kinds
were distributed among the Indians, and they were taught
how to use them. The typical method used was to deliver a few
plows, cows, oxen, cards and wheels, etc. to such chiefs as
could be trusted to use them.®

No Indian nation put the opportunity for advancing
themselves to better use than did the Cherokee. By 1806, they
were used by the government as an example to other Indians.

18 Secretary of War to Return J. Meigs, May 15, 1801, U.S., War
Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs, Letter
Book A, 44-45. The letter book cited here and Letter Books B and C
cited further on are microfilm copies of the original letter books in the
National Archives, Washington, D.C. These microfilms are at the
Great Lakes-Ohio Valley Research Project, Indiana University, Bloom-
ington, Ind.

14 Secretary of War to all whom these present shall come, December
9, 1800, ibid., 5.

16 Secretary of War to Henry Drinker, May 22, 1801, ibid., 50-51.
Secretary of War to William Findley, February 25, 1802, ibid., 170.

16 Secretary of War to Israel Chapin, March 1, 1802, ibid., 173.
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Addressing a delegation of Fox, Sac, and Potawatomi, Jef-
ferson said:

Look at your brethren in the South—They have been for some

time following my advice, they have left off wars, they are

increasing in their numbers, are learning to clothe and provide

for their families as we do, and you see the proof of it in such

of them as you happened to find here.17
The same speech was often repeated to northern and western
Indian visitors to the Capitol.2¢ Jefferson praised the Cherokee
for the advances they had made and, at the same time, granted
one thousand dollars to Double Head, a Cherokee chieftain,
“in consideration of his active influence . . . in the introduc-
tion of the arts of civilization among the Cherokee Nation
Indians, . . . and for the purpose of enabling him to extend his
useful example among the Red people.”’** By 1810, some of the
Cherokee were owners of plantations with hundreds of head
of livestock and even Negro slaves.

The Creek, Choctaw, and various other southern Indians
made similar, though less spectacular, advances. These groups
became exceedingly proud of their home-manufactured
blankets and other products. The Secretary of War and the
President were certain that but a few more years would prove
the value of their plans for civilizing the Indians.?® Most of
the southern tribes were receiving several hundreds of dol-
lars worth of plows, axes, hoes, augers, hand saws, cotton
cards, scythes, sickles, bar iron, dyes, etec. in lieu of cash
annuities.? The annual expenditure for instruction in spin-
ning and weaving among the Creek Nation exceeded five
hundred dollars annually before 1810, but it was hoped the
amount could be reduced as the Indians progressed and the
cost of instruction diminished.??

17 President Jefferson to Fox, Sac, and Potawatomi, January, 1806,
U.S., War Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs,
Letter Book B, 143-144,

18 President Jefferson to Osage, Missouri, Kansa, Oto, Pani, Ayowa,
and Sioux, January 4, 1806, ibid., 145.

19 Secretary of War to Return J. Meigs, January 8, 1806, ibid.,
153. President Jefferson to Cherokee, January 10, 1806, tbid., 147-148.

20 Secretary of War to Benjamin Hawkins, May 9, 1808, ibid., 377.
Secretary of War to Silas Dinsmoor, October 23, 1810, ibid., Letter
Book C, 51.

21 Secretary of War to Tench Coxe, February 18, 1810, ibid,, 15.
Secretary of War to Governor Hull, January 16, 1810, ibid., 13-14. Ac-
counts of these dates appear to be the only extant record of actual
cash expenditures for all items,

o7 2z Secretary of War to Benjamin Hawkins, May 16, 1810, bid.,
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Meanwhile, the policy of civilizing the Indians was ap-
plied to the tribes of the Indiana and Michigan territories, and
in much the same manner. Secretary of War Henry Knox
sent a message to all tribes north of the Ohio, east of the
Mississippi, and south of the Great Lakes on April 4, 1792, in
which he stated:

We should be greatly gratified with the opportunity of im-
parting to you all the blessings of civilized life, of teaching
you to cultivate the earth, and raise corn; to raise oxen, sheep,
and other domestic animals; to build comfortable houses, and to
educate your children, so as ever to dwell upon the land.23

Instructions sent to William Lyman, temporary agent in the
Northwestern and Indiana territories on September 6, 1801,
were duplicates of those to Return J. Meigs, Cherokee agent,
which were previously quoted.?

Two months earlier Governor Harrison had written
Secretary of War Dearborn:

Whether some thing ought not to be done to prevent the
reproach which will attach to the American Character by the
exterpation of so many human beings, I beg leave most re-
spectfuly to submit to the Consideration of the President—
That this exterpation will happen no one can doubt who knows
the astonishing annual decrease of these unhappy beings. The
Delawares are now making an other attempt to become agri-
culturists—they are forming settlements upon the White river
a branch of the Wabash under the conduct of two Missionaries
of the Society of “The United Brethren for propogating the
gospel amongst the Heathens” otherwise Meravians. To assist
them in this plan the Chiefs desire that one half of their
next annuity may be laid out in impliments of agriculture,
and in the purchase of some domestic animals as Cows and
Hogs. The Kaskaskeas & Peankashaws request the same thing
and the Patawatimies wish a few corse hoes may be sent with
their goods.2s

To a conference with Little Turtle in February, 1802,
Dearborn sent the promise of plows and hoes, of a blacksmith

23 Secretary of War to all tribes north of Ohio, east of Mississippi,
;ouztélo of lakes, April 4, 1792, American State Papers, Indian Affairs,

24 Secretary of War to William Lyman, September 6, 1801, U.S.,
%’ai Izepgé'tment, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs, Letter
ook A, 92.

25 Governor Harrison to Secretary of War, July 15, 1801, Logan
Esarey (ed.), Governors Messages and Letters (8 vols., Indiana Histori-
cal Collections, Vols. VII, IX, XII; Indianapolis, 1922-1924), I, 29-30.
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to mend their axes, hoes, and guns, and to train younger
Indians in the trade, and of a trading house in Fort Wayne.?®
Little Turtle answered requesting plows and tools for those
who would use them, and he promised that the Indians would
strive “to introduce husbandry among their children. . . .”
He added, however, “nothing can be done to advantage unless
the great Council of the Sixteen fires now assembled, will
prohibit any person from selling any Spiritous Liquors among
their Red Brothers.” Little Turtle stated that there had been
several talks with the Quakers who had promised to introduce
husbandry but nothing had, as yet, been done.*

A short time later, Jefferson wrote the Miami, Pota-
watomi, and Wea:

We shall with great pleasure see your people become disposed

to cultivate the earth, to raise heards [sic] of the useful

animals and to spin and weave, for their food and clothing,

these resources are certain, they will never disappoint you, while

those of hunting may fail, and expose your women and children

to the miseries of hunger and cold, we will with pleasure furnish

you with implements for the most necessary arts, and with

persons who may instruct how to make and use them.z8

On February 23, Jefferson sent instructions to Governor
William C. C. Claiborne, of Mississippi, Governor William
Henry Harrison, of Indiana, and Governor Arthur St. Clair,
of Ohio, making them responsible for the gradual introduction
of the “arts of husbandry and domestic manufactories’” among
the Indians of the areas under their administration. The gov-
ernors were to superintend all business relating to the Indians
and to inspect, advise, and instruct sub-agents in their deal-
ings with the Indians. The President promised all the assist-
ance within his power.?

He wrote a separate letter to Harrison on the same day
saying he intended to use every means in his power to intro-
duce agricultural and domestic arts among the Indians and
especially among those with whom intercourse was easiest.

26 Conference with Little Turtle and other Indian Chiefs, February
7, 1802, U.S., War Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian
Affairs, Letter Book A, 136,
L 27 Little Turtle to American Commissioners, January 4, 1802, ibid.,
41,

28 President Jefferson to Miami, Potawatomi, and Wea, January 7,
1802, ibid., 143.

29 Secretary of War to Governors Wm, C. C. Claiborne, William H.
Harrison, Arthur St. Clair, February 23, 1802, tbid., 166,
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He hoped to receive great assistance from the governors in
carrying his benevolent intentions into effect.®°

At Vincennes that August, Harrison addressed the
Kaskaskia, Kickapoo, Wea, Eel River Miami, Piankashaw,
and Potawatomi:

Your father, the President, has directed me to inform you,
that he wishes you to assemble your scattered warriors, and to
form towns and villages, in situations best adapted to cultiva-
tion; he will cause you to be furnished with horses, cattle, hogs,
and implements of husbandry, and will have persons provided
to instruct you in the management of them. My children, turn
your thoughts seriously to this important object. You know
that the game which afforded you subsistence is yearly becom-
ing more scarce, and in a short time you will be left without
resource, and your wives and children will in vain ask you for
food.

My Children, it is very easy for you to avoid this calamity.
A great many years ago the white people subsisted as you do
now upon the wild beasts of the forest, When those were be-
coming scarce the Great Spirit communicated to them the
method of raising grain for bread, and taught them to bring
the ox and the horse under their subjection though they had
been as wild as your deer and buffaloe and thus to assist them
in cultivating the earth,

.......................................

My Children, you may perhaps think that the plan I have
recommended is too difficult to be effected; but you may depend
upon it that with the proper exertions on your part there is
no doubt of its success. The experiment has been fairly tried
with your brothers the Creeks and Cherokees. Many individuals
of the former have herds of cattle consisting of some hundreds
together with an abundance of corn and vegetables. This has
had a most happy effect on their population and all their
wigwams are already filled with children.s!

In spite of all the words and promises of the previous
years, very little was said about civilizing the Indians in
Indiana Territory in the many treaties negotiated with the
Indians during the next two years. At the negotiation of the
Treaty of Vincennes on August 13, 1803, a one-hundred-dollar
annuity was granted the Kaskaskia for the support of a

... 3% Secretary of War to Governor Harrison, February 23, 1803,
ibid., 189.

. Governor Harrison’s address to Kaskaskia, Kickapoo, Wea, Eel
River Miami, Piankashaw, and Potawatomi at Vincennes, August 12,
1802, Esarey, Messages and Letters, 1, 54-55.
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Catholic priest, who, in addition to his religious duties, was
to teach the rudiments of literature. An additional three
hundred dollars was granted to help build a church. These
were the only provisions of a section included to procure ‘“the
means of improvement in the arts of civilized life.”s?

In May, 1806, the Secretary of War authorized the
Piankashaw to use one hundred dollars of their annuity to pay
a Catholic priest.** A treaty made with the Piankashaw on
August 27, 1804, at Vincennes provided for a ten-year annuity
of two hundred dollars to be paid in “money, merchandise,
provisions, or domestic animals, and implements of husbandry,
at the option of the said tribe. .. .”’%

The only one of all the treaties negotiated by Harrison
that provided for a definite program was made with the Dela-
ware on August 18, 1804, at Vincennes:

Article 2. The said tribe shall receive from the United States,
for ten years, an additional annuity of three hundred dollars,
which is to be exclusively appropriated to the purpose of
ameliorating their condition, and promoting their civilization.
Suitable persons shall be employed, at the expense of the
United States, to teach them to make fences, cultivate the
earth, and such of the domestic arts as are adapted to their
situation; and a further sum of three hundred dollars shall
be appropriated, annually, for five years, to this object. The
United States will cause to be delivered to them, in the course
of the next spring, horses fit for draught, cattle, hogs, and
implements of husbandry, to the amount of four hundred
dollars,33

Two years later, however, there seems to have been little of
this provision carried out. Montgomery Montour, chief of
the Delaware, petitioned the United States Congress giving
assurance that his people loved the white people, and wished to
settle near them and “even round about them,” that his
people wanted to learn agriculture and other improvements
of life, that they, in short, wanted to “become . . . one
people” with the whites. As a result, Dearborn recommended
to Congress that one hundred acres be granted to each

32 Treaty of Vincennes, August 13, 1803, American State Papers,
Indian Affairs, I, 687.

332 Secretary of War to Governor Harrison, May 12, 1806, Carter,
Territorial Papers, VII, 36.

3¢ Treaty with Piankashaw at Vincennes, August 27, 1804, American
State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 690,

85 Ibid,, 689.
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Delaware family according to a suggestion made by Montour
as a means of making farmers of the fifty families of the
tribe.’* The suggestion was not acted on by Congress.

Results appear to have been no less disappointing among
the other tribes than among the Delaware. William Ewing
was sent to the Sac and Fox in the spring of 1805 at a salary
of four hundred dollars and expenses to train them in “the
common and most necessary branches of agriculture.”s” A
Catharine Shaw volunteered her services and was given an
advance of sixty dollars on a one-hundred-dollar grant by the
Secretary of War to enable her to be “useful to the Natives”
in the region of the Fort Wayne agency. Dearborn’s constant
repetition of the phrase “to be useful” seems to infer that he
was none too certain of what she intended to do.®® There is
no record of the payment of the remaining forty doliars, just as
there is no further mention of Ewing in the records after his
appointment. The Congregationalists sent a Reverend Bacon
among the Chippewa. The latter expressed a strong desire to
learn the art of husbandry, but records detailing any work
Bacon may have done among the Chippewa are obscure.’®

The Presbyterian Synod of Pittsburgh desired to estab-
lish a mission among the Wyandot at Sandusky, Ohio, but the
preacher sent to address the Indians, one Joseph Badger, evi-
dently was “guilty of such base conduct” that the Secretary of
War ordered him out of the Indian country in August, 1806.4°
He appears, however, to have proposed the establishment of
a school which was promised government aid if he encouraged

36 Petition to U.S. Congress by Montgomery Montour, December 26,
1806, ibid., 744.

37 Secretary of War to William Ewing, March 18, 1805, U.S., War
Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs, Letter
Book B, 46.

38 Secretary of War to Catharine Shaw, April 16, 1806, ibid., 198.
Secretary of War to William Wells, August 18, 1806, ibid., 247. Secre-
tary of War to Catharine Shaw, August 18, 1806, tbid., 248.

39 Beverley Bond, The Civilization of the Old Northwest: A Study
of Political, Social, and Economic Development, 1788-1812 (New York,
1934), 260-261.

40 Secretary of War to Governor Hull, August 18, 1806, Carter,
Territorial Papers, Vol. X, The Territory of Michigan, 1805-1820
(Washington, 1939), 66. Secretary of War to William Hull, July 18,
1806, U.S., War_ Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian
Affairs, Letter Book B, 238. Bond, Civilization of the Old Northwest,
260. Bond says Badger had been sent in 1800 along with Reverend
Thomas Hughes to establish a mission at Detroit but was unsuccessful.
He was succeeded at Sandusky by Reverend Elisha MecCurdy.
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“agriculture and domestic manufactures,” and took ‘suffi-
cient pains to inculcate principles of sobriety, industry and
sound Morals.””** Badger appears to have remained at San-
dusky for some time as a “teacher of Morality,” but his inten-
tions, though unrevealed by documents and letters, seem to
have roused the suspicions of the government.*?

Two Moravian missionaries, named Kluge and Lucken-
bach, accompanied by three families of Christian Indians,
went from the Moravian mission at Goshen, Ohio, to the White
River Delaware of Indiana in the spring of 1801. According
to John Heckewelder, the historian of the Moravians, the
mission did not succeed because it represented a scheme on the
part of the Delaware to make the Christian Indians members
of their own tribe.** In 1806, the Prophet (whom Heckewelder
confuses with Tecumseh) and his followers burned one of the
Christian Indians, a Delaware chief, and a woman as
witches.** As troubles multiplied, results, if possible, de-
creased and the mission was abandoned in 1806.

As stated previously, Little Turtle had held several con-
ferences with the Quakers. In 1804 he and Five Medals, a
Potawatomi chief, induced the Quakers to send Philip Dennis
among them. Dennis established a farm thirty-five miles
southwest of Fort Wayne, but he remained there less than a
year.*® The Indians asked that someone replace him, and in
1806 William Kirke was sent by the Baltimore Quakers. To
help Kirke carry out his mission, the President gave him a
grant of six thousand dollars.#” His arrival marked the be-
ginning of a stormy episode in Indian affairs. Dearborn asked
William Wells, agent at Fort Wayne, to use all the means in

41 Secretary of War to John Johnston, February 11, 1807, U.S.,
War Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs, Let-
ter Book B, 278.

42 Secretary of War to Elisha Tyron and James Gillingham, March
24, 1808, ibid., 363.

43 William E. Connelly (ed.), Narrative of the Mission of the United
Brethren among the Delaware and Mohegan Indians, 1740-1808 by John
Heckewelder (Cleveland, 0., 1907), 505,

44 Ibid., 508.

45 Ibid., 511,

46 Lawrence Henry Gipson (ed.), The Moravian Indian Mission on
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his power to aid Kirke in his efforts to induce the Indians to
turn to farming.*

Wells’s career was one of those which could have been
found only in a frontier society. Raised among the Indians,
he had led a large band of Indians in the massacre of St.
Clair’s army and had then served with distinction as a
scout in the American army under Anthony Waymne. Shortly
after the Battle of Fallen Timbers, he returned to the Indians
and married the daughter of Little Turtle. His knowledge of
the Indians and their great trust in him, as well as his past
services to the government, made him the logical choice for
the post of Indian agent at Fort Wayne. What part he and
Little Turtle played in the Kirke affair is uncertain, but
charges and recriminations flew from all sides, and, in the
end, the reputations of both Kirke and Wells were ruined.

The facts of the case are difficult to sort out, for each side
probably exaggerated its claims at the expense of the other.
Evidently, on his arrival in the territory, Kirke set out to
find Indians among the Miami, Delaware, and Potawatomi
who would live on his farm and learn trades. The diary kept
by Kluge and Luckenbach, Moravian missionaries among the
White River Delaware, reveals what happened there when
Kirke arrived at their mission on August 19, 1806:

19th. A Quaker came here. This man has lived near Fort
Wayne since spring, his object being to civilize the Miami nation.
Two Quakers are among the Miami to show them how to clear
the land and plant. As the Quaker mentioned above said, their
object is not to remain there very long. After they have
taught the Indians and several families are ready to become the
leaders, then the Quakers will return home, turning the civili-
zation begun over to the Indians to continue. Should they see
that the Indians would continue the good work, a school would
be established among them. The Quakers also desire to take
some young Indians home with them and teach them trades.
He said that he had come here to make a similar offer to the
Delaware nation. They want to ask permission to take a number
of young Delawares home with them to teach them trades. The
Quaker stayed overnight with us. This gave us opportunity
to speak more at length with him. It is evident that their
one object is to better the outward conditions of the Indians.
They do not seem to care for the spiritual welfare of the

48 Secretary of War to William Wells, February 28, 1806, U.S., War
Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs, Letter
Book B, 177. For additional information on Wells, see in this issue
Dwight L. Smith (ed.), “William Wells and the Indian Council of 1793.”
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heathen. The Quaker told us that he was very well acquainted
with the Brethren and that he believed that the efforts of the
Quakers and those of the Brethren would fit well together.
We told him that our only object was to preach the gospel
to the Indians and acquaint them with their Creator and their
Saviour, and to do all we could to bring about their eternal
salvation, etc. He was a very pleasant man and expressed his
pleasure at having made our acquaintance.

20th. The Quaker rode away to the Indian Chief to make
known his errand. . . .

22d. The Quaker returned and stayed with us overnight.
He said the Chief had promised to send his answer to Fort
Wayne. This was all that he could do.

23d. Early in the morning he left us, inviting us cordial-
ly to visit him. While the Quaker was here a number of
Indians came here for a visit, They inquired the object of his
being here. When they learned that he desired to teach the
Indians to work as the white people do, they said, “This man
tires his horse in vain. He would better stay at home and
work for himself as he pleases. We do not need anyone to
teach us how to work., If we want to work we know how to
do it according to our own way and as it pleases us,” etc.t®

Wells claimed that Kirke's attempts were uniformly re-
jected by all the Indians as they did not believe he could
“fulfill the views of the President” and, evidently, because
they did not trust him since he had supposedly asked them to
sign receipts for goods they had not received. Wells suggested
that if the program were to be successful, he (Wells) should
be given full charge of it without any raise in his pay.®

Kirke complained to Secretary of War Dearborn and
to Governor Harrison that his failure was due to obstructions
placed in his path by Wells. Both chose to believe Kirke.
Dearborn minced no words in telling Wells that he should
“give more satisfactory evidence of more useful zeal and
honest candor, than your late conduct has evinced.” He
continued the reprimand:

No subterfuge will be admitted to extenuate the evident un-
propriety of your conduct in relation to the persons sent into

49 Gipson, The Moravian Indian Mission on White River, 448-450.

50 William Wells to Governor Harrison, June, 1807, Esarey, Messages
and Letters, I, 218. According to Esarey, Dawson says there was a
meeting of the chiefs at which they refused to support Kirke because he
was a stranger; however, see Moses Dawson, A Historical Narrative of
the Civil and Military Services of Major-General William H. Harrison
(Cincinnati, O., 1824), 91-92, Dawson plainly took the side of Johnston
and related that the Indian attitude toward Kirke was produced by “one
of those intrigues for which the agent [Wells] was noted.”
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Dearborn then wrote other local officials asking them to re-
move any unfavorable impressions of Kirke’s work that Wells
had implanted among the Indians and to give Kirke all the

aid
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that country for the express purpose of aiding the natives in
the arts of civilization. The circumstances attending this busi-
ness render your intentions so self evident, as to require no
other proof than the result of the different conferences with
the respective chiefs in your presence. At all events, one of two
things must be a fact, either that you possess no kind of
useful influence with the chiefs in your agency or that you
make an improper use of what you possess. In either case you
cannot be considered as well qualified for the place you hold.5t

they could.s?

Wells answered protesting his devotion to the plan of
civilizing the Indians. He stated that his advocacy of the
government’s program was well known and that he was at a
loss as to what had caused him to be suspected. He asked
to be allowed to go to Washington to clear himself but com-

mented that for the present he could say

that Mr Kirk will never be able to carry the business
trusted to his management into execution and had he any re-
gard for telling the truth He would of never said that ob-
structions had been put his way by any person but himself

The Indians have seen him spend a Large Sum of money
that was apropriated by the Quakers at Baltimore for their
use with out their receiving any benefit from it—

The Little turtle told Mr Kirk last fall that He wished to
better the situation of the Indians by turning their attenion to
the cultivation of the Earth and that he had got them to lay out
their annuities for this perpose and that by these means He
hoped to receive the aid of the goverment and that himself
and some other chiefs had formed a plan which they intended
to Lay before the President and by his assistince. on hereing
this Mr Kirk Hurried off to Baltimore and there prevailed
on the Quakers to Lay this matter before the goverment as
coming from himself in order to get him Self a Lucrative
appointment and the money that was so Liberally apropriated
by the goverment for the benifit of the Indians trusted to
his management—

the turtle and others took fire at this conduct of Mr
Kirk in as much as they were convinst that He would never
be able to carry the Business into Execution and the fruits
of their Labours for several years Blasted—in addistion to

51 Secretary of War to William Wells, August 5, 1807, U.S., War
Department, Secretary’s Office, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs,
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this the Indians found that when Mr Kirk arived a mong
them that He had expended upwards of 3000 Dollars of the
money apropriated by the goverment for their benifit before
He made his appearence among them when they saw that
He was likly to do them no good but to do them a great deal
of Harme by creating jellousies and sowing the seeds of
Discord among them

I conceived it my Duty as well as it was my first wish to
reconsile the Indians to Mr. Kirk—but with these impresions
on the minds of the Indians conserning him I believe if the
President was present and to tell the Indians that he wished
them to respect and Listen to Mr Kirk they would not do it—
and this man ought not to of intimated that I had obstructed
the views of the goverment trusted to his derections when
He found that he was not capable to fill the appointment He
had obtained by Intreague and Deception

So far from my obstructing the views of goverment to-
wards the Indians under the Derections Mr Kirk I am ready
to prove to you and the world that I done every thing in my
power to forward them. and while I was doing so Mr Kirk
was Living at my House and receiving every Kindness and
assistance when He was making representations to the gover-
ment that He calculated on to ruin me and at the same time
professing all the Friendship a man could for a nother—

This man may be a Quaker but I can not Beleave He is
one of the Best Sort—

I have the Honor to be Sir with respect your most obt
Servent

WIiILLIAM WELLS58

Kirke left Fort Wayne before the end of the year to
establish himself among the Shawnee; and Wells, believing
himself the victor in the dispute, sent Dearborn his plan for
civilizing the Indians. He believed that as long as the
Indians were so scattered any attempt by the government
would be wasted. Therefore, he proposed that they be
brought together into twelve settlements where a govern-
ment could be set up for them. He would employ men the
Indians knew and trusted, not strangers. This proposal would
cost about six hundred dollars for each of the six tribes, much
less than the amounts which had been spent by Kirke. He
suggested that Captain Hendricks of the Stockbridge Indians
and some of his Indians who had offered their services be
hired to train the other Indians, to attach them to farming,
and to induce them to sell their surplus lands.’* Dearborn’s

53 William Wells to Secretary of War, August 20, 1807, Carter,
Territorial Papers, VII, 469-471,

5;1William Wells to Secretary of War, December 31, 1807, ibid.,
6510-511.
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reaction to these suggestions was to suspect that Wells was
intent on finding a means whereby he could have charge of
the funds devoted to civilizing the Indians and continue his
dealings with the Indians without interference.®

On January 23, 1808, when Wells complained that the
Potawatomi were on the verge of starvation and were de-
manding more relief and provisions than he could supply,
Dearborn did not miss the opportunity to remind him that
“if no improper measures had been opposed to the intentions
of the Government by dissuading the Indians from receiving
its Aid in raising provisions, they would not have now been
in such distress.”*®* Within a month, Wells’s attitude became
conciliatory. He suddenly noticed how much more inclined the
Indians were to work than usual, disavowed knowledge of any
person who might have persuaded the Indians to reject Kirke,
and professed a desire for the complete success of government
plans which had been confided to Kirke’s care.’”

At the end of 1808, Kirke was dismissed by the Secretary
of War. He had apparently achieved nothing, and there was
little prospect of any success in the near future.’®* Two months
later, Kirke had not forwarded his accounts and vouchers to
the War Department; the Secretary was uneasy and wrote:
“You had before been apprized that it was feared the monies
disbursed by you would be unprofitably expended—Your con-
duct has not been approved by your friends or by the Govern-
ment. . . .”%® Five days after Kirke's dismissal, Captain
Hendricks and his Stockbridge Indians were appointed “for
the purpose of assisting and instructing the Delaware Nation
of Indians in Agriculture & Domestic Arts” at an annual
salary of two hundred and fifty dollars and an allowance of
one hundred dollars for the purchase of farm implements.¢°

Wells was removed from his post as Indian agent at Fort
Wayne a month later and replaced by John Johnston. John
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Shaw, of the Society of Friends, was made Johnston’s assist-
ant.®? Johnston had resided at the Fort Wayme Indian Agency
as a clerk for many years and had developed a deep hatred
and distrust of Wells. He thought his predecessor was totally
unprincipled, that Wells had no regard for anything ‘“held
sacred by honest and honorable men,” and that he had “so
long travelled in the crooked, miry paths of intrigue and de-
ception, that he never could . . . pursue a straight, fair, and
honorable course. . . .”’”®2 No one person can be said to have
done more to make Governor Harrison and the Secretary of
War suspicious of Wells’s motives and activities than
Johnston.

Johnston’s report on his visit to Kirke’s settlement among
the Shawnee shortly after he became agent makes the search
for the truth of the matter even more difficult. He reported
that

the settlement is in a state of great forwardness, the Saw
Mill almost ready to run, the materials for the Grist Mill on the
spot and some of the Machienery completed, both mills I
think might be in a condition to work in three months with the
same number of hands formerly employed—The Indians you will
perceive are very solicitous to have the settlement continued,
the Mills completed and Mr Kirk to return and reside with
them, he is much loved by them the settlement bears the
marks of industry, and on the whole does him much credit—ses

The government’s program of civilizing the Indians in
Indiana Territory was evidently sabotaged by a bitter struggle
between Wells and Little Turtle on the one hand, and Johnston
and Kirke on the other. Before the wreckage caused by this
feud could be salvaged, troubles with Indians led by Tecumseh
which culminated in the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811, were
developing. This situation made any plans for civilizing the
Indians subordinate to the problems of subduing them.

Attempts to civilize the Indians elsewhere in the Old
Northwest during the period prior to the War of 1812 appear
to be nonexistent except in Michigan Territory. There, Gover-
nor William Hull was authorized in January, 1806, to hire a
practical farmer and a blacksmith to instruct the Indians. He
could give domestic animals to those chiefs who would make

61 Ibid., 428.
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good use of them, and cards, wheels, etc. to the women.** For
such purposes, he received an original sum of one thousand
dollars,®® but what the results of these expenditures may have
been does not appear in the records.

The chief concern of the War Department in Michigan
was a school established by Reverend Gabriel Richard at
Spring Hill, two or three miles north of Detroit. In April,
1808, President Jefferson approved Richard’s plan for a co-
educational school for poor white children and a few Indians.
The Secretary of War promised two to four hundred dollars
a year for its support as soon as it should be in operation, the
amount to depend on the number of Indians enrolled.®® Richard
planned to teach agriculture, trades, and the fundamentals of
most branches of learning. Taken as a whole, his views on the
subject of civilizing the Indians were the same as the govern-
ment’s except that he intended to train children in schools
away from their homes instead of teaching adults in their own
villages.®

By November, 1809, the school at Spring Hill appeared to
be well on its way to unqualified success. Richard had equip-
ped a large farmhouse and several outbuildings with the
necessary furniture, clothing, and provisions, including

a loom, more than a dozen of Spinning wheels, a Spinning
Jenny . . . Electrical Apparatus, an air-Pump, an Optics, few
hundred books, a Surveying Compass ., . . mathematical In-
struments: 5 or 6 hundred lb of nails as many hundred of
window Glasses, timber, shingles, boards planks, &c for build-
ings, An organ, a Printing-Press with 6, or 700 Ib of types and
above 60 reams of paper &ec.

Five or six hundred pounds of wool had already been used in
teaching children how to spin. He had employed five or six
people continuously since May, 1808. Richard planned a bake-
house, a washhouse, a shop for the carpenter and the
weaver, and a dormitory for the boys. But he was in trouble.
He had gone ahead without waiting for word from Washington
concerning the money promised him. Since none was sent, his
bills became long overdue, his credit declined, he was unable
to carry out his building program, and the timbers and sup-
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plies began to rot.®® Governor Hull endorsed all Richard’s
claims and, as a matter of fact, had gone so far as to advance
Richard three hundred dollars out of his own pocket. Hull re-
ported that the twelve Indian children were making good
progress in their studies and that they and their parents were
“very much satisfied with their new condition.”’®®

Unfortunately governmental bungling and red tape de-
stroyed Spring Hill and the plans of its founder. The farm
was in the hands of the Treasury Department as the result
of default on a debt due the government by the original owner.
Jefferson, Dearborn, and Secretary of the Treasury Albert
Gallatin had reached an agreement that when the farm was
placed at auction as required by law, the War Department
would bid on it up to the amount of its true value., In addi-
tion to Richard, the farm would then be used by two French-
women who wished to conduct a school for Indian girls, by
the “practical farmer” employed to teach farming to the
Indians, and by the carpenter and blacksmith hired by the
government. Since Spring Hill was the site of Indian en-
campments when the tribes came to Detroit, it was in an ideal
location for bringing its varied services to the attention of
the Indians. All these points had to be explained by Jefferson
to his successor, James Madison, in a letter in which he argued
that the civilized arts taught by the school would ‘“soften,
conciliate, & preserve” the Indians. Thus, Jefferson com-
mented, peace could be obtained at the cost of four hundred
dollars a year and the price of the farm.™

The incoming secretary of war, William Eustis, allowed
Richard the four hundred dollars but refused to grant any
other aid.”* Madison agreed that the farm be sold by the
Treasury Department with the intention of allowing Father
Richard (and, by implication, not the War Department) to
buy it.”? With so many individuals and governmental depart-
ments involved, it is only natural that the plan went awry.
When the farm was put up for auction, Judge James Witherell
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bid five thousand dollars for it, an amount far beyond Rich-
ard’s means and even beyond what Jefferson and Dearborn
would have paid had they still been in office. At the same
time, Richard was presented with a bill from the Treasury
Department for over two hundred dollars in back rent.
Richard had not known of that part of the bargain and pro-
tested that to pay the bill he would have to sell part of his
equipment. He argued that the improvements he had made
on the farm were worth far more than the rent payments. So
far as that was concerned, those same improvements had been
responsible for the high price the farm brought, for a result-
ing profit for the Treasury, and for the loss of Richard’s
school.™

Though it soon appeared that the judge was dissatisfied
with his purchase, neither Father Richard nor the War De-
partment could pay the price he asked and Richard was forced
to move. “My present Situation is extremely painfull. . . .
I said to myself: it is then in vain I have worked so hard,
travelled so far, and struggled against so many obstacles!”?*
But in a letter to Jefferson he said, “I have not given up &
I will not give up the design of Instructing Indian children.
I am certain that with constancy we shall succeed.””® Unfor-
tunately Richard’s hopes and the hopes of all those who
thought like him came to nought in the period of deteriorating
Indian relations before the War of 1812.

Whatever the motives of the government between 1800
and 1810, whether to cheat the Indian of his lands or to civilize
him and make him one with the American people (and no
strong case can be made to support either view), the problems
were greater than anyone realized at the time and the means
for dealing with them were too feeble for success. Probably
the task of educating the Indian would not have been so
formidable before the policy of Indian removal to less fertile
and more inhospitable lands west of the Mississippi River
was inaugurated, as was proved by the experience with the
Cherokee and Creek Indians. In the Old Northwest, land
hunger, apathy, personal rivalries, and mounting Indian
problems made the experiment impossible. But there were
those who tried.
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